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The Life and Amorous Ad-. 
ventures of LUCINDA, 


an me Lady. 


CEINGS eH E anh of former pecs t to 
Oe an be } grieve and lament at the Birth oF 
Ss their Children, and to rejoice - 
EN - and make Feftivals at their Bu- — 
rials, is not- uch to be won- 
dered at, when we refle& upon the furpriz- 
ing Varieties of Fortune, and the Inconftancy - - 
of that fickle Goddefs: and altho Riches:- 
and Titles feem, in the Opinion of the Vul- 
gar, to have plac’d its Pofleflors farther 
from the reach of her difafters, fhe often= 
frowns upon thefe, and we have many pre-- 
cedents of Life to convince us, that fhe fome~ 
stimes makes it her Paftime to humble the~ 
moft haughty, rich, and afpiring, from the - 
Pofleffions they imagin’d to enjoy. with fe- 
curity, into the moft abje& and contemn’d 
Condition. Exampies of this kind are fo 
A 3 frequent, , 
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frequent, that there will be no occafion to 
mention them in this Treatife : Thofe which 
have happen’d to me inthe middle State of 
Life which I have pafs’d, will be fufficient 
to fhew the uncertainty of her Favours, or 
the little Occafion my Parents had to rejoice — 
at my coming into the World. I was born 
inthe famous City of London, my Father was 
the younger Brother of an antient Family 
Jong fettled in the North of England, well 
efleem’d, and Pofleflors of a good Ettate, 
which they hofpitably livd upon. * My 
Grandmother came out of the Wf’ well 
born, whom my Grandfather marry’d more 
for Love than Riches: this reciprocal liking - 
produced a numerous Ifue, and their being 
many of them Sons, fome were fent to the 
Army, fome to Court ; and it was the Fate 
of my Father to be fent to this City, and 
bound Prentice to aii eminent Merchant. He 
was very diligent and well beloved, and 
foon after the time of his Apprenticefhip was 
expir’d, marry’d a Citizen’s Daughter with 
a good Fortune, and quickly encreafed his 
Riches confiderably. They had no other 
Child but me, and great Joy there was at my 
Birth, after they had been marry’d fix Years 
and almoft defpaired of Children. Whether 
there wasfuch occafion for their Joy, the Sem 
que! will thew. They gave me the beft Edu- _ 
ducation; Mafters of all forts came to teach 
me to read, write, dance, and all the Sorts 
of Needle-Work then in fafhion amongft the . 


young 
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young Ladies: I delighted moft in reading 
Plays and Love-Stories, and nothing troubled: 
me fo muchas where I founda young Lady 
fore’d by her Relations’ to marry fome old. 
rich Dotard, when her, Heart was already 
engaged in favour of one more fuitable in 
Years: ‘This gave me an inexpreffible Grief, 
and I could never perfuade my felf that 
Wealth wasof the leaft Confideration, where 
there was a difagreement in liking. I was 
wonderfully pleafed that my Mother had 
happened to have given me the Name of 
Lucinda; it founded in my thoughts Poetick 
and Romantick, and would much better be- 
come a Song than Foan or Dorothy. Whether 
it was given meas a Prefage of my future 
Intrigues I know not, but it coft my Mother 
no little Trouble to have me fo chriftned,. 
and by it I loft the Favour of an Aunt, who 
*tis fuppos’d would have left me all fhe was 
worth, had my Mother- confented to have 
named me Dorothy after my Aunt’s Name. 
Alas! I was fo foolifh that I lamented not 
for this, and I would not for twice the For= 
tune have been called by fo vulgara Name. 
With fuch foolifh Trifles are young People. , 
delighted! . 
Over ageiniaane Houfe there lived a rich 
, Merchant, who had two Daughters that . 
were frequently. my. Play-fellows; and aSon - 
whom they call’d Charles, who was about 
two Years older than I, and being often at 
the Houfe to play with his Sifters, he us’d to~ 
: A 4 be: 
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be one; and I began to think our Paftime 
imperfe&t when he was not of the Party. 
He alfo, as they obferv’d, was more overjoy’d 
and pleas’d when I was there. Thus our 
tender Inclinations began, and he now ap- 
peared fo defirous to oblige and divert me, 
that his Actions gave my Father and Mother 
no little Satisfaction. Our reciprocal A ffec- 
tions increafed with our Years, and I began 
now tobe fenfible of no other Pleafure but 
what his Converfation afforded ; fo foon had 
Love rooted it felf in my tender Heart. 
When I was near eighteen, my Father’s 
Honfe was continually fill’d with the Young 
and Hagdfome, as well asthe Oldand Rich, 
who came to court me; butI found not 
any, in my Opinion, tocompare to Charles, 
who entirely poflefied my Heart. He alone 
was the Obje& of ail my Wifhes and Defires, 
and the only Perfon that could make me per- 
feétly happy. Some officious Perfon had ac- 
quainted my Mother, that the Familiarity 
that us’d to pafs betwixt us, was no longer 
decent ; and that it was dangerous to my 
Reputation to be fo often alone with a young 
Man, now we were advanced in Years. 
Thus our frequent meeting as ufual began 
to be denied, and I was in great apprehen- 
fion would be in a little time quite forbid- 
den: at the Interceffion of my dear Charles, 
who was not able to bear the thoughts of 
not feeing me as ufual, I got the Key of the 
back Gate to our Garden, by which he was 

to 
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to procure ‘another, that by this means we 
might have the Satisfaction of feeing each - 
other, after the Servants were gone to ileep. » 
This happy Interview continued for fome 
time, and our Inclinations encrealing, I be- 
gan to think of what Confequence fuch a 
midnight Intrigue might prove, and how 1n- 
jurions ‘to my Honour, tho I was ever fo in- 
nocent, it would appear. He who had no - 
defign in his Heart capable of doing me any-: 
Injury for his own fatisfaGion, follicited me ~ 
for both our Securities, to interchange Pro-- 
mifes of Marriage: and to make it more < 
eflential, I was obliged to make ufe of my 
Servant-Maid as a Confident, where in her ~ 
Prefence we vow’d to love each other per=~ 
petually, and that no Force cr change of For- - 
tune fhould be capable of hindring us from “ 
folemnizing our Marriage at the. frit {uitable . 
Opportunity. , 
Notwithftanding this, I was- oblig’d to » 
fufler- the-difagreeable Vifits of Roderick, . 
who. was very rich, and about forty Years « 
of Age; and tho he was accounted to have — 
Wit, his Converfation gave me no Satisfac- 
tion, and I thcught nothing. could be-well ; 
faid, thatcame not from my Beloved Charles. . 
I endeavoured by.my Adctions,.to fhéw him = 
that my Heart was already engaged,- that~ 
he was labouring in vain, for what it was 
impofible. for him to obtain: but notwith-. 
fianding all my fair dealing, he was indefa- 
tigable-in the perfuit, and I found my felf ~ 
- at: ee ~ obliged = 
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to receive him. My Parents were fo blind- 
ed with his Riches, that their Doors were 
always open to him, fhewing their defign’d 
Son-in-Law the greateft Refpect and Civi- 
lity imaginable. 

This was often the melancholy Subje& of 
our midnight Meetings, and Charles was 
grown almoft inconfolable, left in obe- 
dience to my RelationsI fhould be obliged 
to confent to marry Roderick: indeed there 
was fome occafion, for not long after this, 
my Mother propofed-it to me with fevere 
InjenGions of Obedience to her Commands. 
1 knew not what Excufes to make to difen- 
tangle me from this Propofition; his Riches 
far {urpafs’d what he conld expe& with me, 
and his Years were not fo advanced as to 
countenance my refufal. My being already 
contracted to Charles was unknown to them, 
and Ithonght it not proper to difcover it: my. 
only remedy therefore, was to defire my Mo- 
ther to confider' the tendernefs of my Years, 
and to bid her not to fpeak to me of this. 
Subject till Thad pafs’da Year or two more, 
which would make me better acquainted with 
the World, and know how to behave my felf 
in fuch a folemn State; and that time being 
expired, if fhe continued in the fame Mind, 
and it was her Defire, 1 thould be ready 
with all Obedience to fubmit to what the 
fhouid pleafe to command. She told me, it 
was fo much to the Advantage of our Family, 
that a Delay was dangerous, and that it 

. , ‘was 
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was the ereateft Folly not to give an imme- 
* diate Confent. Ihadno Argument of any 
~“Confequence to’ oppofe her prudent Refo- 
lutions: being therefore almoft in defpair, I 
fell upon my Knees, and befonght her with 
Tears in my’Eyes, that fhe would grant me 
‘but eight Days to give my Refolution, which 
with much importunity fhé confented to. 
This I thought would afford me an oppor- 
tunity of confulting my dear Charles about 
this important Affair: I longed for the Even- 
ing, he came as ufual to fee me; when Lac- 
quainted him with the difmal News, and: 
hat.I had but eight Days allowed mé to 
frame my Refolution of marrying Roderick.. 
Phis threw him into the utmolt defpair; he: 
was fo aftonithed, that for a quarter of am 
Hour he was not able to utter one fingle: . 
Syllable, till at length breaking forth in the 
wereateit Lamentations, and .deepeft Com- 
plaints; ‘ So then, my dear Lucinda, fays hes. 
© after all the Vows and folemn Proteftations. 
“ you have made me,.never to have fo much. 
‘as a kind Thought for “arty other, ,you are 
* going to difpofe of what of right belongs. 
‘only tome, in favour ofa Parents Choice 3. 
© What will be the return, think you, of fuch. 
In¢onftancy and-broken Faith? The very 
apprehenfion of it®almoft deprives me of 
© Life, and I~hadgrather die ten thoufand: 
© Deaths, than fee the only Happinefs I 
‘with for or defire, in the Arms and Poflef- 
*“fion of any other Perfon. How can I en- 
' . * dure 


OA 


aa 


12 Lbe Lie and amorous 


d dure: fuch tormenting News? But I 
vow’ —— and thus he was going on, when 
Tinterrupted him by faying, * How is it pof- 
fible, my dearelt Life, that you are capable 
of thinking me guilty of fo mueh Perjury 2 : 
My Condu@ towards you ought to have 
infoired you with kinder Thonghts; I de- 
ferve not this injurious Treatment. Had 
it been my Intentions to enter into any 
other engagement, I fhould {carcely have 
made you a Confident of it; No, no 
Temptation can ever make me ‘leave you, 
andthe Reafon I communicated this 
you, was that we might confult toget 
to avoid this difagreeable Defignt’ 
yecovered his Temper at this Difcou rfe-; | 
fell on his Knees before me, imprinte 
thoufan. warm’ Kiffes on my Hands, 
returnd me with great Joy a thou 
Thanks for the welcome Affurances Ij 
given him. The only means that we d 
think of to remedy this Accident, was,. tha 
Tfhould fy away withhim. We were for 
time confalring the fecureft way to eff 
and at laft we agreed, that he fhould e 
me ina Barge provided for that purpof 
the firft Stairs below the Bridge’ 
was to come at the time 
which wastocarry u 
where we were to rem 
the intercefion of font 
had prevailed with my Pathe 
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to forgive me this Fault, and to be perfeétly 
reconciled to us. 

My Servant-Maid, who was to accompa- 
ny me in-my flight, was prefent at this Refo- 
lution, and afterwards occafion’d all the Mif- 
fortunes that betel me. Roderick in the mean 
time faw me frequently, and I treated him 
with more Complaifance than ufual, that 
my Relations might believe I had no other 
Defign but to comply with their Defires. 
The wifh’d-for Time of my deliverance was 
approaching, and Charles, who pafs’d not a 
Night without the fight of me, animated 

afrefh to put in execution our projecied 
efign ; fo that the Evening following I took 
hat things were moft convenient, as Mo- 
ey and Jewels of great Value, in my own 
Cuftody; and delivering Lace, Linen, and 
the richeft Clothes in a Bundle as much as 
‘my Maid could conveniently carry, when it 
was almoft dark, we went according to ap- 
“pointment towards the Water-Stairs, where 
I perceived a Barge, which I imagin’d was 
that which my dear Charles had provided for 
me; and as I was going to ask one of the 
Watermen for the Perfon who had hired the 
Boat, 1 found my felf feized by two Men, 
who by force, notwithftanding the Refif- 
tance aid the Exclamations I made for Af 
fiftance, forc’d me into the Boat, which ims 
mediately put out, and row’d away with 
the utmoft hafte. You may guefs at the Af- 
fiction I was in, to find my felt in the Power 
Ox 
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of two Perfons unknown to me, and what 
to door howto help my felf I knew not. I 
often called for my Servant, but no one an- 
{wered me ; this threw me into fuch Fears 
and Apprehenfions, that I could not forbear 
burfting ont into a Flood of Tears. 

When I was in the middle of this Lamen- 
tation, taking my wet Handkerchief from 
my Eyes, I perceived two Men near me who 
were ftriking Fire, and lighted a Candle ; 
by the Glimpfe of it I caft my Eyes about 
the Barge on every fide, and I could difcern 
‘no more Perfons on board than the Rowers, 
the two Men that lighted the Candle, and 
the Mafter or Steerfman in the Stern. ‘They 
were all masked, and therefore not to ber 
known by me: I neverthelefs took the Cou- 
rage to ask them, What was the Reafon of 
this nfage, and where was my Servant? He. 
that was next me, anfwered, ‘ That what 
© they had done was by the Order of their 
© Matter, and that the Paffion he had for me 
© oblig’d tix tothistreatment, that he would 
© foon be with them to pay me all the Civility 
‘ imaginable; but as for the Chamber-maid 
¢ they knew not what was become of her, 
© ‘having received no Orders concerning the 
© taking her aboard” But what was my ins 
fupportable Grief,.to find my felf thus ex- 
pofed in the Hands of Perfons unknown to 
me, what would be’ my Fate, or what they 
intended to .do with me, I knew not. I 
blam’d the unfortunate Refolution I had 
- a taker 
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taken to leave my Parents who were fo in- 
dulgent to me, Icry’d out upon the Infidelity 
of Mankind; fince either by the treachery 
of one who had gain’d my Heart, and by 
whofe Interceffion I had undertaken this 
fatal Defign, or at leaft by whofe carelef- 
nefs I was expos’d to thefe difmal Circum- 
ftances, I was thus brought into inevitable 
Ruin. But alas! ’twas all to little purpofe, 
Thad fo troubled them with my Queftions 
and Lamentations, that I could obtain no, 
' more Anfwers, telling me they had Orders 
to hold no further Difcourfe with me. 

The Difference I found between my for- 
mer Condition, the prefent State I was in,, 
_ and the Misfortunes I was in all appearance 
deftin’d to undergo, made me fuffer a greater 
Diffatisfaction and Pain, than if I had been 
condemned to immediate Execution. Iflew 
into the greateft Agonies of defpair, tore 
the Hair from my Head, rent my Clothes 
to pieces, and committed a thoufand unac- - 
countable AGtions, produced from the fata- 
lity of my Condition; till quite tir’d with 
lamenting and complaining, and favour’d by 
the great Silence in the Boat, I fell into fo 
found a Sleep, that 1 waked not till the Barge 
was arriv’d at the intended Landing-place. 
Here I was oblig’d to go on fhore, the Sun 
began to difplay his morning Rays, and the 
pretty innocent Birds to fing their melodious 
Notes; when I perceiv’d at the End of a 
Vilto of thady T'rees, a-fpacious and beau- 

| ¥ tifnl 


- 


16 «The Life and amorous 


tiful Country Seat. The two Perfons thar 
fore’d me into the Barge conducted me along 
this Walk. When I was in the Houfe, I 
Jook’d on every fide to difcover if there was 
any thing I had feen before, but all was un- 
known to me. They led me up a pair of 
Stairs, where one of the Felluws taking a 
Key out of his Pocket unlocks a Door, and 
conduéts me into alarge Room: then making 
two low Reverences they left me alone, 
turning the Key and locking mein. 

I went intothe Balcony, and look’d about 
to fee the Situation of the Place, and if I 
could remember any thing of it. It was yet 
early, and the Sun fcarce high enough to 
fhew Objedés at a great Diftance ; I only 
took notice of ahigh Icfty Edifice. afar off, 
but could not refolve my felf to what Place 
it belong’d. Whilft I was bufy in.thefe Re- 
fleQicns I heard a Door open,. not that by 
which I entred; and a Woman of a middle 
Age prefented her felf to me in an obliging 
manner, dreft like a grave Citizen, defiring me 
that fince it was fo early, Iwould be pleas’d 
to retire to a Caamber within, and refrefh 
my felf by fome few Hours repofe. ‘ Ob dear 
* Maca, cryed J,- breaking out into Tears, 
€ if.the Prayers of an.unhappy Creature cam 
© mové you to any Compafion,..I beg of :you 
‘ to let mé-know: whereI.am, and .the Rea- 
t 
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fon why.:Tam brought to this Place.” £ 
was going to coutinue my Difcourfe, but 
my Grief interrupted the Paflage of my 
Words, 
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Words, and I found my felf unable to utter 
another Syllable. ‘ Madam, anfwered fhe, 
© you fhall foon be acquainted where you 
are, and for what Reafon youare brought 
hither; in. the mean time refrain your 
Tears, and be afiured that you will be 
treated with the utmoft Civility and Re- 
{fpe&: under this fecurity go in and take 
neceflary Repofe, for before the middle of 
the Day you will be informed of what 
you defire to know. ’ 
I found no Relief but in my Lamentas 
tions and Complaints; yet confidering that 
it was to little purpofe to grieve, I retired 
into a Chamber richly furnifhed, and threw 
my felf upon a Bed that ftood in the middle 
of the Room, where tired and fatigued 
with Grief I foon fell afleep. My dear 
Charles appeared to my Imagination, where 
bath’d in Tears and making mournful La- 
mentations, he feemed to fpeak to me in this 
manner: Oh’ my charming, my dear, my 
faithful Lucinda, how miferable am I be- 
come! I- thought I had provided fufficiently 
for our fecurity, by delivering you from 
your hateful Marriage with Roderick; but. 
to my Ruin I find that Deftiny has delvded 
_my Hopes, and your too great Credulity 
has occafioned our Misfortunes ; and I find 
my felf deprived for ever of that Happinefs 
which I have fearched after, and has coft 
me fo many Cares and Fatigues even from’ 
the tendereft of my Years. Iwas jult going 
; to 
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to demand of him in what was that Credu- 
liry of mine fo blameable, when my Drow- 
finefs left me, to reprefent to me the moft 
hideous and ungrateful Obje& that ever my 
Eyes beheld; it was the old 4/phenfus fitting 
upon the fide of my Bed, his Head refling 
upon his two Hands in the molt penfive and 
melancholy Pofture that Fancy is capable of 
framing. 

Alphonfus was.a Gentleman of the Town, 
rich, and of a good Effate; and altho a- 
bove fifty Years‘of Age, Love was as bufy 
in his Heart as if he had been but five and 
twenty. He happened to dance with me 
one Night at a Ball, to compliment the Wed- 
ding of a Relation, where he fell defperate- 
ly in Love with me; he asked my Parents 
permiffion to court me for Marriage. But 
they knowing my averfion for him, made 
him the civileft Excufes they could invent ; 
and he, after this®efufal, never coming to 
our Houfe, Iconcluded my felf quite out of | 
his Thoughts. § Is it you then Alphonfus, 
‘ faid I, that have occafioned my bringing 
¢ hither? Who could have fufpe&ed this 
‘ from a Perfon of your mature Age ? What 
have I done to provoke you to render me 
the moft miferable Creature in the World ? 
If I once fhewed my Averfion to your 
Love, be aflured that no Confinement, 
Force, or Terror, shall ever conftrain me 
to receive it. But if there remain any Pity 
* in your Heart, towards a Perfon you once 

* pretended 
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pretended to love, I beg of you to com~ 
paffionate me now; let me be carried to 
the Place from whence you took me, I will 
freely forgive you the Infult; but if you 
will not oblige me fo far, let me at leaft 
know where I am, and permit me to find 
the way my felf.”” Thefe Words were pro- 


nounced with fo melancholy and moving 
Complaint, that would have foftned any 
Heart but that of Alphonfus 3 in his it made 
no other Impreffion but to draw from him 
the following Words with a difdainful 
Smile: ‘ That could I think he had me 
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brought hither for no other Reafon but to 
fend me back fo foon? That.his Defign 
was to endeavour to gain my Affection, in 
this folitary and lonely Place, fince woful 
Experience had taught him, that it was 
impoffible to obtain it in fo diverting a 
Place as the Town, where I was every 
Day befieg’d with Troops of Admirers. 
Neverthelefs to eafe your Apprehenfions 
concerning the Place where you are, know 
that the City which you perceive at that 
Diftance is Loudon, and the Place you are 
in at prefent is my Country-Houfe 5 which 
you may from this Moment call your own, 
if you will confent to marry me: without 
this Condefcenfion, depend uponit, there 
is no Perfon able to refcue you from my 
Hands; and that in defpite of you, you 
fhall be conftrained to pafs the remainder 
of your Life in this Solitude. I give you 
; | - © feven 
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* feven Days time to confider upon it ; if 
* you are wife, you will rather chufe to be 
* the Wife of a Gentleman of Fortune that 
* loves you to Defperation, than to wafte 
* and unprofitably confume your Youth and 
* Beauty, in this folitary and comfortlefs 
© Condition, 

I was not fo much troubled at thefe Words, 
as by the Thoughts of what Meafures Al- 
phonfus had taken to carry me away in this 
manner; the very fame Evening, the Me- 
thod and Time the fame agreed upon be- 
tween poor unhappy Charles and my felf. 1 
could not by any means difentangle the In- 
trigue ; afd therefore I defired he would 
tell me how he came to know of my Defign 
ef going away that Evening, and the Hour 
appointed where he was ready to take me 
away. ‘ I could never have had any Hopes 
‘ of feeing you here, moft lovely Lucinda, 
© faid he, had not the bewitching Splendor 
* of Gold contributed to my Defign: Your 
* Servant-Maid, like Dauae, had not power 
© to refiftfo powerful an Advocate. Know 
* then that ever fince I had your Father’s 
* Refufal to give you to my Marriage-bed, 
* Ihave conftantly kept a fecret Correfpon- 
* dence with this Maid of yours, with a Re- 
* folution to run away with you at the firft 
* favourable Opportanity. It has coft me, 
* I acknowledge, a great deal of Trouble, 
“ Care, rand Money; but I think all very 
* well employ’d, fince by that means Ihave 

* you 
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“ you in my power. Laft Thurfday I re- 
* ceived a Letter from your Maid, wherein 
‘ fhe promifed me to deliver you into my 
© Hands, if I would prefent her with two 
* hundred Guineas; imagine if I had the 
© Power to delay one fingle Moment my re- 
turn to Town; where fhe acquainted me 
© with your Confultations, and Refolution 
© tofly away with your firft Lover, the time 
appointed and the manner how, in order 
“ to avoid the hateful Marriage with Rode- 
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© hir’d by your Lover jay, and ordered mine 


© to put in nearer the Stairs; I was the Per- 


rick. lobferved where the Barge that was 


* fon you took for the Mafter, the two others . 


© were my trufty Servants, and thus Madam 
* yon was convey’d to this Place; and I 
* wifh to the Gods it was as much to your 
* SatisfaGion, as it is to my Happinefs and 
* Contentment.” Here amorous Alphonfus 
broke off his Difcourfe, and left me in as 
deep a Confideration, how it was poffible 
that a young Woman in whom’I had plac’d 
fo entire a Confidence, whom I thought I 
had engaged with fo many Favours and re- 
peated Prefents; for which I received fre- 
quent Afieverations that fhe would ferve me 
faithfully even tothe Expence of her Life ; 
could be capable of betraying me to Mifery, 
in this treacherous manner. From this Dif- 
covery, 1 concluded that here lay the too 
great Credulity 1 was blam’d for in my laft 
‘Sleep, by the appearance of my dear Charles : 
| an 
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and which he told me would be the Occafion 
of all my future Misfortunes. Thefe Re- 
fleGions made me fo penfive and melancholy, 
that I had fcarcely the ufe of my Senfes: In 
thefe ‘Troubles and Convulfions of Grief, 
Alphonfus left me, and to fupply his Place, 
fent tomethe fame grave Woman, that gave 
me my firft Reception; fhe: entertained me 
with fuch Difcourfe, and talked to me with 
fo much Reafon, that I found a great abate- 
ment inmy Grief. I began to talk without 
fhedding of Tears; and the Refoltition I 
had taken rather to die than receive the leaft 
Nourifhment, till I was delivered from this 
Confinement, appeared to me fenfelefs and 
‘criminal, and I refolv’d to accept a {mall Re- 
paft in order to re-eftablifh my wafted Spi- 
rits and Vigour; fo little are we Mafters 
of our felves, and fo prone to Inconftancy in 
our Refolutions. 
It would not be long before the feven 
Days which Alphonfus had allowed me for 
my Determination were expir’d; he affidu- 
oully vifited me, and treated me with the 
_ greateft Humanity and Civility imaginable 
to engage me to condefcend to his Defires, 
but I could not have the Thoughts of coha- 
biting with a Perfon fo difagreeable to me, 
who had forced me from the only Happineds 
I propofed to my felf, to’ conftrain me by 
Violence to facrifice my Life to his unrea- 
fonable Defires.. On the other fide, to pafs 


my Life in this folitary Place, without any- 
hopes 
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hopes of releafement, to be deprived of all 
Company and Converfation, was infuppor- 
table ; and I forefaw that his hard Heart 
would never relent from his harfh Refolu- 
tion, unlefs foothed’ by my Compliance. 
J therefore concluded it my wifeft Courfe 
mot to deftroy all his Hopes, to abate the 
Difdain | fhewed in my Behaviour to him, 
and to grant him fome {mall Favours ; which 
tho no Blemifh to my Honour, I very un- 
willingly condefcended to beftow upon an 
Obje& fo much my Averfion: but Policy 
and Convenience often compel us to many 
deteftable Actions. At thefe his Hopes be- 
gan torevive, he doubted not to accomplifh 
his Defign, his Air and Deportment took a 
new Spirit, his Soul was elated, and ready 
to expire with Excefs of Joy. | 

Six tedious Months I pafs’d in this difa- 
sreeable manner, having no other Conver- 
fation but the old Houfe-keeper and my an- 
tiquated Lover, with a continual Ding in 
my Ears of Love and Matrimony; the firft 
in hopes of ferving her Mafter, and the other 
to obtain his fruitlefs Defires. It- happened 
that one day Alphonfus was accompanied 
hither by one of his Nephews; he was 
young and not difagreeableé, as I perceived 
them from the Balcony, as they were coming 
together along the Walk to the Houfe. 
When they approached within fight, I foon 
retired; Vhich I knew would be grateful to 
told Alphonfus, who never defir’d I fhould be 
»~ feen; 
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feen; and threw my felf upon the Bed, de- 
ploring the miferablenefs of my Condition. 

I wifh’d a thoufand times for the Conver- 
{ation of the young Spark, in hopes that his 
tender Years would have mov’d him to fhew 
more compliance to what I defired. I often 
thought by what means to bring it about 5 
but every Proje& feem’d vain and to little 
purpofe, and I found I was oblig’d to leave 
that to Fortune, which I found no likelihood 
of accomplifhing any other way. 

About two days after this, when Alphons 
fus was gone to ‘Town about fome particu- 
Jar Affairs, Margaret (which was the name 
of my Female Attendant) came as ufual to 
make me a Vifit, and receive my Com- 
mands. I founa fhe had fome tendernefs 
and compaffion for my Circumftances and - 
Perfon;-and if at any time the entertain’d 
me with Difcourfes that were difagreeable 
to me, ’twas rather in obedience to her old 
Maiter, than the efile of any ill Nature of 
her own; and fhe agreeably furpriz’d me, 
when fhe began to talk to me in the follow- 
ing manner: ‘ The great difpleafureI have,” 
© faid fhe, beautiful Lucinda, to fee you cone 
‘fume your Youth and Beauty in this me- 
* lancholy State and Condition, together 
© with a Prefent of no little value, has pre- 
© vaild with me to put a Letter into vour 
© Hands; the Perfon who gave it me affures 
‘me it contains noc any thing but what 
£ confifts with Hononr, is to your advanaees 

ean 
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and he hopes fuitable to your Inclinations, 
fince it will deliver you from thefe Afflic- 
tions. I beg of you to excufe me the liber- 
ty I have taken, and to aflure me of not 
making any difcovery of it to Alphonfus, 
otherwife I dare not deliver it; and 1 with 
to Heavens what I have undertaken may 
prove to your contentment and relief, 
* fince the afflidions you endure have, I 
* aflure you, as fenfibly touch’d my heart, 
as if I had fuffer’d ’em in ‘my own Perfon.”. 
I was impatient to know the whole intrigue, 
and could not wait for the end of het Speech; 
but immediately promifing that all fhould be 
kept fecret, fhe put the following Letter in- 
to my hands. | J 


Avinug. had the happinefs, Madam, fo fee 

, you in the Balcony, as I was coming in 
with my Uncle, I could do no lefs than pity the 
Uxhappinefs of your Fate, that confines you here, 
and fubjetts you to the unwelcome Courthhip of 
old amorous Alphonfus, whofe temper I per- 
Seétly knew before this Bearer inform’d me of all 
that pafs'd. Ithought it the duty of every’ young 
Cavalier to offer his affiftance to any Lady in fuch 
Extremity, and I therefore fend to offer you mine. 
Lf you dave rely upon the word of a Maa of 
Honour, believe that if it be to your Inclinati- 
ous, I will carry you. wherefoever you pleafe, 
without offering the leaft injurious attempt, either 
upon your Honour or Perfon. If this meets with 
your Approbation, geqeaie me with it by the Bea= 
a “— rer 
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ver, and I will contrive the moft fecure meaus 
for your Deliverance. I expect your Anfwer, 
and remain, 


Yours, ce 


\ Never any News could prove more. grate~ 
ful to me: What could be more welcome 
than a profpe& of the Liberty I had fo 
much defir’d? But, to my Wealnefs, I muit 
Own there was a farther Charm; for I-was 
wonderfully pleas’d with the Perfon of this 
lovely Youth, and from the firft moment I 
faw him, he was the only Man I could like 
next to my firft Love; and that I fhould not 
think my felf unhappy, were I oblig’d to pafs 
my whole life with him in honourable Chains. 
Curiofity made me enquire of Margaret the 
Quality and Circumftances of this Youth, 
with many other things, which the pleafure 
I receiv’d in talking of him, had put into my 
Thoughts. She told me his Name was Lewis, 
the fole Heir to his Parents, who died ex- 
tremely rich about four or five Years ago; 
and fhe gave me fuch an advantageous ac- 
count of his obliging Temper, Humour and 
Difpofition, that I already long’d for an op- 
portunity to fee him: and in thefe thoughts, 
fo much to his advantage, I returned him 
the following Anfwer. . 
T Have received your Letter, wherein you affure 

me of your Zeal and Endeavours to free me 


from this miferable Confinement. Nothing cam 
7 be 
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be more worthy of a man of Honour than to fuc- 
cour a helplefs Creature of our Sex in Diftrefs. 
Lf your Intentions are honourable, and fuitable to 
the Opinion Ihave of your diftuterefted Generofi- 
- ty in this Affair, let me know the Means you 
propofe, and you will find me inclinable to com- 
ply with any thing confiftent with my Reputation ; 
and be affur’d, next to Providence, I fhall ac- 
knowledge my felf moft oblig’d to my Deliverer. 


Adieu? 


This I delivered to Margaret, who foon 
carry d it as intended. Intwo days I re- 
ceived an Anfwer to it, with the method 
propofed to execute our Defign. Saturday~ | 
night was appointed as the moft convenient 
time, Alphonfus being accuftom’d to go then 
to Loudon, and frequently returned not till 
the Monday after. Accordingly he went 
that day, as ufual, accompany’d by moft of 
his Servants, after he had lock’d me up fafe 
in my Chamber, as he ufed to.do, fo that 
my old Companion had no opportunity to 
come tome. About the middle of the night 
I waited with great impatience, in expetta- 
tion to fee by the little Light the Moon af- 
forded, the arrival of my Deliverer ; when 
at fome diftance I perceived him galloping 
this way,attended by fome Servants on horfe- ° 
‘back: I was extremely overjoy’d to find’ my 
ifh-for Liberty fo near approaching. Mar- 
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garet | found was zealous and watchful ; fhe 
_chain’d up the great Dog which was to 
guard the Houfe, left he fhould interrupt our 
Flight by his Barking, and immediately let 
down the Draw-bridge. Ihad bundled up 
the Clothes and Linen which remain’d, 
ready for our Departure; and tying the fheets 
together at two of their Corners, by that 
means [ let my felf gently down from the 
Balcony ; which was not fo filently perform’d 
but that it waked the Dog, who made a hi- 
deous Noife and Barking, which unfortunate- 
ly wakedthe Gardiner alfo, whofeA partment 
was near the.Houfe. He came with great 
hafte and fury, arm’d with a fork, to en- 
counter the Thieves, as he apprehended ; but 
foon retired, one of the Servants having d/f- 
chare’d a Piftol with a defign to frighten him, 
which had the defired Effe@. 

We took this opportunity to quit the 
Honufe; and, when we were beyond the 
Gate, Lewis took me up behind him on the 
fame Horfe, when Margaret who durft not 
{tay after us, mounted behind the Servant. 
Thus we rode for the whole Night, taking 
‘the moft private Ways, the better to avoid 
being-difcovered by Alphoufus, who we were 
fenfible would omit no Coft or Diligence in 
the fearch after us. Inthe Morning we ar- 
riv'd at Stockbridge, having made near fixty. 
miles, where we tock fome repofe, very 
much pleas’d to find ourfelves out of: danger 
of being overtaken. Fear and Dread was, 
7 an | banith’d 
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banifh’d from my Heart, where the kind 
Thoughts I had for my Guardian and Pre- 
ferver began to intrude, and my Eyes could 
not refrain from expreffing the Senfe of Gra- 
titude I -ow’d to one who had done me fuch 
friendiy Offices, in their languifhing Air. 
This fo inflam’d him, that in him appear’d 
a manifeft Content and Joy, which difco- 
ver’d the Satisfaction and Happinefs he with’d 
for and expected, could he prevail with me 
to enter into the facred Bond of being his 
for ever. He negle&ed no time, but urg’d 
me from that moment, by his obliging man- 
_ ner and engaging deportment, to make him 
a folemn Promife never to contract or marry 
with any other. My Heart fpoke very much 
in his favour; but I thought I was_ bound 
by the Ties of Honour, to tell him what had 
pafied between my firft Lover, Ciarles, and 
my felf, now the Affair was difconcerted, 
and fhould Fortune by any of her Caprices 
hinder us from meeting with each other, no 
other Perfon fhould ever pretend a Right to 
me, and I thould be very willing to gratify _ 
him in what he defired. He aflured me that 

the Perfon I meant was engaged, and he be- 
lieves marry’d, to another, foon after I fled 
from my Father, at the defire of his Rela- 
tions, in order to break off all future Com- 
merce between us; that it was efteem’d my 
Inconftancy and wandering Inclinations was. 
the Occafion of my flight, which gain’d his 
Confent with the more eafe, fo that I might 
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be affur’d to be at full liberty to difpofe of 
my Perfon to whom I pleas’d. Upon thefe 
reiterated Affurances J at laft confented, and 
promifed to give my felf in marriage to him 
at the firft convenient opportunity and place 
we fhould meet with. I left him and went 
to bed with my old companion Margaret, 
who entertained me with a Difcourfe moft 
agreeable to me, fince it was in praife of my 
Deliverer, for whom fhe was a welcome and 
powerful Advocate, tho I muft own it was 
needlefs, he having already gain’d the intire 
pofleffion of my Heart. 

The night thus paft, we in the morning 
- mounted our Horfes, as we had done the day 
before, and continued our Journey; but we 
no fooner were got on Salisbury-Plain, when 
two Perfons, with Masks on their Faces, 
came up towards us with a defign to rob 
us; the Servant who had poor Margaret 
behind him, fpur’d on his horfe, endeavour- 
ing to cover his Mafter and:me from the 
Fire of the Robbers; cne of them difcharged 
his Piftol, of which we were afterwards too 
fenfible, when we found the poor old Maid 
dead upon the Ground by the Shot the had 
received in her Head. The Servant had at 
the fame time fir’d, but unfuccefsfully, for he’ 
mifs’d his aim. This encouraged the High- 
way-man, who was advancing to attack 
Lewis, behind whom { fat, trembling and al- 
moft dead with fear. Lewis was prepared to 


xeceive him, and Champion-like refolved to 
defend 
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defend his Prize to the laft extremity. When 
he approached within the reach of his Piftol, 
Lewis. prefented him with two balls, which 
paffed thro his body; hefoon fell from his 
Horfe which gallop’d away, and the other 
Robber, feeing the fate of his Companion, 
{coured off as faft as his Horfe could carry 
him. The danger was now pafied, and I 
began by degrees to recover my Senfes,. 
when feeing the old Maid lying motionlefs 
on the Ground, I orderéd the Servant to 
difmount, and to give her what Affiftance 
we were able, towards her Recovery: but, 
alas! fhe was paft’ Relief, and almof cold, 
the Bullet having pafled thro her Head, af- 
ter it had wounded the Servant in the fide. 
I, was extremely concern’d at the Lofs of 
my poor Servant, who had been a great 
means in my Deliverance: I was befides ap- 
prehenfive left. this accident, and the leav- 
_ing her upon the Place, might bring us into 
trouble, and difcover the whole Proceeding 
to Alphonfus ; tor this reafon we thought it 
“not convenient to remain long Here. We 
took from Margaret the clothes hie had on, 
which were moft remarkable, put on her 
others of ‘mine lefs known, and ten Guineas 
in her Pocket, with a Paper to this effed: 
‘ Into whatever, charitable perfon’s Hands 
* this thall happen to fail, they are défir'd 
‘that this unfortunate Creature may be 
* tranfported to the Ifle of Wight, where fhe 
£ is very, well known, and queftionlefs they 
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* will meet with Thanks, anda Reward from 
“ her Relations, befides this {mall Gratuity 
* they are defired to accept.’ This we 
thought would amufe ’em, and render them 
the lefs inquifitive ; and knowing where to 
hear cf the Perfon murder’d, would expe& 
to have the whole ftory from that part; and 
before there could be returns of the News, 
we hop’d to be in fafety and out of the 
Noife. This oblig’d us to be moving on as 
faft as the Wound my Servant had received 
would permit us to travel, and with great 
fatigne we arrived that night at Pool in Dor- 
fetbire. . 

Here it was that I confummated my Mar- 
riage with Lewis, fore’d fooner to it than 
T intended, by the Inconvenience I fufter’d 
by being alone with two Men. A fmall 
Prefent ty’d up the Parfon’s Tongue, fo that 
it was perform’d in private and kept fecret, 
and even the Pecple of the Houfe knew not 
but we had been long in that Condition. 

- Here we thought it convenient to remain 
till the Servant’s Wounds were heal’d. He’ 
found he was able to drefs himfelf without 
the Surgeon in about fix days time; and 
there being in the Port a Dutch Ship freighted 
ready to return home, we procur’d the Maf- 
ter’s Cabin, made our felves Paflengers, in- 
tending to fail for Rotterdam, where fhe was 
bound, and from thence tranfport our felves 
either to Florence, Lisbon, or what other Place 
we fhould think moft fuitable and convenient 
to 
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torefide at. ‘TheSalt-water and the toffing 
of the Boat made me fearful and uneafy, 
and my Hero had {carcely Power enough 
to recompenfe the Pain I endur’d, or pre- 
vent me from cenfuring my felf for the Fol- — 
lies I had committed ever fince I left my 
Father’s Houfe, and particularly by putting 
my felf in the power of a Perfon {carcely 
known to me, for whofe fake I had run 
allthefe hazardous Adventures. He did what . 
was in his power to comfort me; he gave 
me all aflurances imaginable of his inviola- 
ble Paffion for me; his Words, his Behavi- 
our, his Concern and every Action wasan au- 
thentick Demonftration of it: and, had not 
that Goddefs, Fortune, been fo noted for her 
nefs and Inconftancy, there could be no 
reafon to doubt of the continuance of his: 
Love for me till Deftiny had made a final 
Separation between us. . 

Holland proved very difagreeable to me; 
the Houfes-.indeed were neat, the Profpe& 
of the Country various and diverting, by 
an agreeable mixture of green Meadows, 
Cattle, Canals, and Ships, to pleafe the 
Eye; but the Wives were little more than 
Servants to their Husbands, and the Men 
fo brutifh that they were not.converfible: 
Traffick and Gain was their only aim, and 
they feem’d fo fearful of being depriwd of 
the very little they carried about them, that 
their Hands were continually in their Poc- 
kets to fecnre it. I therefore prefs’ my 
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Husband to leave this Country, and accord- 
ingly he was fo good, and condefcending 
tomy Defires, as to take the firft oppor- . 
tunicy to embark for Leghorn, defigning to 
fettle there, or at Florence, where we hop’d 
for more delightful Converfation. At this 
place we hir’d an Apartment, where we liv'd 
contented with our Condition. -J endea- 
vour’d by all my Adions and Deportment 
to gratify my Husband, and he on his part 
contriv’d, and facrificed whatever was in 
his power topleafe me. Our Love increas’d 
upon the Birth of a Son which I brought 
him, and all our Care terminated in giving 
him the beft Education we were able. ‘This 
nndifturbed Harypinefs continued for the 
fpace of three Years. I brought him in 
that time no more Children; and, whether 
that, or what other caufe might be the 
reafon of it, I know not, but I per- 
ceiv'd his Concern and Paffion forme grew 
. more indifferent every day, and-I began to 
rail at the Inftability of Fortune. He no 
longer enjoy’d the fame SatisfaGtion as for- 
merly in my Converfation, ftaid abroad, 
contrary to his Cuftom, whole Days; and 
fometimes I was forced to pafs whole Nights 
without the fight of him. I grew very much 
troubled at this Alteration, I complain’d to 
him of his Unkindnefs, and endeavour’d to 
procure a remedy by my Prayers and Inter- 
ceffions; but, alas! all my Application was 
to no purpofe,-and, to my Grief, I found 
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his former Paffion for me was very much di- 
minifh’d, if not quite expir’d. 

This Misfortune drew on another; for 
by continuing this manner of living, he had: 
fo fquander’d away the Bills and Riches he 
brought with him, that I was neceffitated 
to difpofe of my Jewels. I prefs’d him to 
go or Write to his own Country for a Sup- 
ply; but he took no care whilft any thing 
remained. I began to look more narrowly 
into his Actions, to fee if I could difcover 
_the reafon of his teading fo diforderly a 
Life; and by great Fatigue, Bribes and Con- 
trivance, found that he courted a French. 
Madam. Iwas very impatient to fee this 
-frefh Object of his Paffion, imagining to my 
felf, that i¢ muft be wonderfully charming. 
dnd engaging, fince capable of robbing me 
of the Poffefion of one who had fo often: 
{wore to admire me fo much beyond the reft 
of my Sex; thatit wasimpoffible for him 
to live without mé, and protefted to conti- 
tive in the fame Sentiments to the end of- 
the World. I therefore one morning left 
my Husband in Bed, and went to her Houte,. 
under the pretence of buying fome Lace,. 
and French Toys, for fhe dealt in thefe: 
Commodities.. Whilft fhe expofed her Ware, 
I locked with earneftnefs to difcover the 
Charms of her Beauty, and I muft own it 
appear’d to me very indifferent, tho I can- 
not fay, but her Air, and Manner of fpeak- 
ing, was engaging. I bought bat litle ot 
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her Merchandize, and returning home, ad-— 
vifed my Spoufe, that if he was not pleafed 
with my Perfon, he would at leaft make 
chcice of one more agreeable than that 
which at prefent poffeft his Son]; for I 
have been this morning, faid I, at the dir- . 
ty French Woman’s to buy fome Lace, and I 
find her much more fit fora Pedlar of Trin- 
kets, thana Purchafer of Hearts. He made 
me no other anfwer than that I fhould be 
quiet and not concern myfelf with other 
People’s Affairs, took his Hat and Sword, 
went immediately out, and returned not 
home in four Days. , | 

You may eafily guefs how this manner of 
Behaviour afleQed me. What Remedy could I 
poffibly apply to ic? I could lay, the blame 
xo no other but my own Folly, for abandon 
ing my Father, who had contrived a Mar-, 
riage for me, and had provided a loving 
Husband, with whom I might have lived 
happily all my Life, and enjoy’d the Com- » 
fort of my Relations; that now I was fuf- 
ficiently punifthed for my Undutifulnefs and 
Difobedience, and when the Anguifh would 
end I knew not. I begged forgivenefs from 
the Powers above, that they would pardon 
the Folly of my green and unexperienc’d 
Years, and alter the wandering Inclinati- 
ons of him with whom I had vow’d to” 
live forever. It was now the Winter-fea- 
fon, and the Weather very cold, which 
oblig’d my Husband to call for a pan of 
Char- 
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Charcoal to warm his Chamber. This had 
not been made half an Hour, when, being 
in the next Room, I heard fomething fall 
With a great noife upon the ground. I 
quickly run in to fee what was the mat- 
ter, and found my Husband fallen ftupid 
on the Floor; the naufeous. Fumes had de- 
prived him of his Senfes, and if no one 
had come to his Affiftance, might proba- 
ble have ended his Days. My Curiofity 
made me inquifitive in what he had been 
imploying his time, and looking about, I 
found a Letter, in a Woman’s Hand, upon 
the T'able, with an Anfwer he was writing 
to it unfinifhed when the Fumes overcame 
him. My Maid was now come to our af- 
fiftance, we carryd him and laid him 
With much ado upon the Bed. I bid her - 
apply the Corner of a Towel dipt in Vi- 
negar to his Nofirils to reftore his Spirits ; 
and f{natching up the Letter I ran with all 
hafte to my Chamber, where I lock’d my 
{elf in, that I might have an uninterrupt- 
ed Opportunity to read it.” The Woman’s 
Letter was to this purpofe.. 


0 U will bear from. the Perfou who brings you 
this Letter, the Reafon that hinders me from 
feeing you before Sunday, I fball be fenfible of a 
great deal of Difpleafure to be deprived of your 
Company for fo long atime, and nothing could 
make me fuffer it, but an indifpenfable Neceffity. 
I fhould willingly confent to the Propofition you- 
made 
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made me fome Days ago, but it is of that Impor- 
tance that it requires a mature Deliberation, and 
ought to be thoroughly confulted. It being fecureft 
for us, in my Opinion, to leave the Country to 
avoid the fearch your Wife will certainly make 
afier us; my Thoughts have continually been em~ 
ployed about it, ever fince our laft Converfation, 
and are by far too many to communicate to you in 
Writing. Sundaywill afford us a more convenient 
Opportunity to confer coucerning this Affair, and 
fix upon our laft Refolution. In the mean time 
I wifh you all Happine/s, and conjure you to con- 
tinue your Affection for one who will faithfully 
love you as long as fhe lives. , 


Upon reading his Letter, I no longer 
doubted of the Reafon of the Indifference 
and Diflike my Husband fhewed to my Per- 
fon; and impatient to know what Anfwer 
my loving Spoufe would return, I read thefe 


Words. . 


Received your Letter yefterday with great Sa- 
tisfaction, LE kifs'd it a thoufand times, and 
you may be affured that nothing could be more wel-- 
_ come to me than the Affuranses you give me of 
your Fidelity and Couftancy : The Intereft you have 
inmy Heart, eafily perfuades me to what I moft 
defire and covet. Ican fcarcely, my dear Cloe, 
furvive fo long an Abfence as Sunday, the 
Thoughts of our futnve Happinefs may the. better’ 
enable me to endure its and fiace you approve of 
that as the moft convenient time, I fhall expett it 
, with 
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with the greateft Impatience. You need not quef- 
tion an entire Difpofition to fo agreeable a Com= 
mand: the Fear and Apprehenfions you have of 
my Wife ave necdlefs ; let nothing difcompofe you 
upon that feove 5 for before our Depatture I will 
fufficiently fecure all Occafions of Fear from that 
fide, Iwill acquaint you with the Means when 
next I have the Happinefstofee you. Ihavema- - 
ny confiderable Relations in France —— 


Thus far had my hopeful Husband conti- 
nued his Letter, when the Fumes of the 
Charcoal threw him into a Swoon, in which 
he might perhaps have expir’d, had not 
I feafonably come with my Affiftance. 
When I was fenfible of his Perfidioufnefs, I 
almoft repented my Endeavours to recover 
the unfaithful Wretch, to live in the Arms 
of another: Iwas to blame not to let him die 
in that difloyal AGion, a fit Punifhment 
for fo deteftable a Crime. I put the Letters 

-in my Pocket ready to produce upon occa- 
fion, but this Difcovery had fo overwhelmed -- 
me with Trouble and Grief, that the Reflec- 
tions threw me into a fainting Fit. 

' I know not what happened to me whilft 
Icontinued inthis Condition, but when I 
came to my felf I found I was upon the Bed ; 

* T opened my Eyes bath’d in Tears, and per- 
ceived at my Bed’s-Foot my Husband, who. 

feemed to exprefs tender Shews of Trouble 

and Concern for me: but whether it was 


produced from my difcovery of his Infide- 
lity, 


= 
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lity, the Tendernefs he had for me, or the 
counterfeit Hypocrify fo ufual to his Sex, I 
could not determine. 

© Oh perfidious Traytor, cried J, 1s this 
“ the Reward of all the Affection I have 
© fhew’d you fince our firft Acquaintance 
* and mutual Proteftations? What is be- 
* come of all thofe Charms you fo valued 
“ heretofore? Alas! they have loft all their 
* force, and are become_incapable of dri- 
* ving the Idea of the leaft deferving, of 
* one whom all but you would defpife, out 
© of your Heart. Inconftancy has the Do- 
* minion .of it, and Heaven knows if I am 
* the firft Perfon you have fo treacheronfly 
© betrayed. To have left me inthe Power 
* of your Uncle, had been more humane and 
© kind, than to burden me thus with mifera« 
© ble Misfortunes, impoffible for me:to bear. 
“ But if my Tears have not Power to move 
* you, think on your Son, your beloved 
* Son, fcarce three Years old; and let that — 
* incline your Heart to Pity. Who will be 
* a Father to him when you are gone ? How 
* can you leave your own Blood, the Re- 
* femblance of your felf, thus expofed to the © 
“ treatment of the favage World? I might 
“ have reafonably expected a better Ufage 
* from you, but Lhave gained by it, at leaft 
* this dear-bought Experience; She who 
‘ confides in the Promifes and Oaths of 
‘ faithlefs Man, is fure to be deceived and 
‘ ruined. Neither can 1 forbear pitying my ; 

: © worths 
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worthlefs Rival Cle, who will doubtlefs 
foon be left and abandon’d by you ; what 
can the expe@ from you that have the 
cruel Heartto leave a Child, and a tender 
Wife who trufted to your broken Oaths, 
in fuch a barbarous manner? But know, 
perfidious Wretch, your if1 Ufage, your 
treacherous Dealings, fhall not go unre-? 
venge’d; and by all the Gods I fwear that 
you and yeur dirty Concubine fhall foon 
be fenfible .of it: Since the two Letters F 
have under both your Hands will be a 
fuficient Teftimony of your Behaviour 
and Infidelity.’ 

When I had uttered thefe Words, I was 
"putting my Hand into my Pocket to produce 
the Letters, but found them not there; 
which made me conclude as it prov’d, that 
my Sponfe had taken them from me. ‘ ‘Think 
“not, continued I, that your taking thefe 
© Letters from me fhall hinder my Revenge, 
* for either Cloe or I muft die; I will never 
* fuffer you to be in the Arms of any gther, 
“and tho you fled with her to ‘the furthelt 
* Corner of the World, my Injuries would car- 
“ ry me thither, and no Diftance be able to fe- 
* cure you from my Revenge, till I had broke 
* the criminal Love between you.’ Thefe 
Complaints were attended with fuch Fury 
and Paffion, that pitying in fome meafure 
my great AffliGion, and fearing the Effects 
ef it, he began to footh me; he embrac’d_ 
me, kifs’d me with a Fervency, at leaft welt 
diflembled, © 
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diflembled, beg’d my Pardon with the 
greatelt Submiffion, and vowed to change 
his way of living, forfake all Converfation 
that fhould give me any Uneafinefs, and in- 
violably keep that Faith he had fo often 
vowed to me, and as he acknowledged, I 
fo well deferv’d. ‘ I muft own, my dear 
© Lucinda, faidhe, that I could be no lefs 
* than perfe@tly blind and upid when I pre- 
“ fer’d Cloe’s Beauty to yours; neither was 
* there any thing in her Manner and Beha- 
viour capable of engaging any one in his: 
* Setifes, who had the poffeffion of yous 
“ Ican attribute it tono other Canfe but 
* Witchcraft, nothing lefs could make me 
* guilty of fo much Folly, fo unaccountable. 
‘ an A@ion, as ungeneroufly to forfake you. 
© for fo undeferving a Creature: but] thank. 
the Powers above for difcovering our in-. 
tended Flight, the Thoughts of it amaze 
me; but forgive me, my dear, my charm= 
ing Lucinda; Tamconvinced of my Weak- 
nefs, dry up thofe affliGing Tears, forget’ 
what’s pafs’d, receive me into thofe wel- 
come Arms, I hall know for the future 
how to efteem that Happinefs;, and be 
aflured that for the time to come you fhalil 
* have no Reafon to complain of any of my | 
© A@Gions, 

Who of all our tender Sex could be 
proof againft fuch Promifes, and infinuating, © 
Expreffions? My Heart had not power to 
refift, and perfuaded that what he fpoke 

. came 
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came fromthe fincerity of his Heart, I quick- 
ly confented to a Reconciliation I fo much 
defired ; and my Eyes, long accuitom’d to 
Tears of Grief, could fcarce now forbear pay- 
ing that Tribute to Joy. ITembraced him, 
gave him a thonfand Kiffes, {wore an utter 
Oblivion of ail the Injuries he had done me; 
whilft he reiterated all his Proteitations and 
Vows of a fincere Repentance, and an une 
molefted Pofleffion of his Heart to the end 
of the World. Excefs of Joy appeared re- 
ciprocally in all our Airs and Actions, and 
we feemed to enter into a new State of 
Happinefs more tranfcendent than what we 
enjoyed at our firft{ Union. But alas! it is 
not our Lot to have a long and intire Feli- 
city in this World! I too foon difcovéred 
by his Indifference that the Diftemper was 
not abfolutely cur’d, this encreafed my Suf- 
picions and Jealoufies; I contriv’d to have 
him dogg’d, and found that the faithlefs 
Creature often went to Clve’s, notwithftand- 
ing the Promifes he made me:to the contrary. 
I was unwilling to give Faith to my In- 
former, without being a Witnefs of it my 
felf; I therefore put on a Difguife that I 
might not be known, and went to the Door 
of Cloe’s Honufe: It was in the Month of 
Februnry, the Weather rigoroufly cold, I 
had waited there two Hours in expectation 
of him; the feverity of the Weather made 
me tremble like an Afpin-Leaf, when Lewis, 
who came, feeing me in that Condition, 
taking 
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taking me for a poor Woman in want, gave 
me Alms, and bid me go home and buy fome 
Wood to warm me; I returned him Thanks, 
the fhaking of my Teeth with Cold altering 
my Voice affifted my Difguife; I found there 
was too much ‘Truth in what I had been in- 
formed, and returned home very uneafy. 

I pafs’d two Months without taking notice 
to my Spoufe cf what I had difcovered ; 
when one day, after he was gone ont, as 
I fuppofe, to fee his Miftrefs, an elderly 
Woman, decently and gravely: dreft, came 
to ask forme; I met her inthe firft Apart-: 
ment, but fhe defired to fpeak with me in 
private: Icarried her up into my Chamber, 
where, after. we had difcourfed of feveral 
Subjects, the exprefs’d her felf in this man- 
ner, © Madam, I hope you will not take 
it amifs, that at the Defire and Intreaties 
of a Gentleman, I have prefumed to wait 
upon you; the poor Condition you fee me 
in, may ferve for an Excufe, being oblig’d 
to do any thing almoft for a Subfiftence- 
and Livelihood in an honeft way: Iam per- 
{uaded that the Gentleman is too honoura- 
ble to require any thing of you but what 
© Decency and good Breeding allows 7 —— 
‘Thad not Patience to hear more, and defired © 
fhe would tell me quickly what fhe had to 
fay tome; at this, fhe took a Billet out of 
her Pocket, and prefented it tome, the Con- 
tents were to this purpofe. 
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Oubtlefs, Madam, you will think it ftrange 

that one who never had the Happinefs of your 

— Acquaintance, fhould prefume to fend you a Let 
rer; but if you could fee to the Bottom of my 
Heavt, you would foon know the indifpenfable Ne- 
celfity. I have often endeavoured to check my 
growing Paffien, but your Charms are too powerful, 
and I find refiftance inefeftual: I know with 
~what Caution we are obliged to adt, where a La- 
dy’s Honour is concern'd, I defire net any thing 
that may be injurious tothat. All that I beg is, 
that you will permit me to love you, and to ac- 


knowledge my felf, Madam, 
Your moft Humble Servant, 


Don Antonio di Caftello: 


When I had read the Letter, I enquired 
of the Woman who this Don Antonio was; 
fhe told me a Spanifh Gentleman that had 
long refided at this Court, of great Quality 
and Fortune ; that he had always liv’d with 
Grandeur, and was accounted a generous 
Perfon, and of untainted Honour and Re- 
putation; defcribed his Perfon, Shape and 
Habit. Itold her fhe might if fhe pleafed 

carry him back his Letter, and defire him 
not to give himfelf any farther Trouble of 

. this kind, fince it would be to no purpofe ; 
and I fhould be obliged to acquaint my Huf- 

, haw band, 
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band, to put a {top tohis Importunity; that 
I forgave him this Fault, becaufe it was the 
firft, but that I could not anfwer for the 
Event, fhould he continue to trouble me 
again. She begg’d of me not to return the 
Letter, and excufed her felf from receiving 
it; that if I would not be fo obliging to an- 
{wer it, fhe implored me not to offer him the 
Affront to fend it back, believing by his 
Expreffions that he aimed at no more than 
what was within the bounds of Honour to 
grant, and what fhould not in the leaft vio- 
late the Duty Towed my Husband. In fine, 
fhe urged fo many Reafons, and play’d her 
Part fo well, that not without Reluctancy 
Tretained the Letter. 
I faw the next Day a Gentleman pafs by my 
', Balcony, followed by two Servants; he was 
drefs’d after the fame manner fhe had before 
defcribed, and I doubted not but it was Doz 
Antonio, efpecially when 1 faw him make a 
low Obeyfancee My Heart trembled at 
this Adventure, I knew nothing of the 
manner of Courtfhip the Spanifh Dons ufed 
to pay to the married Ladies. I*obferved 
him attentively, and thol found no Difpo- 
fition in me to Jove him, I muft own his 
Perfon was not ungrateful to me; he feemed 
to be about thirty, and his Habit and Equi- 
page fhew’d him to be of no mean Rank. ~ 
Don Axtonio continued thus to pafs by my 
Balcony every day, for at leaft a Fortnight, - 
without making any other Advances to gain 
my 
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my. Love. This time expired, the Woman 
who brought me the firft Letter, came with 
a fecond, accompanied with a Prefent of 
great Value; which was a large Cupid of 
Gold, drawing his Bow fet with Diamonds, 
the String was a String of Pearls, and the 
fparkling Eyes of Cupid were reprefented 
by two large Brillants. Imuft confefsI was 


perfectly dazzled with the Splendor of this 


rich Prefent; but I durft not accept it, left — 
it fhould come to ‘my Husband’s ‘know- 
{edge, and oceafion himto fufpe& my Ho- 


nefty. Don Antonio in his Letter, defired 


an Opportunity to fpeak with me, but info 
humble and obliging a manner, that I could 
not hate a Perfon who profefied to love me, 


and gave me fuch convincing Proofs of his 


Paffion. 
I told the old Madam, the Reafons that 


. forbid me to accept his Prefents, that I was 


extremely concerned that Doz Antonio fhould 
take fuch Pains and ‘Trouble to accomplith 
what my Honour would never permit me to 
grant; that I advifed him to place his Aftec- 
tions upon fome Object more deferving of 
a Perfon of his Merits and Endowments: | 
and I defired he would fend me no more Let- 
ters or Prefents, left in time the Confe< 
quence might be fatal to me if not to us 
both. © eg v = 

_ With this Anfwer, fhe retured very mUch 
concerned that I would not fend one more 
agreeable, or accept of the Cavalier’s Pre- 
al fent. 


48 .The Life and amorous 


fent. For fix Months after this, the Don 
frequently fent me Letters, begging for an 
Opportunity to {peak with me. I was ap- 
prehenfive left they fhould be difcovered, 
and prove my Ruin. Freturned himno An- 
{wer to any, but muft acknowledge that his 
Letters did not difpleafe me. My Husband 
continued his leud way of living, which 
abated my Inclinations for him, and was the 
- Reafon I difcovered not to him Don Antonio’s 
Courtfhip. He was fo bewitch’d to Cle, 
that it took up all his Thoughts and Time ; 
and if an Accident had not prevented him, 
T doubt not he would have left me, and fled 
away with her to Frazce, according to the 
before concerted Defign. - 

Fate prevented his treacherous Intentions, 
for oneMorning as I was revolving upon my 
unhappy Condition, he was brought home 
by two Men followed by a confufed Mob. 
I foon knew the Occafion, he was not able ~ 
to fuftain himfelf, fo difpirited and weak, 
that his Legs were unable to fupport him; 
and his Face fo befmeared and covered with 
Blood, that I could fcarce know him. I 
caufed him to be immediately put into Bed, 
and fent for the ableft Surgeons ; his Wounds 
were fearched, and judged incurable, and 
Quiet and Reft was the onlyHopes remained 
for his recovery. No fooner were the Sur- 
geons gone out of the Houfe, but the Mini- 
fters of Juftice came in, to enquire into the — 


Affair, and the Occafion of it. My Haf- 
| band: 
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band wasobliged to fpeak, and in this weak 
Condition acquainted them that he had 
pafled the laft Night at a Gentlewoman’s 
Honfe called Clue, with whom he had kept 
a Correfpondence for fome time, notwith- 
ftanding the Exhortations and Defires of his 
Wife to the contrary ; that he had unfortu- 
nately left the Key in his Chamber-door, 
and was inthe Morning in a found fleep, 
when he found himfelf ftab’d as he lay in 
Bed; that at this he awakened and knew 
that it washer Brother who gave him this 
Treatment for the Difhonour he had done to 
the Family; that he had often waited for an 
Opportunity, but could never meet with any 
till this unhappy Minute. I was getting out 
of Bed, faid be, when I received another 
Wound, and tho I took my Sword to defend 
my felf from further Attempts, the Wounds 
and Lofs of Blood had made me unable to 
fland, and I fell helplefs uponthe Floor. He 
' after this, gave mefeveral frefh Wounds, and 
fled ont of the Honfe. ‘The Trouble of ut- 
tering this had fo abated the {mall Spirits and 
Force remaining, that Lewis fainted away ; fo: 
that for fome time we thought him dead. 
The Minifters of Juftice left the Houfe, in 
order to look after the-Criminal, but they 
could never difcover what was become either 
of the Sifter, or the infatiable Revenger. 
He grew weaker every Day, no Confulta- 
tion or Advice for his Recovery was neg- 
lected; all proved unfuccefsful, and after he 
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had prepared himfelf for‘Death, at the end 
of five Days he expired, énjoying his Senfes 
to the laft, repenting of his ungratefal ufage 
to me, and begging my forgivenefs to ohe 
laft moment. 

His laft Behaviour to me had made Fach 
impreffion, that I grieved’ very much for his 
Misfortune; I wifhed I had accompany ’d’ 
him in his Death, and heartily’ forgave him’ 
all the injuries he had done me. But, as 
il] fortune feldom comes alone, | this Was 
fucceeded by ancther more affli@ing, which 
was the Lofs-of my hare foon foliow’d 
his Father. Being thus deprived of all my 
comfort, the little Mony remain’d almoft 
wafted, and nothing but a few Jewels left 
to fupport me, my “condition was. reduc’d 
to that te that it would have been 
impoffible for me to bear, had not Fortune 
provided for my Relief. When'Don Anto- 
nio had heard: of my Husband’s Death, he. 
not only continued, but renewed his’ Appli- 

cations with greater fervency: It is not 
difficult to believe that I had now no rea- 
fon to be difpleas’d at his Courtflup; the. 
frequent Pr efents he made me,-- beige. nei- 
ther unneceflary, or unacceptable in’ my pre- 
fent Circumftances. I neverthelefs thought: 
it indecent to receive addrefles from. any 
other, fo foon after my Husband’s Expira- 
tion; but the fervent Sollicitations, and 
forvent Interceffion he made to me prevailed 


fo far, that I paces to fee him in my: 
Houfe 
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Houfe at a time I affign’d. Dox Antonio 
overjoy’d, came accordingly to vifit me the 
Fvening appointed. His SatisfaGion was 
fo great, that it fcarcely left him the Power 
to fpeak,. and he treated me with all. the 
Refpe& imaginzble, fuitable to the Opini-. 
on and Character I had of him. After the 
firft Compliments, our Converfation turn’d- 
upon variety of Subjects, and was fo agree- 
able to us both, that it continued to Mid- 
night before we parted. His Difcourfes 
appear’d to me fo full of Wit and good 
Senfe,- and his: Behaviour fo generous and 
engaging, that my Heart began to have no» 
little Affe€tion for him. Thefe Converfati- 
ons were kept fecret for two Months, to 
avoid the Cenfure of the World, for re- 
ceiving Propofitions of Marriage fo foon af-- 
ter the Lofs of my Husband. When this 
time was expired, my.new Lover made ear- 
neft Sollicitations to me, to accompany him 
into Spain,- his own Country; that oure . 
Marriage fhould be folemniz’d when we 
were gone from this Place about a Day’s. 
Journey, where we were not known:: and, 
In confirmation cf this Promife, he pre- 
fented me with a Diamond of great Price, 
and under the Writing to this effect, he- 
-fubfcrib’d his Name writ in his own Blood. 
I could not refufe my Confent, which made 
him very induftrious to provide with {peed 
every’-thing neceflary for out Voyage. 
He aequainted me that the Spaviardsi-were 
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- generally fo jealous of their Wives, that 
any Gentleman who fMiould allow his Con 
{ort the Freedom they permit in other Coun- 
tries, or give them even the Opportunity to 
foeak with any other Perfon, would be de- 
{pis’d for their Folly and loofe OEconomy ; 
and therefore that I might not be punifh’d 
with this requir’d Refervednefs, or he cen 
fur'd for his Unwarinefs, or loofe Condu, 
he defired I would accompany him in this 
Voyage drefs’d in Mens Clothes; that be- 
ing obliged to go by Sea, this would yet _ 
be the more requifite. He therefore provi- 
ded for me a Man’s Habit, rich and fahhi- 
onable, with all things fuitable. ‘The Garb, 
i fancy, had infpired me with manly Refo- 
lutions; I had no timorous Thoughts, was 
refolved at leaft to counterfeit the young 
Hero, and applied my felf diligently to at- 
tain their Airs. My Knees at firft knock’d 
too clofe together, and my Gate was too 
mincing; but Cuftom made me ftep more 
boldly, and in alittle time I could itrut and 
cock my Hat as wellas the belt, and force 
out a neceflary Oath to adorn my Difcourfe. 
Thus equip’d, Iembarked with my Spoufe. 
I pafs’d for a Relation of Don Axtonio, and 
there was no one in the Ship who fufpeted 
my being a Cavalier. When the Winds 
had fwell’d our Sails, and our Veffel be- 
gan to {cud away, to pafs the time more 
agreeably, I defired Don Autonio to divert 
os with fome Tale of Love, of which I 
Ps knew 
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knew him to be well flor’d, and able to 
deliver it to us to the greateft advantage : 
The Captain of the Veffel, and the Compa- 
ny made hitn the fame requeft, and he con- 
déefcended to -entertain us in the following 
manner 
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Conjugal Duty rewarded ;.or, 
The Rake reformd 


Ree N Saragofa, a famous City in Spain, 
. ib had long inhabited the antient Fa- 
SEEN mily of the Alvarez, the moft ef- 
tem’d both for their Worth and iarge Pof- 
feffions, of any in the Kingdom ,of 4rragon. 
OF this Line was Don Sebaftian, one of the 
moft aflable and moft accomplifh’d young 
Gentleman in that Country. He, like the 
re{t of the young Noblemen, {pent his time 
in courting variety of young Ladies ; no par- 
ticular Beauty having yet the Influence to 
fix his inconftant Heart, he made an equal 
application to all. Gailantry was his only 
Diverfion, and the Nights were paffed in 
Serenades, fcouring about in Masks and 
‘Difguifes, according to the cuftom of the 
Place.” 

In the midft of this Career he happen’d 
to fee a young Gentlewoman, whofe Béau- 
ty and Behaviour feemed to him extraor- 

dinary. 
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dinary. He was fo charm’d with her Ap- 
pearance, that he fell defperately in love 
with her. He followed her home to ‘her 
Houfe; and taking particular notice of it, 
that he might not forget the place, he, like 
other Lovers, omitted not to pafs often eve- 
ry day by her Window, in hopes of the 
Happinefs to fee the Obje& that had engaged 
all his thoughts. . ‘The Day that afforded him 
‘not this opportunity was efteemed the moft 
unlucky, but whenhe was fo fortenateé to 
have a fight of her, if the caft but one Look 
upon him which he always interpreted to 
his own advantage, he thought’ himfelf 
the happieft Creature imaginable. - After he 
had, pafled fome timesin “thefe fafhionable 
Vanities; -finding his Paffion ftilt increafing, 

he began to. enquire after the Condition of 
the voung Lady, and underftood that her 
Father who had bee a Gold-fmith, was 
dead for fome Years,, that fhe had a Mo- 
ther living there, withrtwo Brothers who 
were of the fame Trade; that the had the 
Reputation of being very virtuous, was much 
efteem’d, of no defoicable Fortune, and by 

many courted for Marriage. 

Don Sebaftian was more enflam’d at this 
good Character. ‘T'o obtain the pofleffion of 
her he made all his Endeavours: He ad- 
drefs’d and complimented her with Letters, 
tempted her with the richeft Prefents, and 
omitted not any thing that might conduce 


to efie& his Defign. The Lady was proot 
C 4 againit 
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againit all thefe Temptations; and at the 
end of this Courfe, which he continued for 
four Months, he found himfelf unable, with 
all his Stratagems, to take this impregnable 
Fortrefs. He refolved therefore to make his 
“Sagctack after another manner inhopes of bet- 
ter Succefs, and concluded to try if addref- 
fing to her ina civil manner, and {peaking 
to her himfelf, might be more power- 
ful towards the foftening her obdurate 
Heart. Hetookthe firft Opportunity, when 
feeing Panthea at the door; ‘ Madam, fays 
© he, in the moft humble and refpe€tful man- 
ner, I hope you will pardon me if I take 
this favourable Moment, to aflure you that 
the Paffion I have profefs’d for you in 
my Letters is real and fincere; that I have 
lov’d you with the greateft Violence ever 
fince the firft fight; that you are the con- 
tinual Obje& of my Thoughts, and Icom- 
mit no AGion, wherein you have not a 
Concern. Without you it is impoffible for 
me to live; *ris youthat make my Deftiny, 
and as you command Jam either to be hap- 
py or miferable. Thefe are Affairs too 
important to be negle&ted, and I hope may 
prevail with you as an Excnfe for my ta- 
king this Method to acquaint you with my 
Condition. I hope you will be more fa-. 
veurable to this Declaration, than you 
have been to the Letters I fent you, and 
not condemn a Perfon to be the moft mife- 
rable of Mankind for loving you at this ex- 
© travagant 
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travagant rate.” His AG@ions were fo con- 


formable to his Expreffions, and accompa- 
nied with fo many Sighs, utter’d in fo agree- 
able a ftile, that no one who heard him 
could doubt of the Sincerity of his Intenti~ 
ous. § Weknow Don Sebaftian, {aid Panthea, 
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that you are perfectly Mafter of the Art of 
Perfwading; your Perfon, as well as your 
Behaviour, are fram’d for it, and many of 
our Sex have no doubt been fenfible of it 
to their Coft. If report be to be credited 
(you will excufe me the freedom) after 
the rambling Life you are reported to 
have led, they mutt be ftupid who take this 
ages of your’s for any other than Jeft 
and Raillery; neither think it Pride or Dif- 
dain that hinder’d me from anfwering 
your Letters,’ the Compliments in them 
were much beyond what I deferved. I 
muft acknowledg the vanity of fuppofing 
myfelf belov’d, was not difpleafing to me. 
What we defire, we are too fubjeG& to be= 
lieve. My Weaknefs was not yet fo great, 


© as to condefcend to return youan Anfwer 


to your Letters. To have given Encou- 
ragement to a Paffion I had no farther 
proof of, would have been injurious to the 
Honour and Decency of our Sex, well — 
knowing how little you Cavaliers value an 


eafy Conqueft: I therefore fummon‘d alt 


my Forces to refift thefe powerfulAttempts 3; 
and, Thanks to my Stars, I ftill poffefs, 
and: ever fhall, Fortitude and Pru- 
Cs *"enes 
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* dence fufficient. to guard me win thefe 
‘ Temptations, tho feconded by your Pre- 
fence, where you confirm thofe Proteftati- 
onséend tender Expreffions you have fo often 
made ufe of in my favour. But, to thew 
you that my Heart is not capable of Ingra- 
titude, upon condition that what you re- 
quire is not beyond the Bounds of Honour, 
I give you leave to love, and will return 1t 
witha virtucus and honeft Friendfhip: yet 
be certain, that whenever you move in-the 
leaft bey end thefe Limits, you fhall never 
fee me more; and, notwithftanding the 
Difference cf our Qualities, be defpifed as 
an Invader of my Honour, and an Enemy 
that cnly aims at ryining my Reputation, 
and good Name.’ At thefe words Panthea’s 
Mother, who had overheard this Difcourfe, 
advanc ‘d: © Sir, fard fhe, theFolly cf my Daugh- 
ter, and the Manner of expreffing her in- 
nocent Thoughts, not accaftom’d to enter- 
tain Perfcns of your Rank and Quality, 
mu{t appear to you ridiculous.’ £ Onthe 
contrary, Madam, cry'd he, when I came 
here firft I thought not to have fkaid a 
Moment, bur her Difcourfe has fuch a 
Mixture ae Witand good Senfe, utter’d in 
fo obliging a manner, that it 1s I think 
impoftble for me to Zo: Her Expreffionss % 
are ficfh Chains, and her Words gather 
new Charms and Sweetnefs, as they ccme 
out of her pretty Mouth. Virtue and Beauty 
are not alweyslink’d to Quality: Your pret- 
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© ty Daughter poffefles both, and tho not of 
“fo high Degree, of fo exalted Birth, a 
© Cavalier of the higheft Rank may be proud 
‘tof her Converfation, when adorn’d with 
* two fuch valuable Jewels.”” 
After much Difcourfe of this kind Don 
Sebaftian took his leave for this time. He 
continued his Vifits for fourteen or fifteen 
\ Days, in hopes of accomplifhing his Intenti- 
‘ons; and tho he was well born, rich, not - 
‘unaeceptable to thé’ Generality of the La- ' 
dies, and, as he thought, not hated by 
Panthea, finding that he labour’d in vain, 
that all his Endeavours were to no purpofe, 
that he figh’d without any hopes of the Re- 
turn he expected to extinguifh his Flames, 
which were continually encreafing, he re- 
folvd to try another Courfe, which was to 
fend the Mother fix thoufand Crowns, witha 
farther Promife to give her Daughter aconf- 
derable Portion when the fhould think fit to. 
marry, in cafe fhe would comply and gra- 
tify’ his paffionate Defires. The Mother 
and the Daughter were both incens’d at 
this Afiront: ‘They abhor’d the being 
thought fo vile and mercenary as to part 
with that Honour for a little dirty Drofs, 
which had been fo carefully preferv’d; they 
therefore return’d his. Letter and Prefent 
in the greatéft Difdain, and bid the. Mef- 
fenger tell him, that he might keep his Mo- 
ney to enfnare fome other heedlefs Ladies, 
but that the’was'too fenfible of the Va- 
: | lie 
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“bie of Honour and Virtue to be taken in #5 
duch weak ‘Toils. . 
This Repulfe but the more enflam’d Don 
Sebaftian: He knew not what todo; to live | 
without her was impoffible: he refolved a 
to have her at any rate, and therefore, — 
altho there was a great Difference be- 
tween the Riches and the Quality of the Fa- .° 
milies, yet her Beauty, her Honour, and her¢ 
Virtue, had rais’d her fo much above t 
low Stock from whence fhe proceeded,that 
he flatter’d himfelf fhe would be efteem’d a 
Match not difequal or difefteem’d by the 
moft elevated Rank ; he therefore concluded 
to marry~her, in cafe fhe would give her 
Confent, and to this end making her a Vi- 
fit, ‘ Panthea, {aid he, I know.not if you 
will forgive me the Attempts I have made 
upon your Honour; it is not my leaft Joy 
that I have found you able to refift my 
Sollicitations: Your Virtue, join’d with 
the Charms of your Beauty, have gain’‘d, 
my lovely Panthea, the Pofleffion of my 
Soul; they are a fufficient portion for any 
one, and much more to be efteem’d, than 
Quality and Riches where they are not. 
I therefore come to make you al] the Re- 
paration in my power, to fhew my Since- 
rity, and confirm you in the Opinion of 
the inviolable Paffion I have for you, by 
offering you my Fortune and Perfon, by 
becoming your Husband. If you will con- 
fent toit, you shall find me the moft ee 
£ ia 
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: © ful and the moft loving that Nature ever 
’ © produc’d,’? Thefe Words were very pleaf- 
ing to Panthea: ‘ I know not, Sir, fays fhe, 
* whether this is a new Stratagem to ine 
veigle me : I am fenfible of the Difference 
of our Conditions, and your Condefcenfion 
in it may well countenance my Sufpici- 
. © ons; but if what yon fay is really your 
* Intention, I fhall receive the Honour you 
will do me with ail Acknowledgments 
Gratitude, and endeavour to convince 
* you by my Behaviour that a Perfon may 
* be happy, tho not marry’d to one of an 
© equal Rank and Qaality.’ 

In confirmation of his Promife, Don Se- 
baftian prefented her with a Diamond-Ring, 
which, after two or three Kifles, he put 
upon her Finger, defiring her that the Affair 
might be kept fecret till he had acquainted 
his Relations with it: In the mean time fhe 
might advertife her Mother and Brothers 
of his Defign, and that he would himfelf 
procure a Prieft to celebrate their Marriage. 

“Phe Ceremony was performed the next 
Morning, in the prefence of her Mother, 
the two Brothers, a Servant-Maid of theirs, 
and a trufly Valet who belong’d to Don 
Sebaftiaz. The whole day was fpent in Feaf- 
ting, Merriment, and Joy, at Panthea’s 
Marriage; the Bridegroom notwithftanding 
thought ‘it an Age before the wifh’d-for 
Evening, the happy Seafon wherein he was 
to reap thofe long’d-for Joys he had-with 
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fuch indefatigable labour fo often attempted, 
came. Big with Expectation he hattes to 
Bed, rifles the bridal Trreafure, and with 
-repeated Pangs often renews the amorous 
~ Chafe, refolved to make a full Repaft of 
«what he had fo long defir’d: ‘Towards the 
-Morning the Fury of his Appetite abated, 
he grew more temperate, and began to think 
of his Intereft. My dear Panthea, faid hey 
I think-my felf the happieft Creature in the 
World, and prefer my Panthea before’ ail 
the Treafure of the Univerfe; but you know, 
my Dear, that we muft not quite neglect 
the Management of our Affairs, which re- 
quir’d that this Marriage fhould be kept a 
Secret for fome time, till all was fettled to 
my Intentions: that till then 1 fall be 
oblig’d to lie every nightat home: That 
it was more his Unhappinefs, he aflur’d her 
than it could be her’s, and defir’d her not 
to take it amtfs, fince it was for both their 
Advantages ; that he would vifit her every 
day, and, when he had not the Satisfaction 
to be with her, the fhould be'the.Obje& of | 
his Thoughts and Wifhes ; that:he had pro- 
vided for her a Bill of a thoufand Crowns té 
fupply her prefent Occafions, and would 
take care to furnifh her from time to time 
with whatever fhe wanted. She told him the 
Abfenre of what fhe fo much efteem’d, muft 
needs be very grievous to her ; that her on- 
ly Comfort wenld be to think it contrary to 
his Defires, and the efle& of his Prudence 
only, 
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only, often fo great an enemy to Love; 
that fhe hop’d fhe had the fole Pofleffion 
of his Heart, and in that. View was very 
witing to fubmit to any thing he: fhould 
think fit to command; that fhe fhould every 
day expe@’ him with Impatience, and defir’d 
him to omit no Opportunity that would 
permit him to come with convenience to her 
welcome Arms. In this amorous State they 
parted, and he frequently renew’d his Vifits 
with the fame Ardour and Inclination. 

Thefe frequent Vifits were taken notice of 
by the Neighbours, who began to cenfure 
the young Lady’s Condu@ and Deportment, 
and refleGted upon the Mother and the Bro- 
thers for fuftering fo {candalous a Corref- 
_pondence, to the prejudice of their Sifter. 
They lamented that a young Perfon, who 
had fo carefully preferv’d her Reputation 
and Character untainted to the age of twen- 
ty, and who was fo efteem’d forher Virtue 
and Behaviour, fhould have the Weaknefs 
and Unhappinefs, to be entic’d into a dif- 
honeft Converfation.. Panthea was not ig- 
norant of thefe Reports; but knowing her 
own Innocence, and believing fhe fhould 
foon have an opportunity to clear her Re- 
putation by the difcovery of her Marriage, 
fhe took but little notice of it. She neverthe- 
~~ lefs often defir’d her Spoufe to take her home 
with him, to avoid the Scandal and Calum- 
ny. which the Neighbours caft upon her; 
but he gave her. fuch foothing Anfwers, 
zs, # Boat 
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that fhe confented rather to bear the Blame 
and Cenfure of the whole World, than give 
him the leaft occafion for Difpleafure; re- 
- {olv’d to facrifice all her AGions to his Con- 
tentment and Satisfaction. 

The Paffions that engage Mankind, efpe- 
cially if violent, feldom continue long. 
*Twas thus with Dox Sebaftian, the Ardency 
of his Love began to lefien, he often look’d 
upon his Pauthea, and found not in her thofe 
bewitching Charms he ufed to think her 
Miftrefs of; this made him incline to Re- 
pentance for his unwary. Marriage. In his 
cooler Reflections he thought the inequality 
of the Match injurious to the Honour of 
his Family, that it would be to his Prejudice 
to have it difcovered; and therefore ab- 
{tained from vifiting her fo frequently, and 
only at thofe times when his inordinate De- 
fires prompted him to it. Thus the poor 
Panthea was forfaken, he forgot his often re- 
peated Vows and Promifes, the Duties of a 
married State, and fell into his old Courfe 
of living. Amongft the Variety of Ladies 
he courted, the Daughter of Siguor Mendoza, 
one of the moft antient Families in Arragox, 
fell defperately in love with him; they be- 
ing both rich, and of equal Quality, the 
Relations foon agreed, and: the Marriage 
was foon folemnized with great Pomp: and 
Splendor. The Confummation being patt, 
Don Sebaftian went home with his Wife to 
her Father’s Honfe; where, whilft the Ho- 
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ney-moon lafted, like other Husbands, he 
pafled his time in Content and Satisfaction : 
but it being impoffible that this News could 
be Tong kept from the knowledge of Panthea 
and her Relations, fome bufy Body or other 
foon acquainted them with this difmal News; 
no Grief could be more exceffive than that | 
which they received at thefe unhappy Ti- 
dings ; how to proceed they knew not, the 
Prieft that folemnized the Marriage, that 
tied the fatal Knot, was unknown to them,’ 
both as to Perfon and Habitation. To 
commence a Procefs again two fuch weal- 
thy and powerful Families, afforded a very 
uncertain Promife of Succefs, tho a certain 
and inconceivable Expence attended it: 
That it would be the moft prudent way to 
be quiet for fome time, the better toconfult 
what means was to be taken, the moft like- 
ly to prevail, and remedy their fad Condition. 
This was the Refolution of the Relations ; 
Panthea’s Pain and Lamentation was more 
piercing. ‘© Oh poor unhappy Panthea, {aid 
‘ fhe, how miferable art. thou grown, thus 
© bafely us’d by thy faithlefs, thy once dear 
© Sebaftian, tied by thefacred Bondsof Mar- 
* riage to be only thine: but alas! what 
© Links, what Chains, have ftrength enough 
* to bind infinuating, falfe, and faithlefs 
Man! Off from my Head ye treacherous 
Locks: thefe Curls help’d to contrive my 
ruin, to enfnare and charm the Man that 
© has undone me; the Poifon is turned upon 
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my felf, andJ alone the Sufferer, down on 
the Ground, and twiit your felves into a 
fatal Line, to end the wretched Life of 
poor Panthea. Ifthere be a Line, a fingle 
Feature, in this once admired Face, it 1s 
a Traytor, a Confpirator, and has helped 
me tothe Wretch that has uncone me; 
with thefe Nails Pll dig, and bury them 
in the bloody Furrows of my Cheeks, as 
deep as the Treachery of my faithlefs 
Husband.’ She was thus going on, her 
Hair tore off from her Head, her Clothes 
In pieces on the Ground, and her bleeding 
Face feamed with See ; when the Mo- 
ther and the Brothers fore’d into her Cham- 
ber, to give her all the Comfort they were 
able. ‘This melancholy Sight almoft diftrac- 
bed them ,they were before too feafibly touch- 
ed at the Difgrace, but this was {till more 
pointed; and “what could be more afflicting 
than to fee the only Comfort they enjoyed, 
thus overwhelmed with Grief? ‘:Oh my 
“dear Child, fad fhe, ceafe to complain; 
we own you have Reafon, but *tis not in 
our power to condné our Fates, we muft 
fubmit to what the Gods decree, and fruit« 
lefs are our Mournings and Complaints ; 
this excefs of Gricf is baneful to your 
Health, deftructive to the fair- Form that 
Nature gave you, and breaks, into thofe 
folid Bounds of Prudence you have hither- 
tomaintained. Is it fo great a Miracle to 
find a faithlefs Man? Alas! my Child, there 
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are Millions in your Cafe; you are not 
fingle in this Misfortune, the very Perfon 
who thinks her felf fo happy in the Poflef- 
fion of him has more Occafion to com- 
plain, he has cheated and deluded her, 
made her a Proftirute, and rob’d her of 
her Honour by a Trick ; but yours, my dear 
Pauthea, is fafe and fpotlefs, delivered by 
due Form of Law into the Hands of him 
your firft Poffeflor, and confecrated by a 
holy Prieft: Let the malicious World fay as 
they pleafe, this we all know, thy Mo- 
ther, Brothers, and thy tender Confcience 
canteftify the Fa&, and the fole Right to 


him is only yours. A time will come I 


hope, my Dear, when we fhall be able to 
judify your Caufe in fpite of all his Gran- 
deur, bring him repeniing to your Arms, 
and ask your Pardon with a true Contri- 
tion; but if our Right is to be {way’d by 
Greatnefs, there are thofe in Spaiz that 
for a {mall Reward will do us Juftice, and 
revenge our Wrongs.’. © Oh pray torment 
me not, Panthea cryed, you add new Fuel 
to my Grief, Sebaftiaw is the vileft Wretch 
of all Mankind, bafe and unworthy of a 
kind Thought ; but yet he is my Hus- 
band: Vil bear my Wrongs with conjugal 
Obedience, preferve my Innocence with 
Patience, keep my facred Vows, and love 
the Villain to the laft. Leave me to grieve 
my haplefs Fate alone, Iam too mifera- 
ble for Con verfation, you but difturb me ; 
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* excufe me, my dear Mother, for my Afflic- 
tions make me uncapable of knowing what 
“I door fay.’ Upon this, they thought it 
proper to leave her, ordering the Maid who 
was prefent at the Marriage, to ftay near 
at hand, and to watch her carefully, left 
the fhould offer fome Violence to her felf. 
After fhe had lamented in this manner for 
fome time, fhe began to be more appeas’d, 
and fometimes would enter into a Converfa- 
tion with her Maid; the Subje@ was always 
the Lofs fhe had in one whom fhe loved fo 
tenderly, endeavouring {till to fay fomething 
in his excufe, and would have willingly per- 
fuaded her felf that ic was the Force of his 
Relations, rather than his own Inclinations, 
that had occafioned this iJ] Treatment. 
The Servant was of another Opinion, fhe 
thought it was owing to his wandring Hu- 
mour and ill Morals; that the could never 
forget fuch an Injury, and were it her Cafe, 
whatever might be the Event, no lefs than 
the Sacrifice of his Life could fatisfy her 
Revenge. 

Thefe Difcourfes were often related to 
the Mother, who was defirous to know how 
her Daughter proceeded in her Refentments. 
She was furprized at, and admired her fore 
giving ‘Temper, wondring how one pro- 
ceeding from Spanifh Parents, could be en- 
dued with fuch Mildnefs and Godnefs: fhe 
thought this was to be valued in it felf; but 
in the mean time, how fhould the Honour iy 
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the Houfe be falv’d ? If whole Families have 
been murdered for a fingle Look, or an un- 
wary Aion, what would they think of 
them who had been fo notorioufly and pub- _ 
lickly affronted, without making a {uitable 
Return? This made it neceflary to clear 
their Reputation to the World, and thould 
fhe want one to revenge the Injuries of the 
Family, the would be the fatal Inftru- 
ment her felf rather than fuffer this Stain 
‘to taint and blot their Fame. When fhe 
faw her Daughter, fhe ufed to entertain 
her with fuch Difcourfe which was ungrate- 
ful to her Temper; and this Difpute be- 
twixt Forgivenefs and Revenge, commonly 
ended in a little Quarrel. The Brothers 
and the Servant were of the fame Inclina- 
tion with the Mother; fo that there was 
four againft one inthis Combate. Thisten- 
der Creature was fo con{tantly affaulted eve~ 
ry day in this kind of Argument, that fhe 
was obliged at laft, for her quiet, to give 
her feeming Confent towards the Prefecu- 
tion of their bloody Defign. They had 
agreed, to make their Revenge more noto- 
rious, that Pauthea, who had been once the 
Miftrefs of his Heart, fhould. make ufe of 
thofe Engagements that ufed to allitre-him . 
to his Happinefs, to invite him to his fatal 
End; and to this purpofe they defired, that 
fhe would write a kind Letter to him, af- 
furing him of her Forgivenefs of what wae 

pee 
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paft, andthatif he would but make her fome> 
times fo happy to afford her his Company, 
it would give her a Satisfactien, without: 
which fhe wasnot able to live: Thatif he 
came according to this Invitation, there 
fhould be two Bravoes ready to receive him 
at the end of the Street, and give him an 
Entertainment fuitableto his Deferts. ‘This 
treacherous Behaviour appeared very de- 
teftable to the honourable Panthea, fhe 
would rather have loft her Life than have 
confented to it :’but reflecting that their 
cruel Difpofition. would by-fome means or 
other revenge themfelves upon this Injurer, 
at a time when perhaps fhe knew nothing of. 
it, fhe entred into their Meafures, and 
gave her feeming Condefcenfion in the fol-- 
lowing Lines. | r rome 
HE - cruel Injuries you have lately done me, 
my dear-Sebaftian, are not fifficient to blot 
the Memory of you out of mytender Heart. The- 
Reflection of former Foys revive in my Soul, 
and I ardently wifh for their Continuance: I hear-. 
tily forgive you, upon the agreeable Condition that . 
you fee me often; you are t00 great a Tieafure to 
be peffeft by one alone, and tis a Folly to think to 
keep that to one felf, which is the Bleffing of the~ 
whele Sex. Fail not to come tome on Tuefday in 
the Duskof the Evening, Icau live no longer with- 
out yor, the Maid fhall be ready as nfual to let'you 
in at the back Door, where you foall find a Wel: 
Di come 


or, The Rake reformd. 70 
come that will convince you how entirely you poffe fs 
the Hei art and Soul of — 


Your Panthea. 
A =I bod 

This weet -was approved, fhe carryed 

it in to feal, and enclofing init another fill. 
more kind, is was delivered into the Maid’s 
Hand ; who had Orders to give it with all 
“privacy to Don Sebaftian at his own Houle. 
n the mean time the Bravoes were’ hired 
to be in readinefs, in cafe the Stratagem’ 
fhould take, to affault and murder. the Don 
as he approached the Door. Solemn ‘Pro- 
mifes and Engagements had paft, and every. 
thing was provided to execute the Attempt. 
The Maid knocked: at the Don’s Door, 
which was opened ' bya’ Footman, who en= | 
quired her Bufinefs ; fhe told. him fhe muft 
fpeak with his Mafter; for it ‘was on fo im- 
| portant an Affair, that the could not deliv aye 
her Meflage to any but himfelf. He call’d 
| his Matter, and the ‘Maid put. the Letter 
into -his Hand ; he opened it, and “read it 
over and over. ‘Gut and Joy often altered 
his Countenance whilft-he read, but the lat- 
ster feemed to have the Tranfcendency ; ; and 
he told the Maid that her Miftrefs muft 
excufe him, if he returned not.an Anfwerin, 
: Writing: he had now no convenient Oppor- 
tunity, but he would not ‘fail t6 conie and. 
vifit. her ‘at the time’ fhe ‘had-affigned, and 
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with a great deal of Joy pay all the Arrears. 
of Love he was in debt to her. He had 
often wifh’d to renew this Intrigue, the 
Perfon of Panthea appeared charming after 
this refpite; aud he (being a Lover of Va- 
riety) wanted another Amnfement to pafs 
his time the more agreeably. As he was 
returning into his Honfe, he drew forth the. 
Letter to have the Pleafure of reading it 
again; and found his furprize had made him 
forget to read the encloféd, -which dafhed 
his wanton Hopes, and was to the following 
Effea. 


was obliged to write the Letter that enclofed 

this, upon the Command of my Relations 5 
who contrived it to vevenge the Injuries you have 
done us» My Heart is not fo warm to invite you 
to my defpifed Embraces, nov my Temper fo cruel 
zo tempt you to this treacherous Snare. As you 
value your Life, forbear to come, for near the 
Houfe will be placed two hir'd Villains to difpatch 
you upon your approach. Thus I take care to 
fave that Life which has deftvoyed mine; but if 
it be not Love, Ithink it at leaftthe Duty of 


Your faithful, tho abufed Wife. | 


At this he grew penfive and thonghtful, 
the Profpe& of the Pleafures he propofed to 
himfelf were vanifhed, and he found himfelf 
za Danger of paying very dear for ram he 

a 
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had.obtained by his deceitful Praétices. He 
could not but refle& upon his own Bafenefs 
and Perfidioufnefs, and it fhock’d him ex- 
tremely to have his Honour fo far furpafs’d 

.by one of a meaner Extraé, as. to endea- 
vour generoufly, to prote& that Life which 
hadfo inhumanly treated her. ‘This revived 
the covered Embers of his Love, and by its 
kindly warmth haftned its Growth into Va~ 
lue and Efteem. He began to loath himfelf 
for his Treachery to her; Ob that his fickle 
Heart in view of Intereft, had never temp- 
ted him tothis fecond Marriage! He wifhed 
athoufand times, that the Contents of the firit 
Letter had been the Senfe of her Heart, and 
the laft the Contrivance only of her Parents, 
to break the continuance of the Intrigue. 
Upon this he reafoned for fome time, but all 
the Arguments which his Defires could in- 
vent, were too weak to conclude any thing 
in favour of his Wifhes. ‘To go himfelf he 
concluded would be dangerous, and a foolifh 
Rafhnefs, when thus forewarned. He was 
doubtful whether the whole might not be 
fictitious, and a Stratagem contrived to 
draw him into fome further Mifchief which 
he did not yet conceive. The Force that was 
to afl2zult him was but weak, two Villains 
only, who, accounting for the badnefs of 
their AGion, could not be efteemed above 
the Match of one flurdy refolute Fellow, 

-back’d by a Caufe fo juli; he therefore ac- 
quainted a trufty Servant he had, of the 

; D Defign 
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Defign there was to afflaffinate him the 
mext Evening, when he fhould go to fucha 
part of the Town; that two Perfons had 
undertaken to perform it, that he was re- 
folved to difcover the Villains, and the Bots 
tom of the Defign; and therefore had 
pitch’d upon him as one on whom he could 
depend: ‘That having this Notice, and 
being well armed, both offenfively and de- 
fenfively, he had not much Occafion to fear ; 
for at fome diftance there fhould be two or 
three Servants more placed, to affift him in 
cafe of Extremity ; and that his Reward 
fhould be proportionable to the Danger he 
underwent, and.to the great Service it would 
do him. 

The Servant readily obeyed his Matfter’s 
Commands, was proud of the Confidence 
he put him, and pleas’d with the Hopes of 
a confiderable Gratuity. The Evening ap- 
proaching, he puts on his Mafter’s Coat of 
Mail, proof againft Sword or Dagger, arms 
himfelf with his long Toledo, and its Dag- 
ger behind; and left any of thefe fhould 
fail, he puts a Stilletto, and a Pocket-piftol 
into his Pocket. It was convenient totake a 
dirk Lanthorn to difcover the Faces of the 
Affaffinators, when they fhould be either 
taken or killed ; and that it might not hinder 
his Dagger-Hand in his defence, he con- 
triv’d to hang it to one of the Breaft-buttons 
of his Doublet. This Equipment he thought 
fufficient for his Defence. And at the time 

cece 
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appointed he thus fally’d out ; at fome dif- 
tance followed his Mafier, wich a Servant 
or two who knew nothing of the Affair, to 
fee the Event. According to the Letter, 
when this fingle Perfon, who was drefled 
in the Clothes Sebaftian us’d to wear, ap- 
proached the Corner of the Street, he was 
vigoroufly aflaulted by the two Villains ; 
their Thrufts were all to no purpofe, the 
Coat of Mail was not to be piere’d by their 
Violence, and the Servant foon laid them 
both dead, or wounded, at-his Feet. Don 
Sebaftian was now fatisfy’d of the reality of 
the Defign, and leaving his, Servants came 
up to view their Faces. He believ’d them 
tobe Panthea’s Brothers, who intended to 
glut their Revenge, and repair their Injuries, 
by this Attempt, and this provoked his Cu- 
riofity ; but-he found it otherwife, and im- 
mediately retired home with his Servants 
to avoid all further Enquiries. > 

The old Woman, who heard the Buftle, 
was pleafed with the Thoughts of her pre- 
meditated Revenge, not doubting of the 
Succefs; but when fhe went out to fee the 
tragical Effet, fhe was very much difap- 
pointed to find her two Villains lie wallow- 
ing in their own Blood upon the Ground, 
_whilft the Obje& of her Fury was gone fafe 
" away: and what yet vexed her more was, 
that fhe. found her felf obliged to treble her 
Reward to thefe Affafinators, to prevent 
them from difcovering who had hir’d them 

D2 to 
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to this wicked Attempt, and'to help to dif- 
charge the Expence of their Cures, if any 
conld-be obtained. 

When fhe came back, fhe repin’d with 
her Daughter at their difappointed Defign, 
and the efcape of the villanous Wretch who 
had ruined their-Reputation; but all the 
return that fhe could gain from the good 
Panthea, was, ‘ How vain is it for us to 
“ pretend to give Rules to Providence, whofe 
Decrees they referve in their own Power ? 
Whether they are to our Happinefs or Mil- 
fortune, itis our Duty to fubmit with Pa- 
tience. ‘Jife fueceeding in’ 16m bmek a 
€ Crime would have encreasd our Guilt, 
‘ and drawn a greater Vengeance on our 
© Heads. Secure and guarded by our In- 
* nocence, We enjoy the Pleafures of a quiet 
© Confcience, and wait till Fate fhall pleafe 
© to change our Dcooms, and give us unex- 
© petted Happinefs.’ 

In the mean time Don Seaftian was re- 
turned home; the Joy of having efcaped fo 
tragical a Scene, fo weil concerted, and at- 
tended with fuch Probabiliry of Succefs, 
and the being indebted for his Deliverance 
toa Perfon he had treated fo inhumanly, and 
from whom he was fenfible he merited ano- 
ther Return, cccafioned various Viciffitudes 
in hi, Mind.. He abhorred himfelf for his 
former Ingratitude, acknowledg’d that this 
AéGion muft proceed from the higheft piteh 
of Duty and Inclination; Her Form, her 

Beautys | 
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Beauty, her Behaviour, were far beyond. 
thofe to which he hadyielded in her preju- 
dice, With what Excufes,could he palliate 
his Bafenefs? Or, if this fhould be known 
aud publifhed to the World, the general. 
Cenfure would condemn him unworthy of 
the Honour of his Anceftors, to part with 
his Probity for a new Face, whofe Charms 
a fhort time would change into Indiflerence; 
whilft the black Stain of fo vilean Action 
would endure for ever, was a rath unwary 
Bargain, and hateful to her Memory. 

Thefe kind Thoughts of her began to re- 
vive the glowing Embers of his former 
Paffion; and tho he had no Reafon to com-. 
plain either of the Perfon or Deportment of 
the Lady, with whom he was az prefent en<~ 
gaged, he wiihed it had been. pofibie to 
have untied the fatal Knot; or rather, that 
he had never been fo unlucky to have. con= 
fented to it: But this was to no purpofe, a 
patient Submiffion to his prefent Fate was 
neceflary, and a Refolution to bear his 
Chains contentedly, till Fortune fhould be. 
pleafed to eafe him. He refolved to caft no 
more Blots of this kind upon his Honour, . 
but to live up to the Rules of Honefty, and ~ 
be a perfe&- good Husband for the future. - 
He behaved himfelf with all the Tendernefs © 
imaginable, whether real or counterfeit Ican-. 
not determine, to his prefent Lady; and . 
the. Endearments were fo reciprocal, that a - 
happier- Couple, in the Eftimation of the - 

 . ~ “De? » World, .. 
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World, were not to be found. Nothing 
was wanting to compleat the Joy of the 
Parents, but the Bleffing of an Heir to con- 
tinue the Line. The Father lived not to 
fee his Hopes thus gratified, for he died be- 
fore his Daughter had been married nine 
Months. 

Sebaftian was now fole Patron of the 
Honufe, at liberty to do what he’ pleafed, 
and no one with Authority either to {py 
into or controul his AGions. This altered 
not his Courage, his Repentance was fin- 
cere, and his Refolutions fixed and unalte- 
rable, heftill proved the moft kind and loving 
Husband. Fortune feemed to be pleafed 
with his Behaviour; for four Months had 
{carcely pafs’d when the broke off his uneafy 
Chains, by diffolving the fecond M arriage, 
as a Reward of his Perfeverance. His Spoufe 
had inadvertently taken tco plentiful a 
‘Draught of Lemonade cooled in Ice, when 
fhe had been overheated by long walking in 
her. Garden amongft her Orange-Trees, 
- when the Sun was too high in the Horizon: 
This threw her into a Fever, and ina few 
Days fhe exrired. He was now Mafter of 
all, he could do no lefs but grieve for the 
Lofs. He had enjoyed the Poffeffion of 
a charming Woman, who, as he had no 
Reafon to doubt, loved him: He was be- 
come Lord of a great Fortune, abfolutely 
now at his own difpofal. But alas! upon 


what Conditions were they become his? 
He 


or, the Rake reformd. 79 
He had cheated the departed fair One of 
her Honour, he had deceiv’d and robb’d her 
indulgent Parents of their Inheritance, who 
had thus generoufly rewarded him for his 
perfidious Villany. He had no Claim, no 
Right toany thing, had been long married 
to another; and inftead of this miftaken 
Goodnefs, the moft keen Revenge ought to’ 
have been his Lot. Thefe Confiderations 
very much difturb’d his Thoughts, and when 
he had folemnized the Funeral with the 
greateft Magnificence and difmal Pomp, he 
revolved in his Mind all means poffible to 
repair his fhatter’d Honour, and to do Jultice 
to the injured Family. When a decent time 
for Mourning was expir’d, he frequently 
fent Meflengers to Panthea, to acquaint her 
how Providence had favoured his Withes; 
and that now, being difengaged from any 
other tie of Honour, he had nothing more 
at Heart, than to manifeft his Gratitude for 
that generous Action of faving his Life; and 
endeavour to deferve her Forgivenefs by his 
Integrity for che time to come. He there- 
fore defired fhe would confent to have the 
Ceremony of Marriages again performed 
and folemnized: fhe returned him for an 
Anfwer, ‘ That certainly he had not well 
© confidered what he defired, for it would 
© be to his Difhonour; and fhe unworthy 
of his Bed, if the cenforious World thould 
have Reafon to blame her former Con 'u% 
towards him ; that 4! he had no more Re- 


4 * gard 


€ 
¢ 
¢ 


80 = Conjugal Duty rewarded , 


* gard to his own Reputation, fhe would 
never agree to any thing that fhould in the 
leaft fully it ; and had that Value for her 
own, to chnfe rather to live unhappy and 
Innocent, than to brand her Virtue by 
rendring her former Marriage doubtful ; 
“but if his Value and Efteem for her was 
fo great as to remove all Cenfure from her 
fpotlefs Virtne, and acknowledge thofe 
facred Bands which had fo long been ce- 
© Jebrated between them, her Honour and 
her Inclinations could have no Pretence to. 
* refufe what he defired, and fhe ‘would fly 
with Pleafure to his Arms, the fame for- 
giving loving Creature, forgetful of all 
Wrongs, and banifh from her Breaft the 
unwelcome ‘Vhonghts that fpoke not in 
his Favour’ He could not but applaud 
her nice Tafte of Honour, and made all né- 
ceflary Difpofals to falve his Repntation in 
his former way of living, and make as am- 
ple Reparation to the Injured, as was poffi- 
ble. The Famiiy he had laft married into, 
was almoft extinguifhed; he therefore, with 
great Pains, found out the next Heir, who 
was at a great diftance; upon whom he 
fettled the Inheritance of the Eftate that 
belonged to his Anceftors, and was given 
him in Marriage. The ready Money which 
he had received, moft of which he had 
hoarded up and improved, having a plenti- 
ful Fortune of his own, helaid out in pious 
 Ufes ; he fent rich Prefents to Panthea, her 
Brothers 
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Brothers he provided with good Employ- - 
mentsin the Government, the Mother was _.. 
treated with the greateft Duty and Refped, .. 
the Houfe new, and richly furnifhed for ~ 
her own abode,. and .the Palace: to: which =. 
Pauthea was to:be brought, was made. mag- .- 
nificent to the greateft degree.. All Care .: 
was taken to fatisfy the curious and.dif-.- 
troftful, that the Marriage was formerly - 
celebrated; and thofe who fufpetted.Pan-.- 
thea’s Virtue, were miftaken Cenfurers.-. 
The unkind Ufage fhe had fuffered made: - 
her fhine the brighter, and every Mouth be-~- 
gan to openin her Praife. Mirth and Con-.- 
tent feemed the only Employment of both » 
Parties ; and the only Expe&ation now was, .. 
how fufficiently to demonftrate their uni= - 
verfal Joy, when Panthea fhould be con-- 
du@ed home to.her repenting wifhing Bride=~- 
groom. 


The End of the Rake refornaede.- 
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LZR) O N Antonio had proceeded thus far 
ie De in his Stery, when he found himfelf 
xi interrupted by the unwelcome fight 
of a Privateer ct Barbary, who made 
all his Endeavour to come up withus. Our 
Ship was ina general Confternation, for we 
were not {trong enough to engage him with 
any Hopes of Succefs, neither being heavy 
Jaden could we propefe great Safety from 
our Flight. Weneéverthelefs ufed all Means 

to mehe it as fwift and ffeedy as poffible. 

But the Wird forbearing to {well our Sails, 
there happened an unlucky Calm, and we 
were cbliged to lie ftill. The Captain, the 
other Officers, and Don Antonio had the 

Decks cleared, and every thing difpofed in 
order to give the Barbarians a warm Recep- 

tion, refclving to defend our felves to the laft 

‘drop cf Blood. We had but fix Pieces of 
Cannon cn Board, and thefe we managed to 
‘the greateft Advantage, returning every 
Difcharge the Enemy made with one of our 
Broad-fides. The Engzgement lafted for 
fome time, and it was difficult to determine 
whether the Attack or the Defence was exe- 
cuted with the greateft Vigour ; the Officers 
ran from fide to fide to animate the Mari- 
ners, and where the greateft Danger was, 
there DonAutcuio was atways prefent. I fol- 
lowed 


& 
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lowed him from place to place, was always 


next to him 3 and I, who not long before was | 


ready to die at the fight of a naked Sword, 
was now infpir’d with undaunted Courage, 
began to contemn Death, and flight the 
greateft Danger: of fuch power is Cuftom 


to reconcile us to the greateft Extremes. 


Fear was quite banifh’d from my Heart, and 
no one who had been a witnefs of my Beha- 
viour, would have fufpeGed me for any other 
than a finifh’d Hero. 

The Corfair feeing we were refolv’d to 
defend our felves to the laft, doubled their 
Fury and Attack. - They had made fo many 
Shot into the Body of our Veffel, that fhe 
began to leak confiderably ; we difcover’d 
where fhe took moft Water, and with our 
Diligence ftop’d her Leak, the Captain be- 
lieving that the Barbarians would at our 
brave Defence defpair of takingus. ‘There 


might have been fome Grounds for this ~ 


Conclufion, had not an unlucky Accident 
happen’d ; a chance Shot brought our Main- 
Matt by the board, and by its Fall kiil’d 


the valiant Captain, and five of the braveft : 
Sailors, who were near him. This Misfor- 


tune encreas‘d the general Confternation ins 


the Crew; and they had fcarcely. the. heart 


3 


to labour fuficiently to pump out the Water » 


the Ship received at her Leaks, but weary 


and difcourag’d . were -inclin’d to fave theirs 


lives in Slavery by a Surrender, rather hazard 


ay : 
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an honourable Death by a brave: and refolute 
Defence. j 
All the Pains that Don Antonio took to en- 
courage ’em were ufelefs; they threw down 
their Arms, and concluding that the Ship: 
would fuddenly fink, and no.other Remedy 
in View, they chofe tofubmit to the mercy: 
of the Barbarians, rather than undergo their 
certain Fate from the mercilefs Waves. Up- 
on this, crying out for Quarter, the Priva- 
teer foon boarded us, and feveral of the 
Privateer’s. Men enter’d our Vefiel. The 
fingle Refiftance of Don Aztonio would have 
been very infignificant; he could not bear 
his hard Fate, and his greateft Anguifh and 
Trouble was for me who was always by 
his fide. Thus agitated, he was going to 
knock his own Brains out againft the fide of 
the Ship, when we found our felves{urround- 
ed by a File of the Privateers, from whom. 
fexpe&ed immediate Death: They on the 
contrary offer’dus Quarter, imagining by 
our rich Clothes, that we fhould be able to 
give a good Ranfom for our Liberty, could 
they take us alive. Don Antonio refus’d to 
take Quarter, and continn’d to defend him- 
felf fo vigoroufly that they durft not ap- 
proach him. So that finding it impoffible 
to take him alive, the Captain of the Cor- 
Soir order’d one of his Ship to fhoot him, the 
* effel filing continually with Water, anda 
longer Delay being dangerous. Atccording 
to command the Sailor fir'd his Mista 
the 
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the Shot took place, and the brave Aintonio 
feli dead at my Feet. 

Being thus depriv’d of afl my hopes of all 
the Comfort I had, I refolv’d to revenge my 
felf of the Villain who had given ‘him his 
Death, and ranning to him with my. drawn 
Sword; I gave’him a cut in the Shoulder; 
and: as 1 was going to renew my blow, ‘thofe’ 
who were behind me, feiz’d me, foon réfted 
the Sword from my too feeble Arm, robb’d 
me of the Death I wifh’d for, and made me: 
their Prifoner: The Captain foot carry’d 
me‘ into his: own Veflel, when they had 
fcarcely plunder’d our leaky Veflel be- 
fore | faw her fink. I was immediately 
{trip’d by the Captain’s order, and glad to 
_ put on one‘of his Coats, which tho it fitted 
~me not fo well as 1 with? d, was more agree- 
“able to my prefent Condition. 

When the Barbarians had divided the 
Plunder they found in our Veffel, and the 
~Prifoners were fecur’d under a ftrong Guard, 
they put out all their Sails, and made the 
beft of their way for Algiers, where we 4ar-— 
rivd ina few’Days; from thence we were 
carry’d to Conftantinople to be fold. My only 
Confolation was, that they had not difco- 
ver'd my Sex, being more willing to under- 
£0 any Slavery they fhould enjoin.me as a 
Man, than be fore’d to’ fubmit my felf asa 
Woman to their libidinous Defires. 

We had not ‘been long at Conftantinople dee | 
fore we were carry’d to the Place they call 


"Behl 
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Beftifian, that is, the Market where they fell 
their Slaves, as we do our Cattle and Horfes 
in England. ‘There were many that demand- 
ed of my Conditions, and Ability; they 
made me leap and run, to fee if they could 
find any DefeGts in my Limbs; but the Perfon 
to whofe Lot I was fallen, putting too great 
a value upon me for my Youth and Figure, fo 
much beyond the others, and which he ima- 
gin’d would raife my Price, it was long 
before he could meet with a Chapman. 
At length a rich Merchant, who was pleas’d 
with my Perfon and Appearance, offer’d 
him four hundred Crowns for me ; the Market 
being almoft over, and fearing he fhould not 
meet with fo good a Chapman, the Bar- 
gain was concluded, and I was to be deli- 
ver'd to the Merchant at his Honfe. I was 
accordingly carry’d to the Merchant's, and 
the Captain received the Money for which 
I was purchafed. Now began my firlt ex- 
perience in Slavery, and I very much Jament- 
ed my unfortunate Condition. 1 had heard 
before of the Hardfhips and Severities thefe 
poor Creatures are oblig’d to undergo, and 
I reprefented to my Imaginationa Scene of 
the greateft Mifery; but my Expectations 
were a little reliev’d, when my new Patron 
_ carry’d me into his Apartment, fhewed me 
the feveral Cabinets, China, and Plate in 
it, and told me that my Office fhould be to 
keep this Apartment, and what was in it, 
nicely, neat, and clean; and provided I ac- 
quitted 
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quitted my felf well in this Employment, 
he would expect no other Service of any 
kind from me. I was very well pleas’d 
with my light Task, and believ’d I had 
f{trength enough to perform it to his Satif- 
faction. I inftantly apply’d my felf to ex- 
ecute his Commands, and he was pleas’d 
with my firftendeavours. The Bell rung as 
a Signal to call us to our Dinners, and I- 
was conducted by one who (as I underftood 
afterwards) was our Cook into a large Por- . 
tico or Hall, fupported with Pillars, where 
the Slaves were accuftom’d to eat. But 
who can exprefs the Surprife I was in, and 
the Trembling that feiz’d me, when among 
the Number who belong’d to my Patron, I 
found Charles, my firft-Lover? Neither the 
Habit with which he was clothed, the 
Abatement of the Sweetnefs of his Counte- 
nance by his continual Slavery, or the long 
Beard he was obliged to wear, could dif- 
guife him from my Knowledge. If.my 
Aftonifhment was great, his was yet more 
extraordinary ; for I found his Eyes fix’d up- 
on me, and Alterations in his Face that 
fhew’d the Confufion of his Mind. After 
fome time when he had welcom’d me into 
their Society, he ask’d me of what Country — 
I was, and what wasmy Name. I told him 
my Country was Great- Britain, that Iwas of 
the Family of the ohbufous, and going to 
Spain upon fome aiiairs of Confequence in 
the Company of fome Merchants, we nae | 
ne 
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the Misfortune to be taken by the Algerines 
who plunder’d us of all we had, and fold 
us as Slaves at the next publick Market. 
This was what I thought fit to fay to my 
Fellow-Slave, to difguife my Sex from him, 
and to confirm the reft of the Slaves who. 
heard our Difcourfe, in that Opinion, it 
not being yet a convenient time to difco- 
ver my Condition tohim. His Eyes were- 
unmoveably fix’d upon me all the time we 
were at Dinner; and being now time to re- 
frefh our felves with Repofe, he approach’d 
me, ‘ I wifh, faid he, that fince Deftiny had 
© doom’d you to Slavery, that you had been 
© fold to fome other Mafter; for when I 
© look upon you, methinks I fee that en= 
* gaging Face, that has been the fatal ‘Caufe 
‘ of all my Misfortunes and Mifery.” I 
could return him no Anfwer ; the Overfeer, 
or Perfon whofe duty it is to take care of 
the Slaves, coming at that inftant, order’d 
me to go along with him. He condutted 
me into a Chamber next my Patron’s, and 
fhewing me fome Straw in a corner of it, 
that, fays he, is the Place where you are 
to fleep and repofe your felf. I bow’d to 
him in return of Thanks, but Sleep was all 
that Night a Stranger to my Eyes; the 
Thoughts of what I muft fufter by ‘the lofs 
of Don Antonio, were crowded in my Ima- 
gination, and left no room for reft; the find- 
ing my old Lever amongft the Slaves gave 


me fome Confufion, and I could not con- 
clude 
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clude what would be the event if J fhould 
chance to be difcover’d. In variety of 
Thoughts of this kind I pafs’d the tedious 
Night upon my Bed of Straw, in the moft 
affliting manner imaginable. ' When the 
Morning came, my Matter call’d me to my 
daily Task, which was to help to drefs him, 
and to take care of his Apartment. 

I was concerned that I could not under- 
ftand the Difcourfe that pafs’d amongft my 
Fellow-flaves; I often knew the Meaning of 
feveral Words, but the Senfe of the whole 
was hidden from me. This, with the Con- 
venience of underftanding the Language, 
the better to perform what I fhould be 
enjoin’d, made me apply my felf diligently 
to learnit. When I confider’d of it farther, 
I found it'a Mixture or Gailimaufry of molt 
Languages, Italian, French, Spanifh, &c. 1 
foon perfe€tly underftood it, and by a little 
Praétice was able to fpeak it as well as the 
beft of ’em; and as eafy and natural to me it 
became as my Mother-tongue. I was oblig’d 
one day to wait upon my Mafter to his 
Country-Seat, where he had a curious and 
charming Garden. He intended I fhould 
root up fome of the Weeds that had mingled 
themfelves amonglt his fineft Ficwers. Here 
I found: Charles, who.was employ’d in tranf{- 
planting fome Trees which his Mafter would 
haveremov'd, to make an agreeable Shade in 
a part of the Garden, too much expofed to 
the Heat of the Sun. When the Patron had 

given 
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given what Orders he thought neceflary, he 
return’d to the Town, and left me alone 
with my Fellow-flave Charles. My firft 
Lover thinking the opportunity propitious, 
threw down his Garden-Inftruments, and 
embracing me in his Arms, gave mea thou- 
fand furprizing Kiffes. ‘ Pardon me, my 
‘ Fellow-Slave, faid he, for being fo imper- 
tinent to difturb you with thele Teftimo- 
nies of my Friendfhip ; this manner of Ad- 
drefs I know is not cuftomary amongit 
Men, but you mult excufe me, fince eve- 
ry time I look upon you, I have a fecret 
Inclination that makes me covet you in 
my Arms, fo perfecily does your Figure re- 
prefent the moft dear and faithlefs Miftrefs 
of my Heart. And thothe Thoughts of 
her Perfidioufnefs fhould more reafonably 
provoke me to defpife and deteft her, to 
vilify and rail at her undeferv’d Behavi- 
our, my Heart melts in her Favour, my 
Language foftens in her Praife, and I can- 
not conceive a Thought or utter a Sylla- 
ble in her Prejudice. ’Tis natural to hate 
what has been the occafion of our Ruin, 
but my Tendernefs for her, my Weaknefs is 
fo great, to my fhame I ownit, that in lieu 
of detefting her, I have a warm Love and 
* fervent Paffion for any thing that bears the 
© leaft refemblance of her.’ 

At thefeWords the Tears trickled from the 
Eyes of my poor Fellow-fufferer. I have 
often wonder’d how I was able to fupport 

my 
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my Difguife, and not join with him in 
his Complaints and Lamentations; but when 
he began to blame me for my Perfidioufneds, 
I was the moft put to it, and could hardly 
forbear returning him an Anfwer in my vin- 
dication: but my Prudence was fufficient to 
guard me from fuch a Slip, which otherwife 
might have been attended with atrain of 
Inconveniencies. When the firft Shock of 
this Paffion was pafs’d, he took me by the 
Hand, and defir’d me to come and fit down 
by him upon a Bank of Camomile, under a 
thade of Orange-trees, fo thick that the 
Sun-beams could fcarcely enter, where he 
chofe me as a Confdent to unburden his 
Breaft, as to an indifferent Perfon, of what 
he had fuffer’d for his fair and faithlefs 
Miftrefs from the beginning of their firft 
Amours. 

The famous Town cf London, faid he, was 
the Place of my Birth, where my Parents 
{till inhabit, and are efteem’d the richeft 
Merchants of that place. There liv’d over 
againft us a Merchant who had gather’d 
great Wealth by Traffick; he had only one 
Daughter, who, as it was generally thought, 
would be Heir to all his Riches. ‘The Fame 
of this and the Beautifulnefs of her Perfon 
made her the Admiration of the whole 
Town: I had two Sifters about the fame 
Age; and receiving by chance their firft Edu- 
cation at the fame Boarding-School, they 
contracted an acquaintance and intimacy that 

conti-. 
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-continu’d after they came home. ‘They us’d 
to be frequently together, and this afforded 
me an opportunity of beginning an acquaint- 
ance with Lucinda (the name of the only 
Daughter ;) and I already began to have that 
innocent Affection for her which fuch tender 
Years were capable of producing, the-Seeds 
of a future Paffion that was to be ripen’d 
by time. Neither was I now unhappy ; for 
the fair one made me an equivalent Return, 
and we were fo far advanc’d as to promife 
each other perpetual Love and Affe@ion: 
Our Paffions encreas’d with our Years, and 
would have ended no doubt to both our Satif- 
factions ina happy Marriage, hadnot the Fa- 
ther and Mother of Lucindabeen fo exorbi- 
tently covetous of Riches as to break all our 
Meafures, and deftroy our Hopes. The fair 
one gave me her felf an Account of what 
was the Obftacleto our Defires, that a rich 
old Fellow call’d Roderick had by the power 
of his Riches fo far gain’d the good liking 
of her Father and Mother, that they had 
promifed to give him their Daughter in 
Marriage; that in vain fhe oppos’d thefe 
Refolutions, the paternal Commands were too 
pofitive to be difobey’d, and all the Confo- 
lation fhe was able to obtain was the Ref- 


pite of eight Days to fix her.Refolutions, 


to comply with what was fo rigoroufly com- 
manded. In this time fhe acquainted me 
with the great averfion fhe had to be mar- 
ry’d to this Dotard, how officionfly the = 
teaz 
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teaz’d to yield, ~to her continual Vexation 
and Difcontent (the opportunity we had of 
meeting by means of the back Gate of the 
Garden, when the Servants were in Bed, 
brought this to my Knowledge.) This un- 
welcome News fo much affli&ed me, that I 
was even ready to terminate my Misfortune 
by ending my own Life, fince nothing could 
be more grievous to me, than to fee my 
charming Miftrefs in the poffeffion of ano- 
ther. But not to trouble you with num- 
berlefs Circumftances, we refelved to take 
with us what we could conveniently carry, 
and fly from dur Relations, to compleat our 
Marriage in fome other Place, and to re- 
main there till our Friends had reconcil’d us 
to our Parents. The Day was appointed to 
make our Efcape, the Place affign’d, and 
the Manner agreed upon, that Lucida with 
her Servant, who was her Confident in this 
Affair, was to meet me at the Water-fide, 
where I was to provide a Boat to receive 
her.. I was punctual tothe Affignation, and 
every thing was provided to pnt our defign in 
execution: but, alas! long did I exped her 
therein vain; and I pafs’d the whole tedi- 
ous Night in the moft exqnifite T’orments 
between Hope and Defpair. I doubted not. 
but her Father had difcover’d our Intentions, 
and had been thé occafion of my Difap- 
pointment,-for 1 could not fufpeé the Per- 
fidioufnefs of my’ Lucinda, who had: given 
me fuch Proofs ‘of her Affections by difco- 

. vering 
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vering to me the Defign of marrying her to 
another, and had thus kindly contriv’d and 
agreed with me how to preventit. But by 
fad experience I quickly fvund that the Pro- 
mifes and Vows of frail Woman are not to 
be depended upon. 

In this condition I remain’d the whole 
night; in the morning I went to a Friend’s 
Houfe in the Town, fome difiance from my 
Father’s; Ifent Spies about to get intelli- 
gence of what had pafs’d in the Family 
where Lucinda liv’d. I was foon inform’d 
that the whole Houfe was in great Confufi- 
on upon the miffing of Lucinda, not know- 
ing what was become or where to find 
either her. or her Maid-fervant, that her 
Father and Mother were in the utmoft def- 
pair, and had. fent Men with Horfes 
and Meffengers to every Part, in fearch af- 
ter her, with Affurances of great Rewards 
to thofe who Should firft difcover her. This 
News encreas’d my Grief, and wounded me 
a-frefh. I refleGed upon the Demonttration 
of Love which I had always receiv’d from 
Lucinda; but on the other fide I could reafon- 
ably conclude no other than that fhe had fome 
fecret Lover whom fhe preferr’d before me, 
and was fled away with him. I blam’d her 
Infidelity, and wonder’d to what purpofe fhe 
fhould take fuch pains to deceive me. 
labour’d with the fharpeft Pangs of Pain, 
and was tore to pieces with the Inquietude 
of my Thoughts; but, finding this fery’d i 
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ty to increafe my Afflidions, I refolv’d to 
return home, that I might not be fufpe@ed 
for the Perfon who had fled away with Lucin- 
da, whom I now really believ’d in the Arms 
of another Lover. Ihad told my Relations 
that an Affair of Confequence requir’d me to 
be in the Country for four or five Days, and 
they were furpriz’d to fee me return fo foon, 
efpecially when they perceiv’d in my face 
fome tokens of Melancholy, the occafion 
whereof I would not upon their Demands 
difcover to em. The Meffengers who were 
fent in fearch of Lucinda, were return’d with- 
out being able to make the leaft difcovery of 
which way fhe had taken, or with whom fhe 
was gone. My Melancholy and Defpair 
- increas’d ; no Diverfion or Variety of Com- 
pany could afford me the leaft Satisfaction, 
and therefore I refolv’d to end my Grief by 
feeking an honourable Death in the Wars 
that were then depending between Holland 
and Great-Britain. I enter’d my felf a Vo- 
lunteer on board one of the largeft Frigats 
in the Fleet, where, by my undaunted Cou- 
rage and defperate Behaviour, pufh’d on by | 
my defire of Death, I perform’d fuch daring 
Actions, that not undefervedly I was ac- 
- counted one of the ftouteft young Fellows in 
that dreadful Navy: Buta Peace foon enfu- 
ing, with this acquir’d Applaufe I return’d 
to my Relations, who being pleas’d with 
the reputation of my Charatter, receiv’d me 
with unfpeakable Joy. They enjoy’d not 
: long 
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long my Company, Luciuda till continued 
the conftant Subject of my Thoughts; for 
her I went to die, and thought my felf un- 
happy in the Difappointment; my Heart 
awas never at eafe, the Idea of my Lofs 
troubled my Soul, and ’twas impoffible to 
live without her. I therefore refolyed to end 
my wretched Life in fome honourable way ; 
and fince the Danger of the Fleet had crofs’d 
my Hopes, I was refolved to fee if the Ha- 
zard of the Camp would bemore profperous 
to my Wifhes. And there being Wars in 
Turkey, 1 intended for the Chriftian Camp, 
in hopes that fome keen Scimiter might in 
fome Actioncut of my Miferies with my 
wretched Life. ; 

To this intent, I went a Paflenger in the 
firft Venettan Ship that failed, in order to 
profecute my Defign; but Fortune who had 
not yet paid me all the Store of Mifery the 
owed me, threw us into the hands of a Tur- 
kifb Rover, before we reached our intended 
Port. Wehada brisk Gale, but our Vefiel 
was a fluggifh Sailer; on the contrary, the 
Rover had been lately careen’d, built for — 
fpeed; and having all-her Sails out, made — 
fuch way that fhe could overtake us when | 
fhe pleafed. Wewere but forty Hands in 
our Ship, our Condition was defperate, 
’rwas to little purpofe to refiit, there was.no 
Hopes of efcape, and Fear had difanimated 
the whole Crew: I was the only undaunted 
Perfon ; for fince Death was the Boon I 

: fought, 
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fought, it was indifferent to me in what 
manner it fhould happen. Our Captain, tho 
he faw this difparity of Force, and the vain 
Expedation of Succefs from his Defence, 
was obliged in Honour to make fome Re- 
fiftance, and therefore all was prepared for 
an Engagement. Heencouraged his Sailors, 
and told them how much better it was to 
die an honourable Death, than tame- 
ly {ubmit to inglorious Slavery, and lead a 
miferable Life among Heathens and Barba- 
rians. We had engaged for four Hours be« 
fore the Rovers could boaft of any great Ad-~ 
vantage; when, by a Broadfide of» Car- 
tridge-Shot, they made a great Havock of © 
our Sailers who were upon the Deck, and 
we found that our number of Fighting-men 
was decreas’d to fixteen; this wasa Prefage 
of our approaching Ruin, wé were now 
unable to defend our felves, the Rover 
boarded us with a Number of his Men, be- 
came Mafters of our Deck, and we were 
compel’d to retire into the Gangway of the 
Quarter-deck ; where we turned two {mall 
Gonsupon them, which we difcharged to 
clear the Deck. But we were foon mafter’d,' 
and the Captain, as well as my felf, being 
wounded, the Ship was taken by the Enemy. 
They {oon plundered the Ship, changed our, 
Habits forthe worfe they had, and putting 
heavy Chains upon our Legs, huddled us to- 
gether under the Hatches, to lament our 
unhappy Condition. was not long before 

we 
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we were put to fale for Slaves, and I have 
~ been three tedious Years in the Service of 
this Mafier, without giving my Father or 
Mother any notice of my Misfortune; but 
have bid adien to my Country for ev er, in 
hopes that a fudden Death will deliver me 
from the cruciating Torments of this World. 
The Reafon therefore why I offered to you 
thofe Embraces and Endearments, was, for 
the likenefs that you bear to my beloved, 
tho faithlefs, Luciuda; and it is impoffible to 
behold you without renewing the Idea of 
the Charms of that dear Miftrefs who al- 
ways pofleft my Breaft. And did not your 
Habit and Exprefficn convince me of the 
contrary, I fhould believe you the very fame 
Perfon that has been the Occafion of all my 
Troubles, and at whofe Remembrance with 
Pain I reftrain my watry Eyes from fhed- 
ding their ufual Tribute. 

At thefe Expreffions, he applied his Hand- 
kerchief to his Face, to hide his fhameful 
Tears; the mournful Sug had fo inclined 
my Heart to pity, that no lefs than the Fear 
cf a Difcovery of my felf and Sex to the 
DefiruGion of us beth, could hinder me 
from fhewing the fame Signs of Compaffion : 

ut I found it neceflary, and by my Endea~ 
vours maftered my Inclination, very much 
concerned that it was not proper for me to 

alter his Opinion of my Perfidionfneds, 
which tronbled me extremely. J did what 
was in my power cony eniently to eae 
um, 
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him, advifing him to think as little as poffi- 
ble of his abfent Miftrefs, that. whilft the 
was in his Mind it would give frefh Nou- 
rifhment to and augment his AffliGion. 
© Oh: my fellow: Slave, faid he, were you 
“not every Day before my Eyes, perhaps 
‘in time the Remembrance of her might 
* Jeflen in my Heart; but you are fo per- 
© feGly her Figure, that when I fee you it 
*‘occafions all thefe irregular Tranfports 
‘ which fo 'diforder me.” I bid him be of 
Comfort; that ‘Time perhaps which brings 
the moft unexpeGed things to pafs, migit 
by fome' unaccountable Event procure his 
Happinefs ; and that in the mean time, he 
fhoula bear his Yoke with Patience. By this 
time, the Servant came. to fetch us home 
fromthe Garden, and I applied my felf to 
my daily Work. . 

My Patron wasa Widower of about fifty 
Years of Age, he was very rich, and allhis E-. 
ftate was defigned foranonly Daughter, who 
wasnot yet twenty Yearsof Age, Ithought 
no. Turkifb Woman could be fo beautiful as 
fhe appeared to me; I do not remember to 
have feen any European of a fairer Com~ 
plexion, of more delicate Skin, or a more 
agreeable mixture of White and Red: In 
fine, I think fhe was the handfomeft Wo 
man‘lever faw: She call’d to me one Day 
as Iwas paffing.by her Chamber; I ftopp’d, 
and with ali the Humility of a Slave, deiir’d 
to know what fhe would pleafe to command. 

£2 ’ She 
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She bid me fit down by her; I with Excufes 
of my Duty refufed, but fhe again com- 
manded me, and I was obliged to obey. 
She asked me of what Country I was, what 
was my Name, my Age, and whether I was 
ever married. I told her that Great Britaiu 
was my Country, that my Parents were 
fomething above the Degree of common 
Citizens, that I was about twenty Years 
of Age, and that I had never been married: 
fhe afterwards demanded of me if I had ever 
advifed my Relations of my Slavery, and if 
I had not the Hopes of being quickly ran- 
fomed? I told her that having been fo 
wicked to leave my Parents, in oppofition 
and defiance to their Commands and De- 
fires; the Powers above had juftly rewarded 
my Undutifuinefs, by expofing me to this 
Misfortune; that I had little Reafon to ex- 
pect a Deliverance, but yet was not without 
fome Hopes of having my Liberty pur- 
chafed in fome time. She appeared with 
fome Concern when I mentioned my Hopes: 
of Redemption, but feemed to endeavour to 
conceal it from an antient Female Slave in 
the Room, that was there as her Watch and’ 
Guardian ; yet in alow Voice fhe gave me 
to underftand that fhe was to go the next. 
Day tothe Garden, and ordered me to be 
_ there at the beginning of the Afternoon. 
I made her a low Reverence, and promifed_ 
her I would not fail, when fhe put four 
Sultanoes into my Hand, and bid mel fhould: 
acquaint 
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acquaint her when I had occafion for 
more. 

The Reception fhe gave me, her Com- 
mands to meet her in the Garden, and the 
Money fhe put intomy Hand, made me be- 
lieve fhe was fallen in Love with me. On 
the one fide I pitied her fruitlefs Paffion, 
fince Nature had made me uncapable to 
give her any fatisfaCtory return ; and on the 
other fide, I compaffionated my own Con- 
dition, apprehending left this amorous Con- 
verfation fhould raife a Jealonfy, to which 
the Turks are fo fubje&, to my infallible 
Ruin. Iknew the Effe& and Refentment 
of a Paffion that met not with a fuitable re- 
turn, which I thought muft infallibly be my 
Cafe with Sabina (the Name of the young. 
Turkifp Lady) when fhe found I returned 
her not thofe warm Endearments which fhe 
expected ; her injur’d Paffion would turn to 
-a mortal Hatred, and what muft be my Fate 
from fuch a merited Revenge ? This made 
me curfe the Moment that firft bronght me 
to her fight, I could not hope to allay the 
Fury of her Defires with foft Words and 
innocent Carefles ; fhe ran too great a Dan- 
ger for her SatisfaGtion, to be rewarded 
with fuch trifling Joys: but where was the 
poffibility of returning more fubftantial Blifs 2 
Alas! I was unable, I.detelted my Face, 1 
loathed my pleafing Form that had raifed 
her Paffion, and drew me into thefe inevi- 
table Hardfhips. Thefe RefleGions fo dif- 
‘s E 3 turbed 
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turbed my Reft, that I could not clofe my 

Eyes for the whole Night; I pafs’d the 

Morning as ufual, in pain for the Event of 
the Day ; I wifhed that fome lucky-Accident 

would have happened to have drawn me 

with Honour from this Appointment. I 

knew the Women of that Country were not 
framed of the coldeft Mould, that Oppor- 

tunities were dangerous and fearce, and 

therefore nfually turned to the:greateft ad- 

vantage. Iam, thoughtI, afit Hero, and 

likely to oblige a young blooming. withing 
Beauty in her firft Paffion, full of curiofity 
and defire; in what manner is it poffible for. 
" me to acquit my felf. without provoking her 
Hatred and. Revenge? fhould'I not go, the 
Difobedience and Contempt would be un- 
pardonable; befides, my Duty draws me 
there, my Patron commanding me to free 
thofe precious Flowers he fo delights in 
from the baneful Weeds. I therefore went,, 
tho with an aking Heart; the -firft thing I 
faw in the Garden was Sadina-attended by 
two old Women who were to take care of 
her; I was glad to fee fhe was not. alone, and 
thought I thould be the better-able to a& my 
part. She foon perceived me, and employ- 
ed the old Women to gather fome -Flowers 
in a ‘Compartment.a little -diftant, that fhe 
might have the better Opportunity to talk 
with mealone. She commanded me as before 
to fit down by her; the was well drefled, 


appeared extremely beautiful, and there was 
a 
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a charming Sweetnefs in her Eyes, that 
fhew'd the Paffion of her Heart; nothing 
but Love could make her Looks, fo agreeable. 
Her firft Queftion was, when I expected to 
be redeem’d; I returned her the fame An- 
fwer as before. ‘ But, faid fhe, fappofe you 
fhould here at Conftantinople have an Op- 
* portunity to make your Fortune, would 
you not rather chufe to ftay here and en- 
* joy it, than run the Hazard of your Life, 
* by taking fo long a Voyage as the return 
* to your own Country ? I know fomething 
© that may perhaps prove very muth to your 
Advantage.’ This fo amazed me, that I 
knew not what Anfwer to make; Sabina 
look’d upon me with fuch Attention, that it 
encreafed my Apprehenfions: neverthelefs 
after.a little paufe, Ireturned her this. ‘ Nar 
‘ knowing in what other place, except my 
* own Country, to make my Fortune, I 
thought it moftadvifable to returathither : 
Yet notwithftanding, if I could meet with 
any thing here, that would be to my certain 
and future Advantage, I fhonld willingly 
yield to the Temptation ; and in grati- 
tude, acknowledge that I fhould owe my 
Life to the Goodnefs of .thofe who fhould 
procure me that unexpe&ted Happinefs,’ 
There was Hypocrify in my Anfwer, my 
Sentiments were not conformable to my 
Words ; but I was obliged to diflemble, -ra- 
ther,than provoke her Hatred. With Eyes 
glowing with Love, fhe. return’d, that I 
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muft firft get my felf inftru&ed in the Ture 
kifh Religion, and that then fhe would her 
felf inform me in particular of that which, 
confidering the Condition I was in, would 
no doubt be to my greateft SatisfaGtion, and 
I fhould for ever blefs the lucky Moment 
that firft brought me to her fight. I made 
her all the Obeyfance of a Slave, and re- 
turned her Thanks for the Favours fhe was 
pleafed to promife me; I found not the 
Danger of this prefent Rencounter fo ter- 
rible as 1 imagin’d, for Sabina, whom | affif- 
ted in the moft humble manner, rais’d her 
felf from the green Bank where fhe fat, not 
to give her old Guards too much occafion of 
Sufpicion, and by that Opportunity gave 
me a Purfe which I received with Signs of 
a profound Refpedt ; and opening of it at my 
Leifure I found it'cram’d with Sultanoes, and 
amongit them thefe Verfes. 


From the fharp Pains of Love, fhe hopes you ll 
Eafe 

Her panting Heart, who kindly fends you thefe ; 

Slave to a Slave fhe will no longer be, 

Tf all her powerful Gold cau fet you free: 

No Chains but thofe of Hymen fhall you 
wear, 

Where the kind Nymph an equal weight will 
bear ; 

That State muft needs be happy, all will hold, 

Wherein lies Duty, blended Love, and Gold. 


Altho 
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Altho I was very much pleafed with the 
Gold, I received a greater DiflatisfaGion at 
the Verfes; the Thought how this ‘Affair 
would end, afforded but a difmal Prof{peé ; 
I knew not how to proceed, or how I could 
difengage from Sabina’s AfieCtion. Irefolv’d 
rather to die the moft miferable Death, than 
turn to the Mahometan Religion; and how 
could I give my Confent to Marriage, when 
I was fo uncapable of performing the greateft 
Part of the Ceremony ? This brought a frefh 
_ River of Tears into my Eyes, and I hear- 

tily.pray’d to Providence to deliver me by 
fome Means or other from thefe affliGing 
Circumftances. : 

I know not whether my Prayers -prevail'd ; 
_ but it is certain that two Days after this, 
my Patron fell fick, and his Diftemper fo far 
encreafed, that he began to be apprehenfive 
of his Death. Whilft the Family was in 
thefe ‘Froubles, Sabina had not.the Oppor- 
tunity to fpeak to me alone; for being the 
only Perfon that attended my Matter in his 
Chamber, I could not leave him for a Mo- 
ment. At the feventh Day of his Sicknefs 
there came to hima Talifman, (who is a 
kind of Prieft among the. Turks) to dif 
pofe him to the Thoughts, of another-World, 
and to fet the; Affairs of his Family in 
order. My Patron immediately caufed an 
Inventory of what he owed, to be.made, 
and laid under his Pillow, that theyymight 
be difcharged in.cafe he fhould dies, The 
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Turks ,being of Opinion that they would — 
otherwife be put to their Account in the 
other World, and if they know not to whom 
to make’Reftitution of what-they have un- 
juftly sacquired, they bequeath it by their 
laft Will to the endowing of Hofpitals and 
other pious Ufes, iand part*for the maintain- 
ing Lamps in their: Mofques, with Salaries to 
‘Talifmen and. other religious ‘Priefts to pray 
for their Souls ‘after their Deceafe. After 
the ‘Talifman had exhorted the fick to refle& 
ferioufly upon his paft Life, and to repent’ of 
all his Enormities and evil Actions, ‘finding 
that Life continued Jonger than he ex- 
pected; he call’d for the Alcoran or the Tur- 
| kifh Law, and read ‘feven times fucceffively 
the Chapter which the Mahometans call - 
Chabereth Flozy, wherein -are contained the 
AGions of Jefus Chrift, for which?l could 
hear no other Reafon than that it-wasa con 
ftant Cuftom among the Turks. 'On the 
tenth Day my Patron died, with ‘appear- 
ance of great Penitence ; his-Body was:im- 
mediately laid upon.a Carpet, extended in 
the middle of the Floor of the Chamber 
where he expir’d; where his neareft Rela~ 
tions came, and ftanding in a Circle about 
him, with Crowns made of the Wood of 
Aloes in their Hands, made their Prayers 
much after the manner of the Roman Ca- 
tholicks, After this, they laid the déad 
Body'upon a ‘Table, ftripp’d off his Linen 3 
they wafhed firft his Privities, and seid 
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his-whole:Body with ‘Water and Soap, dry> 
ingrof it with clean Linen Clothes; when 
this was perform’d, they wafh’d it with 
Rofe-water,. and anointed the Body with 
‘perfum’d Oils and fragrant Ointments’ to 
give. it. anagreeable Smefl. After this they 
cloth’d him in his -richeft Veftments,;. put- 
ting on ‘his Head a Turbant adorn’d with 
‘Flowers ;:and:when the’ Body had lain thus 
forfome time upon the ‘Table, it was carry’d: 
away to be buried in the place he had de- 
fign’d when he was alive. 

It is not the Cuftom either for the Wife or . 
‘Daughter to attend the Corps.at the Burial ;. 
they {tay .at home to prepare a fumptuous: 
‘Banquet for the Priefts when they returit fa-- 
‘tigued by continually crying, as they pafs 
along the Streets, Alla Alla Mehemeth Reful 
Alla, that is, God is God, and Mahomet is 
bis Prophet. Afterthe Interment is thus fo— 
lemniz’d,.they erect a Maufolenm fuitable: 
to the condition of the Perfon; they fill 
his Grave with the choiceft:Flowers, and 
throw into it an oval Box, in which 1s.en— 
clos’d the Elegy of the:Deceas’d. 

But to ‘return to the Priefts, when-they 
have bury’d the Corps they come back imme- 
diately to the Houfe of the deceas’d Perfon,. 
‘to partaké of the’ Banquet, and to receive. 
each five Afpersas a reward for their Praye 
ers and ‘Trouble. 

Many Turks have fmall ‘Mofquesor Chav- 
pels built near their burying Places, for the 

COR- 
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convenience of praying for the departed 
Souls; and there is fcarcely one of thefe 
without an Infcription expreffing the good 
Deeds and Life of the dead Perfon. ‘Thofe 
of a meaner Rank have for their Monu- 
ments a long Cheft of Stone in depth about 
three Foot ftrew’d about, and fill’d with 
Flowers, in order to oblige thofe Paflengers 
who go that way, and partake of their 
{weet Odour, to pray for the Souls of thofe 
who lie there, that they may be as {weet, 
and of as agreeable a Flavour in the Noftrils 
of Mahomet, and their great Creator. 

After my Patron was thus interr’d, all his 
Slaves had their Freedom prefented them ac- 
cording to the laft Will and Teftament of my 
late Mafter. His Brother who was his Ex- 
ecutor gave us befides fome Mony to bear 
- our Expences in the return to our Coun- 
tries. Sabina was upon her Father’s Death 
carry d to her Uncle’s Houfe: and thus I 
was happily deliver’d from the Apprehenfi- 
ons I fear’d from my amorous Engagement 
with her. 

I was two years in this Slavery, before I 
Joft my Mafter, and during the whole time 
Thad nothing remarkable happen’d to me, 
except the falling into the fame Slave- 
ry with my firft Love Charles, atd Sabina’s 
falling in love with me, each of which gave 
me many uneafy Thoughts. Ihad no reafon 
to complain of the Hardfhips of my Slavery, 
fince my Patron was, as I had good reafon 

to 
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to believe, one of the beft Men, not only in 
Turkey, but even in the compafs of all Europe. 
His Temper was civil and obliging, free 
from that Cruelty which the Turks generally 
thew towards their Chriftian Slaves, and 
which as an Eye-witnefs, I faw too often 

praétifed by other Mafters. 

We no fooner receiv’d the happy News 
of our being at liberty, but every one en- 
deavour’d with all hafte to leave this place 
of their Confinement. Charles was the 
only Perfon that amongft the general Joy 
fhew’'d fenfible figns of Grief. It was dif- 
ficult for me to leave him in thefe Troubles 
and Difcontent, and yet I was refolv’d not 
to difcover my felf to him till a luckier Op- 
portunity fhould prefent; when accompany- 
ing me, at my requelt, out of Town fome 
day in the afternoon (for now we were at 
full liberty to-do what we pleas’d, and the 
Executor oblig’d to furnifh our Expences un- 
til we could conveniently go) my old Lover 
with Pain confented to what Ihad fo earneft- 
ly defir’d. He was grown fo melancholy, 
that Converfation was hateful to him, or 
any thing that had the leaft appearance of 
afluaging his Grief, when with much ado I 
- had prevail’d with him to go with me out of 
Town. When we were in a folitary Place, 
out of the danger of being feen or heard, I 
wonder, Charles, faidI, that you fhould ap- 
pear fo afflicted and concern’d at a time that 
demands our greateft Joy; for what can be 

more 
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»more acceptable to a_generous Soul thaito 
be deliver’d from the bafe.and fervile Bonds 
of Slavery, and whofe oppreflive Weight we 
have felt by fad Experience? -You boaft your 
felf to be of no unworthy Family, that-they 
abound in Riches, and love you to Defpair ; 
your Abfence doubtlefs loads ’em: with-end- 
-lefs Grief, corrupts the Joys of Life, and 
-turns all their Comfort into Sorrow. «How 
cana noble Soul, whofe delight it.is to do 
«merciful and generous Adtions, be pleas’d.in 
giving Mifery and Pain? When you_a@ thus. 
you are thoughtlefs of a Parent’s Care, or 
of a filial Duty, a Return unworthy for the 
»Life they gave you. If.an unfortunate.and 
unruly Paffion has fore’d you almoft upon 
the brink of Madnefs, they.are not: in the 
‘Fault; and if perhaps you had.acquainted 
?em with your unbounded ~Paffion, they 
would have contriv’d {ome means to have 
favour’d your Defign. Without any trial of 
their inclinatiéns, ordifcovery of your Dif- 
content, you have the Cruelty toleave ’em, 
to abandon them for ever, and not to eafe 
their doleful Hearts by knowing where you 
are, uncertain whether they ought to mourn 
your fatal Death, or grieve for your unhappy 
miferable Life, *Tis ftrange that you should 
rather chufe to be a Slave and ferve abroad,. 
than live at home and give command to 
others! Rather difcard this banefiul Love, 
throw off the weighty Chains, banith the 
fair one from your/Breaft, return:to your 

Country,. 


Adventuresof Lucinda. ana 


Country,-be a’Bleffing-to your’Parents, dnd 
take this glorious‘Opportunity ‘to’ free you 
from ‘the Bondage of your Mind as well as 
Body. “Fortune -perhaps may favour your 
good Intentions ; and who knows’ but that 
you may in‘time-find another “Lucinda to 
eafe your Complaints, and reward your Con- 
ftancy with endle{s Happinefs? 

Charles, who had all this time kept his Eyes 
fixt upon the Ground, began to Iook up at 
the found'of Lucinda ; hecaft ‘his‘Eyes upon 
me, figh’d and {poke in the‘following Words. 
I muft acknowledge, my Friend, ’/aid he, that 
what you fay is very reafonable; Ihave be- 
haved my felf founworthily, Timuft confefs, 
to my Relations, that Ihave juftly forfeited 
all their Efteem and Vdlue, having‘given 
7’em fuch continual occafidn of'Grief and 
AffliGion : and ’tis'for this reafon that I with 
never to fee °em more,. or to return to the 
unhappy Place ‘that gave me Birth. I will 
always remain a Stranger to my Country, 
banifh’d from thofe I have injur’d, and wafte 
alingring miferable Life in a ‘remote and 
foreign’ Climate. You wonder at the Con- 
fufion of my ‘Thoughts, and why this Li- 
berty, fo acceptable to moft, fhould ‘be re- 
ceiv d by me with fuch Indifference, fuch lit- 
tle Signs of ‘Joy; but ‘I’muft own the Con- 
ftancy of my ‘Love, the Violence cf my 
Paffion debars me of all Content, and in time 
will make ‘me die the moft wretched, tle 

. fame unhappy Creature I have always bes 
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To return to my Relations would but pro- 
duce freth Troubles, and occafion of Afflic- 
tions; my impatient Temper would quickly 
hurry me from thence; predominant Paffion 
would force me from my Duty, and make 
me rove again about the faithlefs World, in 
hopes to find at laft a welcome Death. 
That I am unfortunate, you find; know 
my folly in continuing to love a Perfon for 
whofe fake I have endur’d fo many Hard- 
fhips, doubtful of a fuitable return. I know 
not where to find her whether alive or dead ; 
and if by chance my unwearied Diligence 
fhould luckily difcover her, the fame ill Fate, 
that always has attended me, perhaps will 
lead me to my Deftruétion, and fhew me 
the faithlefs fair one dying with Pleafure in 
the Embraces of another Lover. This I 
own proclaims me a doating incorrigible 
Fool: but the Power of Love forbids me to 
reform. It is in vain to ftrive to end the 
Charm, my Life and Paffion bear an equal date. 
Oh my Lucinda! my dear belov’d Lucinda! 
(faid he, with a Sigh) notwithftanding the 
reafon you have given me to fufpé@ your 
Fidelity, Pfl adore you with an endlefs 
Paffion to the laft. Could i but fee that 
pleafing Form, thofe killing Eyes that have 
enflavd me, my Fatigues and Cares were 
well rewarded; and to end my Life upon 
that panting Bofom, would be my utmoft 
Wifh: a Happinefs the immortal Gods would 
die for! But why do I talk thus? perhaps 

. you 
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you are now in the cold Arms of Death, 

and all that Beauty crumbled into Earth: I 

will not long be abfent from you. I, fure, 

at laft fhall find that wifth’d-for End which 

I have ranfack’d all the Corners of the World 

to meet: but, as for you, my Friend, if e- 

ver it be your Chance to fee my lovely Lu- 

cinda, whofe Image you perfectly reprefent, 
tell her that you have feen her conftant Lo- 

ver, who, after he has had the unexpected 

Fortune of being freed from Turkifh Slavery,» 
is for her fake fo carelefs of his Liberty, as 

to hazard the lofs of it by further Attempts ; 

and, being not able to live without her, 1s 

fearching opportunities to facrifice thofe 

Trifles to her Shrine. 

So many moving Sighs, and mournful 
Tears, accompanied thefe Expreffions, that 
I could no longer bear to fee him in this !a- 
menting condition. There is no occafion for 
your rambling any farther, my dear Charles, 
faid I, to feek your lov’d Lucinda; fhe holds, 
fhe holds you in her longing Arms, preffes 
you with her warm Embraces, and with 
her balmy Kifles ftops your fleeting Soul; 
which if it have a Tendernefs like mine, 
would otherwife quit its Manfion with ex- 
cefs of Joy. Iam the happy Obje@ of your 
conftant Paffion, the fair one you com- 
plain of, the very fhe whom you unjuftly 
call your falfe Lucinda: but when you hear 
the Variety and Turns of Fortune I have 
undergone for you, if there be a Grain of 

Pity 
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Pity in your Breaft, give it to poor Lucinda. 
Think her sot faithlefs and unkind, but 
blame the Treachery of .a mif-plac’d Confi- 
dence, a corrupted Servant, who betray’d 
cor firft Defign, and fold me to a Villain 
for a Bribe, from whence enfu’d a Train of 
Misfortunes which would have been endlefs, — 
had not my kinder Stars, in pity to my Suf- 
ferings, brought us together in vile Slavery, 
and unexpected Freedom, which yields a 
pro{pect of fucceeding Joys. I durft not 
difcover my felf fooner to yon, left the fa- 
tai Secret might have prov'd a Ruin unavoid- 
able to us both. Neither have I (I muft 
confefs) lefien’d my fatisfa&tion by the Con- 
ceaiment ; ithas given me the unuttezable 
Pleafure to find what moft I with’d, your 
faithful boundlefs Paffion for me, attended 
with a Conflancy to be admir’d, and match- 
lefs inthe Bounds of Nature. I was going 
to continue my Difcourfe upon this agree- 
able Theme, when my Lover, ravifh’d with 
the furprizing Joy, fell down on his Knees at 
“my Feet, trembling with Pleafure; he took 
my Hand, bath’dit with Tears of Joy, and 
imprinted on it a thoufand tender Kifles. 
He begg’d.my Pardon if he had faid any 
thing that might offend me; his Paffion was 
extraordinary, and he could not. account for 
all the Irregularities of Condu@ it might 
oceafion. I eafily forgave him, rais’d him 
from the ground, feal’d his-Pardon with my 
‘Embraces, and began to tell him by what 
con- 
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contrivance I fell into the-Hands of old 4/- 
phonfus, how lefcap’d out of his Houle; how 
Trefus'd to gratify my. Deliverer by Marriage, 
till Lhadaflurances that you was faithlefs, and 
wedded to.another. In fine, Iconceal’d no- 
thing from him that had happen’d to me: 
and te divert his Melancholy, I entertain’d 
him with my Intrigue with Sabina, and her 
-Paffion for me. | 

Peing overjoy d.at our lucky-meeting, and 
sperfeGly fatisfy’d in each cthers Condu@, we 
took a Refolution to.go as foon as poffible 
.from this Place; and-there lying in the Port 
an Englifh Veflel réady to fail, we laid 
-hold of the Opportunity. It was thought 
convenient that I fhould {till retain my Ha- 
~bit ; it would give me more Freedom amongft 
the Paflengers and-Mariners: we therefore 
enter’d the Ship in our flavifh> Guarb, and 
hop’d that after fo many -Misfortunes, we 
fh ould at Jaft meet with .a happy return. 

We had not been.a.Fortnight under Sail 
before we were furpris’d with a violent 
‘Storm. As the Day began to break, the Wind 
-blew impetuoufly from every Corner, the 
Clouds obfcur’d the Sky ; inftead of Daylight 
Darknefs increas’d, and Torrents of Show- 
ers, like Rivers, wafh’d our Decks. ‘The 
Paflengers were thrown from fide to fide; the 
raging Billows tofs’d the floating Ship up to 
-theFirmament,and then.as foon immers’d her. 
nto the watry Bowels of the Deep; the 


unruly Veffel could fcarcely obey her Helm ; 
a * her 
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her Sheets and Cordage were tore to Rags 
and Lint, and the creaking Planks groan’d 
as if they'd fall afunder. The Captain. 
walk’d penfive with his Arms a-crofs, the 
Faces of the Mariners grew pale, and, as a 
Prefage of our inevitable Ruin, the general 
Sound was now, to Prayers, to Prayers: the 
trembling Prieft was ftuttering out his Lef-. 
fon, when a fudden Crack, as if the Ship 
was burft afunder, encreas’d our Fears, and 
fild the Air with Screams. He left his Book 
to know what was the Difafter, and found 
the Main-Maft was thatter’d with Lighten- 
ing, andblowndown. We fell to our Pray- 
ers again, and expecting to fink every mo- 
ment, every one apply’d themfelves to their 
Devotion, and made publick Confeffions of 
their Sins, without referve. When we had 
' been in thefe Agonies for fome time, the Sky 
grew clearer, the Winds abated of their Vi- 
olence, and we had hopes, tho in that fhat- 
ter’d Condition, to out-ride the Storm. The ~ 
Dram-bottle went briskly about, our Fears 
leflen’d, and we begantorecover. I look’d 
amongft the Paflengers, and could not for- 
bear {miling at the remembrance I retain’d 
of many of their Confeffions: fome were-fo 
comical, that I could not forbear giving too 
much ear to em in the midft of our greatelt 
Danger, which was I fear to the difadvan- 
tage of my Devotion; and:this fix hours 
Storm made us better acquainted with each 
others Frailties and Inclinations, than.if — 
a 
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had liv’d fo many Years together. When the 
Storm was over, the Mariners apply’d them- 
felves to repair the Damage the Veffel had 
fuffer’d; our Leaks were ftop’d, our Matts 
{plinter’'d up as well as the opportunity 
would permit, and Sheets which the Cap- 
tain kept in referve, brac’d to the Yards. 
_And yet, notwith{tanding we were reftor’d 
to this tolerable Condition, and that the 
Sea had fmooth’d its rugged Face, and we 
were out of danger, and quiet and peacea- 
ble in a grateful Calm, made a firm Re- 
folution never to truft my felf more to this 
angry Element, when it was poffible for me 
to get a Paflage by Land. 

This good-natur’d Weather continu’d till 
we arriv’d on the Coaft of Exgland; we had 
not one rough haughty Billow to difturb us : 
and there being a Mariner on board who 
had fpent his younger Days in the Schools,and 
had improv’d himfelf by reading, but fore’d 
_ by fome Extravagancies in his Youth to take 
to this fort of Life, he was efteem’d the Wit 
amongit ’em; and when they were a careen- 
ing, or the Hands lay idle ina Calm, Foxa- 
_ than (for fuch was his Name) was always 
courted to divert °em with his Buffoonery or 
fome pleafing Story. This Seafon was agree- 
able, he wanted not much Intreaty, and be- 
gan to thew his Parts in the following Man- 
ner. 


Portuize 


Fortune favours the Bold ; 
or, The fLappy Milaneze. 


(Oye Frer the defeat of the Switzers in the’ 
GA >| Battel betwen the Lords Dowa and 
ane Meliguan, when Maximilian Sfor- 
| za had by his ill Government loft 
his Dutchy of Milan, Gio- Giacomo Trivultio 
made all his Endeavours to have the’ Gibehines 
-banifh’d or fore’d out of the State; many of: 
*em having fhelter’d themfelves at Mantua, 
_ where the Marquefs Don Francefco di Gonfaga’' 
gave “em Protection, and permitted them! 
to inhabit. At that’time Charles of Bour- 
bon, that great Soldier, was Governour of 
Milan'for the King of France; he was fo' 
mild and courteous, that feveral- of thefe . 
who had been banifh’d, were recall’d, and’ 
reftor’d to the Pofleffion of ‘their Eftates. 
Some of ’em were fled to Trent, under the - 
Protection of Fraicefco Sforza, then Duke of - 
Bari; others tu Rome,.and others to Naples, 
according to the reception they met with 


amonegft the Princes of faly. 4 4 
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_Amongft thofe’ who retir’d to Mantua, 
was a Gentleman of an antient Family, cail’d 
Gonzalo, a Perfon well accomplifh’d, of 
much Honour, and whofe Eftate was equal 
to the richeft Cavalier of M@lan. His Mo- 
ther had had the Addrefs to have made fuch 
intereft with the Governours, that fhe re- 
main’d in pofleffion of her Fortune, tho fhe 
was of the Party of the Sforza’s, and one of 
the chiefeit who endeavour’d moft {trenuoufly 
to drive the Freuzch out of Milan. Gonzalo 
‘before he was fore’d to quit Milan had by 
his genteel Carriage and Behaviour gain’d 
the Favour of one of the fineft Ladies of AG- ° 
Jan; and he was fo violently in love with — 
her, notwithftanding fhe was marry’d, that 
his being oblig’d to be abfent from her 
was more infupportablée to him than his 
Banifhment. ‘Chey kept a Correfpondence _ 
by Letters, by the means of a Servant who 
had formerly liv’d with Livia (which was 
the Lady’s Name) in the Houfe where the 
inhabited. The Afiair was fo far advanc’d, 
by the Management of this Servant, that. 
Gonzalo was come to Afilan to enjoy and 
reap the Fruit of his Addrefies at the ver 
ime when the French had difcover’d fome 

tefh Defigns of the Family of the Sfrzas, 
Of which he was efteem’d the Principal. . 
| And the fearch after the Confpirators was 
xecuted with fuch Scridinefs and Diligence, 
hat to fave his Life, he was oblig’d to fly . 
| pom mepace with all Hafte and Secrecy 
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This parting gave great Uneafinefs to 
both fides; Gouzalo loft his defir’d Expedta- 
tion, and could not bear an Abfence that 
appear’d of fo long Continuance, The fair 
Lady was difappointed, and what can be 
more grievous toa Woman? but befides this | 
AffliGion, fhe was tormented with Fears | 
and Apprehenfions left her Gallant fhould 
fall into the Hands of his Enemies by ill | 
Fortune, or be betray’d for a Reward by 
thofe he was fore’d to confide in, to the | 
lofs of his Life, and the only Happinefs | 
fhe coveted. But Fortune was fo favoura- | 
ble to his Flight, that Gouzalo arriv’d with | 
all Safety at Mantua. ‘To divert him from } 
the Melancholy that his Banifhment and the 
Abfence of his Miftrefs occafion’d, he fre- 
quented Company, and paid vifits to the 
beft of the fair Sex. It was not long before | 
one of the greateft Rank and Beauty in 
Mantua was very much pleas’d with his | 
Manner and Deportment; and her Paffion 
for him encreafing beyond the degrees of | 
liking, fhe was fo much in love, as to_ 
follow the warm Meafures of the Women | 
of that Country, and not be afham’d to en- | 
deavour publickly to have a Correfponden- 
cy with him. 4 

She therefore, to engage him with the 7 
more certainty, fent a Confidant of hers 
to him,who meeting him in the Church, {poke 
to himin the following manner: ‘ An ac- 
© complith’d Cavalier of Honour, when ng 

as 
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has gain’d a general Efteem, will never be 
guilcy of any A@ion that fhall tarnifh thé 
Reputation he has acquir’d, or will be neg- 
leétful of taking thofe Meafures, which if 
not nicely follow’d may be attended with 
the moft mifchievous and affliGing Confe~ 
quences.’ He was furpriz’d at this Dif- 
courfe and Compliments from a Perfon uns 
known to him ; and after he had look’d upon 
her for fome time, he gave her the follow- 
ing Anfwer: ‘I never, Madam, faid he, 
‘ that I remember, broke my Word with 
any Perfon, or ever committed an indif- 
creet or difhonourable Aion that might 
give any Occafion of Difguft; but, if I 
have, thro Inadvertency, and contrary to 
my Intentions, done any thing to give 
Offence, I am more worthy of Forgivenefs 
than Revenge; and therefore I defire to be 
acquainted with my Fault, that I may 
make SatisfaGion, and ask Pardon for my 
Mittake.’ 7? 

The Lady was fo pleas’d with this An- 
{wer, that the was perfuaded he wasa Man 
of Honour, and deferv’d the Love of the 
greatelt Lady. And upon this fhe difcovei’d 
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to him the extraordinary Paffion that her. 


Friend had for him, defcribing her Beauiy. 
and good Qualities ;«but it was all to little 
purpofe, for Genzalo’s Morals were at this 
time very much out of the Mode; he perfe- 
verd in his Conftancy tohis firft Miftrefs, 
and thought it an Injury to Love, and difho- 
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@ourable, to be fo much as pleas’d with the 
Idea of any other Perfon than of the fair 
one to whom he had vow’d perpetual Con- 
flancy and Lovee ‘ I know not in what 
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manner, faid he, to receive this obliging 
Offer that this Lady makes me of her Af- 
feGtion, not being able to remember any 
thing that I have ever done for her 
to oblige her to this grateful Return, which 
would be a competent Reward for all the 
AGions of my Life fpent in her Service, 
and even for the lofs of that. But, Ma- 
dam, I grieve, and muft ask her Pardon, if 
I am oblig’d to refufe the Favour; My 
Heart is already engag’d to another, and © 
bound to her with fuch Vows and Impre- 
cations, that it is difhonourable and im- 
poffible for me to confent to what fhe de- 
fires. If it had been my good Fortune 
to have been free, fhe fhould have had the 
fole pofleffion of me, and I fhould have 
gloried inthe Happinefs. _ Neverthelefs I 
beg you not to think it Pride or Vanity 
that cccafions this Refufal, or that I ef- 
fteem it the lefs for being prefented to 
me in fuch a manner; and if there 
be any thing elfe befides the gratifying her 
Requeft, which fhe nequires of me, I will | 
fhew her the Power the has over me, by a 
ready and punctual Obedience to her Com- 
mands,’ 


€ ; 
€ You 
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© You make indeed Sir, fays jhe, as gallant 
an Excufe as it is poffible, from a Spark 
who refufes the laft Favours of a charming - 
Lady. This would have been very fafhi-. 
onable in the Times of our Fore-fathers, 
and might perhaps have gain’d you the 
Name of Faithful and Confcientious, and 
have brought you into the efteem of the old 
Matrons; but in this Age, I advife you 
to be careful of expofing your uncommon 
Principles, left the whole Sex deride and 
point at you. By your outward Figure one 
would not imagine that you fhould be the 
only Perfon to refufe the Acceptance of 
that which others would facrifice their 
Lives to obtain. I begin to fufpe&- your 
Endowments, that Fame has been too la- 
vith in your Favour, and that your Heart 
has been always infenfible of. the Plea- 
fures of Love, to refufe fucl an Op- 
portunity of making you intirely hap- 
py; and how can you ever have the face 
after this to make your courtfhip to the 
Ladies ? Go onin the purfuit of your Va= 
nity, and you will quickly find how many 
Fair ones of the Sex will die for the Lois 
of your pretty engaging Perfon. Madam, 
replyd Gonzalo, you give me a feverer 
Chaftifement than I deferve: You accufe 
me for want of Civility and Love, when 
thofe are the only Reafons that make me 
guilty of this Rudenefs. I own that my 


* Heart is already engag’d toa Lady in Mis 
a 


‘ lan, 
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Jan, and if I fhould break my Faith with 
her, you might with more Juftice call me 
infenfible and perfidious ; and I think this 
is being honourable in the greateft degree 
to the Lady whofe AffeGtions you offer 
me. ‘ What! faid fhe, are you one of thofe 
Ignorants who would be contented with a 
fingle Glory, as much to be contemn’d in 
the purfuit of Love as War? Would any 
Lady of Wit or Senfe efteem you the 
more, do you think, for this f{crupulous 
Simplicity? No, no, the Ladies admire 
not this cold Temper, they would have 
their Gallants replenifh’d with warm 
Defire and unbounded Paffion; and tho 
they wifh to keep their Lovers to them- 
felves, they would rather owe it to the 
Excefs of their own Charms, than to the 
Indifierency of their Admirers. ‘Takemy 
Word for it, this Nicenefs will never re- 
commeénd you to their Embraces; their 
Joys are heighten’d by their Endeavours 
to out-charm their Rivals; and they con- 
clude a Man incapable of a defii’u Paffion, 
who has fo little of Nature, as to confine 
himfelf to one alone. But were this Fide- 
Jity, as you call it, fo commendable, how 
are you certain that this Perfon, this Mi- 
Janeze, for whom you facrifice the growing 
Pleafures of your Life, makes you the fame 
return? Jo you vainly believe your felf 
the only Obje& of her Heart? and, that 


£ in your abfence, no other warm Defires 
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heat her glowing Breaft? ’Tis ftupid 
Folly! Had not her tender Inclinations 
taught her, you had never been happy in 
her Arms. When we have once. tafted of 
the divine and ravifhing Pleafures of Love, 
our Hearts are always wifhing for thofe - 
Joys; we know no other Satisfaction, and 
wifely in the Abfence of our Lovers, we 
long for Practice, and chufe fome other to 
fupply his Poft. ‘The whole Sex are equally 
fubjeG to the fame Paffion; Conftancy is 
an idle and derided Fancy, ftigmatizes 2 
Man with Coldnefs, and now impradica- 
ble amongft the wifer Mortals. When a 
Gallant has enjoyed, received the lufcious 
Harveft of hisamorous Paffion, he ought 


‘not, I muft confefs, to abandon the kind 


loving Creature : He thould make a fuita- 
ble Return, and be fo faithful as to gratify 
her amorous Defires; but to forfake all o- 
thers for her fake is foolifhand unfafhiona- 
ble. And thus,my honeft,virtuous Cavalier, 
Ileave you to confider of what have faid; 
and for the future be wifer than to refufe 
an-Opportunity like this, when Fortune 


Typreteats it to you.’ 


Gonzalo was aftonithed at thefe Expref- 


fions from a Woman; but it being about the 
Power of ‘Love, he was not difpleafed with 
it; and would not have interrupted the La- 
dy, had not the left off of her own accord. 


¢ 


t 


I muft confefs, Madam, faid he, there isa 
great deal of Reafon in what you fay, you 
| Ese ¢ feem 
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* feem perfeatly to know the Foible of your 
own Sex, if I may call it fo, and many 
of them “tis true, are not renounced for 
their Conftancy; but all your Rhetorick 
can never perfuade me of the Frailty of 
her whom ladore: and tho I have never 
yet been fo happy to arrive at the Goal, 
at which all Lovers bend their Courfe, I 
neverthelefs believe my felf more belov’d, 
than ever any was by that fair Sex. I 
therefore beg you to talk to me no more of 
the Inconflancy of this Lady, or endea- 
vour to perfuade me to the Embraces of 
another, both Subjeéts are equally odious 
to me: One I cannot fuffer, and to the 
other I can never confent.’ 

The Confidant, finding it impoffible to 
change his Inclinations, and that “twas la- 
bouring in vain to endeavour to fupplant 
the beloved Milaneze; the returned to her 
Friend who had employ’d her in this Em- 
bafly, and acquainted her with all the Dif- 
courfe fhe had had with Don Gozzalo; that 
his Heart was already engaged, and had 
vowed a Conftancy which appeared impreg- 
nable and beyond the Force of ‘Temptation. 
The Lady was piqued and fretted to have 
a Milanexe prefer’d before her, fhe thought 
her Charms equal, if not fuperiour to any’; 
yet upon Refledtion, fhe could not blame 
the Don for his Conftancy: fhe therefore 
making a Virtue of Neceffity, refolved to 


be contented, fhe praifed him for his honou- 
rable 


r 
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rable Behaviour to both; the efteemed and 
valued him for his good tho uncommon Prin- 
ciples ; and the Heat and Paffion of Defire, 
diminifhing by degrees, it changed at 
length into a folid Friendfhip, that after- 
wards prov’d-of great Service to Don Gon- 
zaloin the Accidents of his future Years. 
Whilft this paft at Milau, the charming 
Livia was dying with impatience to fee her 
dear Don Gonzalo, and to give him the laft 
Favours ; this fhe concluded would rivet 
him faft to her Heart, and was what he 
merited for the Dangers he had run for her 
fake. She underftood that her Husband 
was obliged to go out of Town upon fome 
urgent Affairs, and was impatient till the 
had fent the Don this Letter. 


Eftiny has, I hope at leaft, abated of its 
Rigour, and Fortune begius to fhew a nmure — 
favourable Countenance: what gives me thefe 
Thoughts is, the Obligation my Husband lies un- 
der to go out of Town for fome Davs upon Affairs 
of Confequence. Iam vravifhed at the Opportunity : 
£ leave you to tell me the fame thing more fiznifie 
cantly, when Lfee you ; there can be nothing ap- 
prehended to interrupt what I have to commnuaii= 
cate to you 5 therefore your fpeedv Arrival or An~ 
fwer I expect with the greateft Impatience. 


Adieu. 
as Don 


A 
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‘Don Gonzalo was ready to die with Joy 
at this good News, he was equipping him- 
felt with ail hafte for his Journey ; but whe- 
ther the Advocate inthe Church, who had 
been fo free with the Conftancy of the Sex, 
had made any Impreffion upon him, or for 
what other Reafon [know not, he began to 
be wavering inhis Thoughts. Sometimes he 
refie@ed upon the Danger of being taken 
by his Enemies upon the way, and the Ha- 
zard he run of his Life; ic might perhaps 
be a counterfeit Letter to draw him into 
a Snare, or if it fhould come from the very 
Livia, how did he know whether fhe refented 
not his Abfence, and took this Method for 
a fecure Revenge ; or whether the Husband, 
having had fome Sufpicion of the Intrigue, 
might not force her to this Method, in or- 
der to repay the Injury. Innumerable 
Thoughts of.this kind troubled his Breaft, 
and made him doubtful what to do, or how 
to fix his Refolutions. He intended there- 
fore to confult with a Friend of his, who 
knew of his Intrigue with Livia, and hap- 
pened to be now at Mantua about this Affair ; 
he went to him, fhew’d him the Lady’s Let- 
ter, and defired his Advice. His Friend 
honeftly told him his Opinion, pointed to 
him the Dangers he underwent, and the Im- 
prudence to hazard his Life for {uch a Trifle 


‘as the Poffefion of an inconftant Woman: 


That tho the prefent Satisfaction might be 


agreeable to his youthful Fancy, he would 
| in 


The Happy Milaneze.. 129 


in time be of another Opinion, when Years 
and Senfe had more matur’d his Underftand- 
ing; that the Pleafure was doubtful, but the 
future Punifhment and Repentance certain: 
In fine, he ufed fo many Arguments, and 
made fo reforming a Sermon, that the Don 
defer’d his Journey that Evening, he went 
to Bed; the Thoughts of Honour, Fear, . 
Difappointment, Defire, and the like, had. . 
made fuch a Combate in his Mind, that he 
flept not for the whole Night: his waking 
Penfivenefs, and the warm Bed, brought his 
Mittrefs afrefh into his Heart; and power- 
ful Love became Conqueror of all the Paffions, 
for no fooner broke the day, but he refolved. 
to fhake off all timorous Apprehensions, 
and hafte to his dear expeCting Livia. He - 
took with him fome Mantuan Servants he 
could moft confide in, and efcaping the 
Danger of being taken by the way, he quick- 
ly arrived fafely at Milan; taking up his 
Lodging at the Houfe of a trully” Friend, 
he foon communicated his arrival to ke 
and beg’d fhe would grant him the Favour 
tofee her. Altho Lita was impatient to fee 
the Don, the could not forbear being ccn- 
cerned at his ftay in Milan, knowing how 
much he was expofed to the Jealoufies and 
Sufpicions of the Frezch, who fail’d not, at 
leait once a Week, to fearch every Houfe, 
-where thofe of the difcontented Party were 

thought to inhabic. She neverthelefs writ . 


a Billet to Don Goxzalo, wherein fhe exs 
BS _prefs’d 
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prefs’d her Love as well as Fear, and defired 
him to come about the Evening in a Dif- 
guife to her Houfe; that fhe would be at the 
Door ready to receive him, and it being the 
time of Carnival, that he fhould acquaint 
her of fome particular Sign or Token, where- 
by fhe might diftinguifh him from the other 
Perfons in Mafquerade who thronged the 
Streets. Don Gozzalo punctually obeyed 
the Lady’s Commands, he came into the 
Street where Livia dwelt, whom he ob- 
ferved talking to fome Cavaliers in Masks ; 
thefe feeing Gouzalo advance near the Door 
with a Feather in his Hat after the Spani/h 
Fafhion, and believing by the Lady’s car- 
riage that there was a Defign of converfing 
together, they civilly withdrew to afford 
them the greater Liberty. 

The Excefs of Joy which Goxzalo re- 
ceived when he found himfelf alone with his 
dear Livia was fo great, that the Surprize 
mide him incapable to exprefs himfelf; he 
remained mute for fome time, but when he 
began to recover his Spirits, ‘ Oh my 
© charming Livia, faid he, I adore you with 
© that Refpect, that lam ready to fall at your 
© Feeta Viciim to my Paffion. No Dangers 
* could detain me from obeying the agreea- 
* ble Commands cf my dear obliging Livia, 
“ IT would chrfe rather to die in her Prefence 
“ this Moment, than tafte for ever the in- 
* fipid Pleafures of Life without her.’ ‘ My 
£ Gonzalo, {aid fhe, thefe are coi 
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© Demonftrations of your Paffion for me,- 
€ and Inclination will make me have the 
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weaknefs at leaft, to receive them as fuch; 
my Heart cannot be ungrateful, it pants. 
in your Favour, and my Arms are open to 
receive you; the Dangers and Perils you. 
have contemn’d for me, I place to your 
Account, and all fhall be repaid in bound- 
lefs Love. For my fake you have often. 
run the Hazard of your Life, ’rtwould be 
ungrateful not to venture mine for you;. 
but when the SatisfaGion, the Happinefs- 
of my beloved Gonzalo is in the Cafe, no 
Fears of Torment ora jealous Husband’s. 
Care, fhall fright me from the Gratitude 
Iowe my dear Gonzalo. This Minute I 
thought to have been happy, but an un=- 
lucky Chance has robb’d me of my Wifhes, . 
and diftanc’d my expected Joy; with Pain + 
I difcover to you the Occafion of my 
Grief, left you fhould think ir Coldnefs 
or Unkindnefs in your Livia: my Hul- 
band, who I thought would have been. 
abfent for three or four Days, will unex-- 
pectedly return this Night to A@lan; let 
not this give you any hard: Thoughts of 
me, or make you repent the Dangers you 
have run, for if you will come to this. 


‘Place about four Hours hence, Pil ufe my 


female Arts, and do all that. is poffible to 


give you a Sample of thofe future Joys; 


which. a better Opportunity, [hope, will 
yield us with more Satisfaction.. Aad in 
~ © cafe 
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_ cafe any thing fhould happen to prevent 
my coming, I will fend my Maid to ac- 

© quaint you with it.’ 

This unexpecied Return a little morti- 
fied the Don; however, he was extremely 
pleafed with the Affignation fhe had made 
him, and thought it then convenient for 
that time to take hisleave: ‘The remaining 
time he wafted at home, armed himfelf for 
the Purpofe, and came-to the Houfe at the 
appointed Hour. He was but juft there, 
when he heard at a very little diftance, 
clafhing of Swords, anda great Noife, as 
if feveral were engaged in a Rencounter; 
and one of them who was very much wound- 
ed, crying out Murder, and flying towards 
Zivia’s Gate, where he fell down dead, at 
the time the Maid was opening the Door for 
Don Gonzalo, fome of the Neighbours 
who came to their Windows at the Noife, 
{aw Gouzalo with a naked Sword in his hand, 
which he had drawn for his defence in the 
Clamour, enter the Door which was open. 
‘He was conducted into a private Apartment 
by the Servant, and every. thing being quiet 
in the Street, Livia came down to invite 
her Lover into a more convenient Chamber, 
where there might be no Interruption , to 
their mutual SatisfaGion. But alas! in the 
midft of their tender Expreffions for their 
reciprocal Joy and Content for this ravifhing 
Opportunity, they were difturbed by a vio- 
lent knocking at the Gate; for the Guat 

an 
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and Officers of Juftice, (finding in their 
Rounds a murdered Body lying at the Door, 
and being informed by fome Neighbours, of 
whom they made enquiry, that truly they 
knew not the Occafion, but they faw a Man 
with a naked Sword go into the Honfe) 
made them defire entrance, to be better in- 
formed of the Affair. Livia who overheard 
them fpeaking French, doubted not but they 
had difcovered by the means of fome of their 
Spies, that Govzalo was at her Houfe, and 
that they were come thither with Intentions 
to apprehend him, and was ready to die with 
Fear and Confufion. Gouzalo was neverthe- 
lefs undaunted, and retained a Prefence of 
Mind; and thohe wifhed himfelf at Maz- 
tua fafe with his Friend that advifed him 
againft this Attempt, he did what he thought 
moft likely to fave him in this Extremity : 
and being a little affifted by the trembling 
Livia, ‘he mounted up into the Chimney 
with his drawn Sword, where he could not 
long have remained had it not happened that 
a large Nail had been drove into the Back 
for fome other Occafion, upon which he 
refted one of his Feet to fupport the weight 
of his whole Body, in which uneafy Con- 
dition he waited the uncertainty of his 
Fate. 

When Livia had thus provided for the Se- 
curity of her Gallant, finding that. the 
Guards threatned to break open tie Door, fhe 
took the Key and unlocked it her felf with 
A at 
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an Authcrity becoming the Miftrefs of the 
Houfe, and one of her Condition, asked the 
Captain what made him dare to difturb her 
at that unfeafonable Hour, efpeciaily in the 
abfence of her Husband. The Captain beg’d 
her Pardon very civilly, that he was forced 
to this Rudenefs contrary to his Inclina~ 
tions; for there being a Murder committed. 
in the Street, and being informed that the 
Offender had taken Retuge in this Houfe, 
they were obliged to obey their Orders. 
© Upon my Word Captain, fays Livia, you 
© have been falfely informed, for during my 
¢ Husband’s abfence I have kept my Doors 
* locked and the Key always in my own pof- 
© feffion; yet neverthelefs to clear me from 
© the Scandal of harbouring any body in 
© my Honfe from the hands of Julftice, fearch 
© about I befeech you, all the Chambers and 
* Doors shall be open to you.’ 

The Concern the Gallant was in when he 
heard the French in the Chamber, is {carcely 
to be imagin’d; he began to deteft intriguing 
and the Deceits of Love, and his Heart 
told him that he was ina fair way to be 
punifhed by the Juftice of Heaven, for en- 
deavouring to commit fo hcrrible an Offence, 
to the irreparable Prejudice of an innocent 
Perfon. But Providence had not yet de- 
fien’d his Death, for the Guards not difco- 
vering any Perfon in the Houfe, retired ; 
and the Don with a great deal of Joy leap’d 
from his dark Apartment with an Intention 

td 
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to embrace his Livia, and to heighten the - 
coming Pleafure by the Thoughts of the 
Dangers they had efcaped. But wanton 
Fortune play’d him another Trick, for the 
Husband arriving juft at that time, finding 
his Doors open and a Crowd in the Street, 
knew not to what to attribute the Reafon. 
The arrival of the Husband gave Livia 
more Aftonifhment than the Guards had 
done before ; Fear and Concern made her 
look pale like Death; and finding by her 
Husband that he took notice at the change 
of her Countenance, ‘ Would you believe 
‘ it my dear Husband, faid/he, thefe Guards 
‘ have extremely difordered me, they have 
© had the Infolence to fearch your Houfe in 
© your abfence ; I'll fhew you the Chambers 
© where they look’d in every Corner, here 
* (carrying him into the Room where Gou- 
« zalo was again got into the Chimney that 
¢ he might hear their Difcourfe) but alas! 
‘ my dear Life, they faw no more than you 
“do now; and foon went fatisfied away 
‘ juft as you camein. At this the Huf- 
band went down himfelf to lock the Doors 
fait, andin the mean time Livia excufed her 
felf to her Lover, for being obliged to 
entertain her Husband longer than the de- 
fired. 

The Honfe being thus fecured, the Huf- 
band was retiring to his Apartment to re- 
pofe himfelf, when there was a frefh Alarm 
at the Door; this gave frefh Apprehenfion 

to 
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to Gonzalo, and was likely to delay his-Tors 
ture ; for there being no more than a thin 
Tron upon which he could reft one Foot 
only, he was fo tired that he could {carcely 
endure his Poft, being all the while upon 
the Rack. The Perfon who had before ac- 
quainted the Officers of Juftice that he had 
feena Man with a naked Sword retire into 
Livia’s Houfe when the Man fell dead at the 
Door, was carried to Prifon; and being 
more ftridly examin’d, confirmed his De- 
pofition with fuch Imprecations and Oaths, 
that the Guard could do no lefs than imme- 
diately obey the Orders to fearch the Houfe 
again; this made them thunder fo vio- 
lently at the Door. The Husband came 
down himfelf to open the Door, and refent- 
ing in his Expreffions the Difhonour they 
did his Houfe by this Difturbance; when 
he aflured them there was no body conceal’d, 
he let fail fome Words at which the Officers 
thought themfelves affronted; and therefore 
took the Mafter of the Houfe and all the 
Servants into their Cuftody, and without 
hearkning to any Reafons or Excufes, carried 
them all Prifoners to the Cattle. Gozzalo 
ftill in the Chimney, Inew not what to male 
of all this Noife and Confufion; and Livia 
feeing her Husband drag’d to Prifon, was 
not lefs concerned, but upon fecond thoughts 
fhe began totake comfort: ‘Two things con- , 
tributed to her Confolation, one was the In- 
nocency of her Husband, and the on? 

that 
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that contrary to her ExpeGations the had - 
alucky Opportunity to gratify herown, as 
well as her Gallant’s Defires; and her Joy 
Ought to exceed her Grief in the fame de- 
gree, that a warm wifhing Lover is prefera- 
ble to a dull indifferent Husband. 

Full of the Delight of thefe amorous | 
Thoughts, fhe went into the Chamber where’ 
Don Gonzalo was ftill confined to his footy 
Prifon. © Now my Life, faid jhe, with 
great Joy, we have time to reap a fall” 
Harvelt of that Happinefs we have fo long 
defired ; there isno ill-natured Obftacle 
to interrupt our Pleafures; the Storms, the 
vexatious Difappointments are all palit, 
and my heaving Bofom panting with Love, 
invités you to a full Poffeffion. Fly with 
eager Joy into the Arms of Vezus, fhe 
longs to clafp her warlike Mars within 
her tender Arms. The little Boy has made 
his Quiver of me, and has ftuck ail his 
keen Arrows in my wounded Heart.’ ‘ Oh 
my dear Livia, cryed the Don, let’s give 
a Truce to Words, weil take fuch Joys 
that thofe cannot exprefs: Fancy can 
{carcely reach the Expectation. ‘Then let 
me embrace you thus my. deareft Livia, 
thou ample Recompence for all ay area 
paft, and generous Purchafer of all my 
future Days.’ . In thefe Raptures they had 
happily pafs’d the, Night, when inthe Morn- 
ing the Don returned to his Apartment at 
his Friend’s Houfe: he-guefs’d by the Hour 

Gonzalo 
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Gonzalo came in, how he had fpent the 
Night; and like a Friend gave him that 
Counfel, like other Advifers, which he 
would not follow himfelf, to avoid fuch dan- 
gerous Practices. But bold Love fears no 
Danger, the Satisfaction was too great to be 
quitted fo foon, and a lucky Fate contributed 
to the Prolongation; for the Husband be- 
ing detained feven Days in the Prifon before 
he could give a fatisfattory Proof of his In- 
nocence, Don Gouzalo omitted not a fingle 
Moment when an Opportunity prefented to 
pay his Vifit: But to be fure he failed not to 
pafs every wifhed-for Night, norwithftand- 
ing the Peril and Hazard of a Difcovery, in 
the Arms and Embraces of his charming 
loving Livia. 

He would have longer perhaps continued 
his Refidence in this City, had not Monfieur 
Mompoier (who was then Governor of Mi- 
Jan for the King of Frauce) hearing Gonzalo 
was in Town, fearched his Mother’s Houfe 
for him. It was therefore high time tobe 
gone, and taking his way by Bergamo and 
Brefcia, he arrived fafely at Mantua, where 
he told his Adventures to his old Friend, who 
foundly rallied. him for his Folly and the 
blindnefs of his Paffion. 
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Aes ERE the Mariner finifhed his 
3 Story, which by the variety of Acci- 
rok dents very much pleafed the Com- 
pany. Not long after, we had more Reafon 
to be contented, for one of the Seamen, 
with great Joy, claimed the ufual Reward 
given by the Paflengers to the firft Difco- 
verer of Land; others foon climbed up the 
Shrouds to know the Truth, his Opinion 
was confirmed, the good News {pread a 
general Joy, and in two Days we were got 
into the Dowus, fafe from the Dangers of 
fo perilous a Voyage. This happened at 
the time when the Englifh Fleet in conjunc- 
tion with the Frezch, were preparing to en- 
gage the Dutch. ‘This occafioned frefh 
AffliGions, for there was a terrible Engage- 
meut between the Britifh and Dutch Fleets ; 
and it was fought with fuch Courage and 
Refclution, that both fides were very much 
difabled, and it remained doubtful whofe 
Right it was to boaft of the Vi@ory, which 
each pretended to; however, the Exgli/h loft 
fo many of their Seamen, that they found it 
neceflary to recruit; and the Orders for 
preffing all who had been at Sea, were exe- 
cuted with fuch Hafte and Diligence, that 
poor Charles and I were feized, almoft as foon 
as on fhore, by the Prefs-Gang, and forced 
into the Ship for Service. 
This 
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This Misfortune troubled me more than 
when I was firft carried a Slave to Turky. 
But Patience was our only Comfort, and I 
found there was no Difcharge to be expetted 
unlefs I would difcover my. Sex, which 
would occafion a Vexation not to be born, 
the parting me from my dear Charles, the. 
ereateit AffiiGion that could happen to me. 
{ therefore chofe this milder Fate, and with- 
out endeavouring to be releafed, fubmitted 
to my Deftiny. | 

We were carried on board, where we 
found the Mariners employed in repairing 
theirTackle, and fetting every thing in order 
with the greateft Application. It was a- 
bout the middle of Fuve when we met with 
the Dutch Fleet ; their Number of Ships was 
fomething lefs than ours: Their Fleet was 
divided into three Squadrons, the firft was 
commanded by Trump, who feeing the Bri- 
tifh Fleet retiring towards their own Coalts 
miftook it for fear, followed them, and a 
fharp Engagement’ enfued, both Fleets at- 
tacking and defending one the other, with 
the moit undaunted Courage and Refolution. 
It was about five in the Evening, when our 
Ship, which belonged to the blue Squadron, 
was engaged; and the Fire continued vio- 
lently on both fides till Eleven, when the 
Darknefs of the Night parted us. ‘This was 
a much fharper Engagement than any I had 
ever yet experienced, and I never was fo 
fenfible of Fear. - The Mifery and Com- 

. plaints. 
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plaints of the poor wounded Mariners 
moved my Heart to pity their Condition, 
and I was ready to betray my Difguife by 
my watry Eyes. 

After the fecond Engagement, many of 
the Seamen were permitted to goon fhore to 
refrefh themfelves, upon their Promife of re- 
turning on board upon the firft Orders. 
Charles and I were of this Number, we were 
very uneafy at our laft Difafter, and refolved | 
at any vate to quit the Service. There 
happened to be about this time a confide- 
rable Fair, where many Londouers came well 
ftock’d with variety of Goods of ail Kinds, 
as well as fafhionable Clothes of all Sorts, 
ready made, to fupply the Country Gentry 
of both Sexes; hither my Charles and I re- 
paired, believing that our Efcape and Safety 
could not be better accomplifhed, than by 
changing our Garb; therefore, with fome 
of the Gold which Sabina the fair amorous 
Turk had prefented me, I bonght the richeft 
Attire I could meet with, and every thing 
belonging to the female Sex anfwerable 
toit. Charles likewife bought hima genteel 
modifh Suit, and to prevent his beingknown, 
he cut off his own Hair, and bought cne of 
the beft Perukes the Fair would afford. We 
quitted our flavifh and Sea Garb, and thus 
accoutered, it was impoflible to know. us. 
My Cireumftances now forced me to rely 
upon his Honour, we were conftrained to 
pafs for Man and Wife, and he gave me all 

; the 
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the Affurances of foleomn Vows and Impre- 
cations, that the Ceremony fhould be fo- 
lemnized at the firft convenient Opportu- 
nity: ’twould haye been tvo fcrupulous not 
to have trufted to his Honour. Convenience, 
and a Defire of being more firmly his, gain’d 
my Confent. We now pafs’d for Londoners 
that were come thither for our Diverfion, 
we liv’d as well.as our Stock would permit ; 
and when what we were indebted to the 
Houfe was difcharged, we found only two 
Crowns remaining. Charles therefore re- 
folved to enquire after his Relations, to 
acquaint them of the Accidents he had met 
with, and to requeft them that they would 
pardon all his former Faults, and fend him a 
Bill fufficient to defray his Expences up to 
Town. ‘To this purpofe he intended to write 
when he came home, for we were now di- 
verting our felves amongft the réeft ata Droll. 
The Houfe was throng’d, and therefore if 
we intended to fee it, we muft fit on a Bench 
upon the Stage; which is efteemed the beft 
Place, tho expofed to the fight of the whole 
Booth. I took notice that there was a Per- 
fon in the Pit, who, all. the time the Droll 
was acting, had his Eyes continually upon 
Charles or me; I was afraid it might have been 
fome Volunteer or Officer who had been 
on board our Ship, but I could not remember 
I had ever feen him, and that Uneafinefs | 
vanifhed. When the Play was ended he 
came upon the Stage, look’d withfully upon 

Charles, 
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Charles, when approaching after a ceremo- . 
nious manner, ° Sir, faid he, Imuft ask your 
‘ Pardon, if I miftake you for another, tho 
I fhould not make you this Addrefs had I 
not fome Reafon for my Opinion: I have 
a Coufin who has been abfent from his 
Father and Mother for fome time, and 
they know not what is become of him, 
and you are fo perfely like him, that I 
think I may be pofitive you are the fame 
Perfon; I with you would confirm me in 
my. Thoughts, that I may not only my felf 
congratulate you upon your Return, but 
alfo bethe firft Meflenger of the News to 
your aged Parents, who will be ready to 
expire with Joy at the Advice of your 
© Arrival? 

He had fcarcely uttered thefe Words, 
when Charles, who had fixedly looked upon 
| him, perfeGly remembred his Figure and 
| Perfon; and throwing his Arms about his 
Neck, and kiffing him firft on one Cheek 
and then on the other, after the Mode of 
the Beaus, ‘ CouldI ever think, fays he, of 
© being fo happy to fee you at this Place! 
| © Or how is it poffible that you fhould know 
ne after the Alteration that all the Hard- 
fhips I-have fuftered muft have occafioned 
inmy Face ? Iconcluded my felf foaltered, 
that my -neareft Relations would not be 
able to know me at my firlt Appearance : 
Since we were educated together, you 
may perhaps remember that I was defpe- 
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rately in Love with a-young Lady cali’d 
Lucinda, that fhe was ona fudden carried 
away, and the Perfon who committed the 
Fa@, remained undifcovered ; it was for 
the Love of this Lady that I forfook my 
Relations, and left my Country in fearch 
either of her or Death: for her I have had 
the AffliGion to have waited fo many Years 
in Mifery and Hardfhip, when I was re- 
warded with unexpected Happinefs by 
finding her where I could fcarcely with, 
even in the Bonds of Slavery. As fhe was 
the Caufe of my leaving my Friends and 
Country, fo fhe isthe happy Occafion of 
my Return, which I hope will not be un- 
grateful to my Relations, or unhappy to 
us.” Richardfoa (which was the Name of 
my Husband’s Coufin) knowing me to be the 
fame Lucinda who was fo belov’d by his 
Coufin, faluted me with all Refpe@, was ex- 
tremely glad to fee us, and exprefs’d his Joy 
in every AGion. He invited us to come and 
ftay at his Houfe, and would not receive 
any denial. He happened to marry a rich 
Heirefs of this Country, where they were 
fettled and liv’d comfortably, and poflefled 
the Affections of their Neighbours, by living 
as hofoitably as their Fortunes would permit. 
Our Treafure was very near expended, but 
the Smiles of Fortune were every day more 
in our favour; and. thinking this kind Proffer 
not the leaft Proof of it,we willingly accepted 
the Invitation, His Coach carried us to 
| his 
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his Houfe, where his Wife received us with 
all good Manners and Civility. The good 
Entertainment we met with, foon recovered 
us fromthe fatigue of the Voyage, and we 
Were yet more overjoyed when we heard 
that my Charles’s Father and Mother were. 
ftill alive, and enjoyed a healthful old Age, 
We therefore defired that he would write to 
our Father, to acquaint him with our Arri- 
val, and that he would pleafe to fend us fome 
Bills to enable him to come and pay his Duty 
to him. I was in-great Pain to know the 
Condition of my Parents, but no oné here 
was able to give me any Information; I was 
therefore obliged to wait till I thould arrive 
at Zondow. In the mean time, Charles thought 
it not improper to write the following Let- 
ter himfelf. 4 A 


F Am fenfible what Excefs of Trouble and 
Grief my undutiful Difobedience muft have 
occaftoned to the beft of Parents, whofe unwearied - 
Tndulgence deferved the greateft Thankfulnefs and 
Submiffion. But fo averfe is unexperienced Youth 
tothe wife Maxims of riper Years, that they ge- 
nerally foolifbly refufe the Advice of thofe whofe 
Aim is folely at their Eftablifhment and Welfave. 
This Ihave Reafonto kuow by fad Experience, it 
being fufficiently imprinted in me by the manifold 
Hardhips and Misfortunes I have fuffeved ever 
fince I became undutiful; and the Confideration 
of what Pains I have imdergone will, I hope, the 
Sooner move my dear Father to pardon my undue 
G tiful 
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riful Behaviour. It was nct Difrefpeét or want 
of Reverence fir my Parents, that drew me into 

my fivft Crime; my tender Heart fell into the firft 

bewntching Paffion Love. Iwas afhamed to own 

my Crime, which had I revealed to my indulgent 
Parents, confidering the Objeét, they would perhaps 
‘have thought pardcnable in fuch tender Years, and 
might have usd their Intereft to make me happy in 

the Choicethat was reoted fo firmly in my Heart: 
I durft not venture to difclife my Faffion for fear 
of being forbid what I found I could not live with- 

out, the Pcffeffion of my beloved Lucinda 5 jhe 
had left her Relations, but whether fhe was forc'd 

away or fled by her own Confent, no oneknew, and 

even I, who was a Party in the Plot, was igno- 

vant of the Event. When fhe was gone, I could 
not flay behind, Iwas uneafy till I had fearch’d 

the World for her, left you my dear Relations, my 

Country and all my Expettations, with a Defign 

never to return till I had found the powerful Char- 
mer. Fortune rewarded my Coiftancy, and when 

Jeaft expeéted, threw her into my Arms; and we 

are both returned from ‘Turkith Slavery with 

‘Hopes of Pardon and Forgivenefs from my much 
injured Parents. I hope my Fault will appear the 

lefs, when you confider I have not loved below my 

felf, neither for Riches or Degree. You was'a} 
Witnefs of the firft Seeds, when in our Childhood 

there was a growing Inclination between me and 

Lucinda, the Daughter of Mr. W. It was then 

yourDiverfion uot Diflike, and now “tis grown ma 
ture, will I hope meet with your Excufe and Ap- 

probation. I have many furprizing Accidents to 
; acquaint 
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acquaint you withal; but the moft grateful to my 
Remembrance, next to your Forgivenefs, is the 
Reception my Coufin is pleas’d to give us after our 
fatiguing Voyage, and in fo free and generous a 
manner, that I fhall always think my felf oblig’d 
to acknowledge it. This Tenderuefs from my Re« 
dations flirs up my Shame, and fets my Heart 
a bleeding at the remembrance of my Undutiful- 
nefs ; and Icannot too humbly or too ofteu implore 
your Pardon for ail. paft. Mifcarriages, with Affu- 
vances of acontrary Betaviour for the time to 
come. I dare not approach.you until I have Dee 
monfirations of your-Furgivenefs under your own 
Hand, when upon your Permiffion I will pay my 
Duty to you with the gréateft. Expedition, if the 
Foy of the News wil] give. me leave to live fo 
bong: Our Sfourney bas been very expenfive, I 
need {ay mo more to a Father I always found fo 
indulgent.. If Iam fo happy to fucceed in the on- 
ly thing I covet, the being ve-eftablifh’d in your 
Favour, I fball endeavour for the future by my 
Deportment, and all my Aiétions, to fhew my felf 


e Your moft Obedient 
_ and: Dutiful Son, 


This Letter’ was fent by the firft Poft, 
and my Coufin in the mean time gave us 
what diverfion the Place afforded, till we 
could receive an Anfwer. Upon this our 
Happinefs depended, and made the Impati=. 
ence the more infupportable. This Pain did 
not long torment us; for, in lefs than eight 

G 2 Days, 
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Days, my Spoufe receiv’d an Anfwer. Fears 
and Hore caus’d fuch a ‘Trembling and 
Feeblenefs' in his Hands, that he could 
{carcely open the Letter. I obferv’d his 
Countenance with great Attention ; I found 
upon his reading, his Afpeét began to, clear, 
. his Eyes to fparkle; and a pleafing Joy en- 
creafing in his Face, my Heart kept time 
with him exaétly, and it cugur’d’ to me our 
gocd Succefs. He fhewed me the Letter, 
which gave me an intire SatisfaGion: He 
forgave us both, and aflur’d my Spoufe of 
a perfect forgetfulnefs of 2ll that was, paft, 
thank’d our Coufin for this kind Entertain- 
ment, and drew a Bill of a hundred Guineas 
to bear our Charges up to Town, which he 
defir’d might be as foon zs poffible; for he 
long’d to. fee a Son after whom he griev’d, 
and who according to his Thoughts had 
been long out of this World. 

We fecured Places in the Stage-coach for 
the next Journey they went to Loudon ; and 
after we had taken our Leaves, and return’d 
thanks to our Confin for all the Civilities we 
had receiv’d, early in the Morning we were 
ready, when the Coach came at the hour 
appointed. ‘They both of ’em griev’d to part 
with us, and I was fo oblig’d to, and had 
contraGted fuch a Friendthip for, my fhe Cou- 
fin, that I could not reftrain my Tears when 
we feparated. Three uneafy Days brought 
us to our Journey’s End, and I had now the 


Pleafure of feeing dear Loudon again. ‘There 
was 
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was a Coach ready to receive us at the Ina » 
where the Stage-coach fet up, with Orders 
to carry us to my Husband’s Father’s Houfe. . 
I could not forbear in our way reflecting up- 
on my prefent happy Condition, and all the 
various Changes. of Providence; how I firft 
left my Parents, and intended to fly into 
the Arms of my dear Charles; how fatally 1 
was difappointed, and fell into the Snare 
laid for me by an old decrepid Lover whom. 
I hated ; that to efcape from that Confine- 
ment I rather chofe to fubmit to one of: 
more equal Years; how I was afterwards. 
taken and forc’d into Slavery,..where I could «: 
expe@ no other but to end my Days: and... 
that this very Accident which appear’d the .- 
molt terrible that could happen to me, was-. 
the greateft Piece of Good-fortune, fince by . 
my good Stars I there met my dear Charles, . 
with whom I am fafely arriv’d beyond expec - 
tation to my own. Country, kindly receiv’d . 
by his Relations, and all our Fatigues and > 
Troubles likely to end in a continued Haps -- 
pinefs and Contentment to us both, and a. 
pleafing Satisfaction to our Relations. | 
By this time the Coach had brought us. te. - 
the Gate, the youngelt of his Sifters was exe. - 
peGing us, ready there to receive us. She was » 
fo tranfported with Joy at the fight of her-- 
Brother, that fhe threw her Arms about his: - 
Neck, and was ready to -ftife him with, 
Kiffles and Embraces. The Father and the. ; 
Mother alarm’d with this Joy, came with all” 


hafte to the Door. My Husband at their 
.& 3 firft 
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firft Appearance fell on his Knees before 
them, beg’d their Bleffing, and Forgivenefs 
for all the Faults and Omiffions paft. - The 
old Father rais’d bim from the Ground, hug’d 
him to his Breaft, and kifs’d him-with all En- 
dearment, his aged Eyes trickling down 
Tears of Joy. The Mother’s Content was 
not lefs, but her Surprize was fo great that 
fhe had not words to exprefs her felf. Iwas 
not yet out of the memory of his two Sifters, 
my former Play- fellows; they came and fa- 
luted me, and were very glad to fee me. The 
old Couple gave mea hearty Welcome, and the 
Joy appear’d fo univerfal, that finding my 
felf fo well receiv’d by his Family, and with 
fo much Civility, Kindnefs and Refpe@, I 
was not able to bear ‘the SatisfaGion, but 
fell into a Swoon with excefs of Joy, in 
which I might have dy’d had not they taken 
all care to recover me. I came quickly to 
my felf, when the Supper was fet upon the 
Table. When that was ended, they cblig’d 
me to give an account of my feveral Adven- 
tures. I gave ’em fo lively a defcription of 
the Misfortunes that I had fufter’d, that no 
one was fo hard- hearted to refrain from pay- 
ing the Tribute of their Tears. I was now 
longing to hear what had happen’d to my 
Parents, who were fo kind to provide a 
rich Fortune for me when I was fo unduti- 
ful tc Jesve "em; but, to my (Gite ane 
Spcufe’s Father acquainted me that my Mo- 
ther being not able to live without me, died 
| | with 
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with Grief for my Lofs two months after I 
went away; that my Father was difcontent- 
ed and melancholy, and being wafted and 
decay’d with Grief upon the fame occafion, 
died within the {pace of two Years: ‘That 
the Eftate. was left to my Uncle, a Brother 
of his, upon this condition neverthelefs, 
that in cafe I fhould ever return home, he 
fhould be oblig’d to give me three parts in 
four of the whole. My prefent Joy wasa 
little eclips’d by the Lofs of my Father and 
Mother, and 1 conid not forgive my felf 
when I thought I was accefiary to their 
Deaths. The whole Family us’d all the 
“means poffible to comfort me; they toldme 
that there was a time allotted by Provi- 
dence when every one fhould die, that the 
Decree was not to be prevented by human 
Means, that it was in vain to grieve for. 
what there could be no Remedy; and what. 
reaf:n had we to lament their quitting this 
World below, when they were gone to enjoy 
one much more tranfcending in Happinefs 
above? 2 
Thefe fort of Confolations, which were 
adminifter’d to me every Day, began to take 
place, and in fome degree diminifh my 
Grief. Ithen thought it convenient to claim 
the Fortune that belone’d to me. I was ap- 
prehenfive of fome Difficulties, being well 
acquainted with my Uncle’s covetous Incli- 
nation ; I therefore confulted with my Hauf- 
band, andhis Father about it, who were of; 
opinion. 
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opinion that I fhould in the firft place make 
him acivil Vifit to try if I could perfuade 
him ina friendly manner to do me Jultice, 
and that if he refus’d, I fhould.ufe other 
Methods to compel him to it. In compliance 
with this Advice, I went tomy Uncle, who 
had already heard of my Arrival, but would 
not by any means own me as a Relation. 
I gave him many undeniable Signs and De- 
monttrations, told him many particular Ac- 
tions, and Events in the Family. which no 
other Perfon could know, but it. was all to 
little purpofe: for he ftorm’d and {wore that 
he knew me not; thatit was alla Trick and 
Cheat contriv’d to rob him of what he had ; 
that I was a falfe Impoftor, for he had fuffi- 
cient Teftimony to prove, that Lucinda, 
whofe Name and Perfon [ aflumed, dy’d in 
France above five Years fince. I reply’d 
with as much Modefty as I was capable 
of ufing on this occafion, to all he-faid, 
endeavouring to bring him to Confideration ; 
but he {till grew the more out of . temper, 
and was at laft fo outrageous to bid me-go 
out of the Houfe, and to threaten me if e- 
ver I came there again to fend me to the- 
Houfe of Correction. 

Afier this Mortification, I return’d _to. 
my Spoufé, and gave him an account how 
my Uncle receiv’d me. He promis’d me to 
go to him with his Father the next Day: 
They were as goed: as their Promife; but 
their Reafons were not of. more force; my 

Uncle 
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Vnucle ftill perfitted and {wore that he knew 
me not, and that I had not the leaft refem- 
blance to his Niece Lucinda. He thought 
by this means to keep pofleffion of what be- 
long’d tome. Finding there was no hopes 
of obtaining our Right in this peaceable 
Application, we were oblig’d to have re- 
courfe to publick Juftice; and tho he gave us 
all the Trouble and Delay that his litigious 
‘Inclitiations could procure, he found himfelf 
at laft fo hamper’d and involv’d in this 
Law-Suit, and fo little Succefs to be ex- 
pected on his fide, when I fhould produce 
the Cloud of Witnefies, who could do no 
otherwife than teftify in my Favour to prove 
me beyond doubt the’Perfon I pretended to 
be, that he underhand made applications of 
an amicable Agreement, in cafe I would re- 
leafe fome part of my Demand. I confider’d 
on my fide that Law-Snits were tedious and 
vexatious, and Right, tlio very plain, yet 
fome time very uncertain to be obtain’d; 
that of two Evils the leaft was to be chcfen: 
For which Reafons, with many more of the 
fame kind, I was prevail’d upon to make him 
an Abatement, and confented to accept of 
the half of what was my due, in hopes that 
this friendly Compliance might in time make 
me, or mine, Pofleffors of the reft after the 
Death of my Uncle, who had no Children 
of hisown. He foonclos’d with my Agree- 
ment, and we were very good Friends and 
perfectly reconcil’d. 

The 
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The Ceremony of my Marriage being 
perform’d abroad, was not fo fatisfaGory 
to my Parents; they would therefore be bet- 
ter pleas'd to have it celebrated. after the 
Cuftom of this Country. We foon gave our 
Confents to all they would pleafe to com- 
mand; Relations were invited, and every 
thing prepar’d to folemnize the Wedding a 
fecond time: Grief was laid afide, and 
Mirth and Joy reign’d without interruption, 
and Imay fay, that I have fcarcely been fens 
fible of a Minute of Affli&ion fince that 
happy time, when this Marriage was reite- 
rated, which was in the Year —--—to both 
our Satisfactions, as well asthe Joy and De- 
light of our Relations. When this was palt, 
we retir’d to a Country-Seat, that fiood. 
pleafantly, and belong’d to the Family, 
where, tir’'d with the Vanity of this Wor! 
we refolved to live retired, and be a mutual 
Happinefs to each other. Providence has 
given a Bleffing to our Defigns, by making 
me the-Mother of three hopeful Boys. The 
eldeft has a Spirit of rambling, .and is alrea= 
dy gone to feek his fortune in the World; 
fo powerful are the latent Seeds of the Pa- 
rents: And if any Judgment may be made 
from his Temper, and thofe furprizing Acci- 
dents that have already happen’d to him,| 
he will in time, I am afraid, furnifh fome 
Minutes for a Narration more furptiziagl 
than any that have befallen his Rela 
Yet Providence, together with the fad Ex- 

ample 
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ample of the Sufferings of his Parents in this 
lively Plan drawn by themfelves, will make 
him, Thope, return to his Duty. And had 
not this Intention, join’d with the importu- 
nate Defires of fome Ladies, who often oblige 
me with their Vifits, prevail’d with me to 
publifh this in prevention of a falfe Account 
that was coming abroad, asI underftood to 
my Prejudice, thefe Memoirs would fcarcely 
have feen the Light;.being not over-defirous 
of having that renew’d to the World, which 
was the produd& of my younger Years, and 
which I with may remain for ever in Obli- 
vion. 
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